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introduction
Since 2006, pursuant to Cammission Human ighis 2005/59, the Secretary-
o Commission on Rights  nual reports on the question of the death
The Huoman Rights in is 2. 182, requested the Secretary-General
with of his activities, in accordan e with all decisions adopted by
the on Human and 1o relevan report. and studies. The present report is
submitted in this context as an update of rep on the question of the death penaltyv, and
oty covers developments on the of the death p nalty from July 2010 10 June 2011

This report has been prepared on the hasis of infor  ation received from member States:® and
P prep

of basis of collected from available 3o rees, mcluding information United
international and regional bodies, n n-governmenial organizations.
in Law Practice
3 in law may include new aboli hing or reinstating the death or
or expanding 118 scope. as ratifications and regional human
that provide for the abolition of the death penalt - in practice mostly cover non-
measures reflecting a new he use of the death penalty, including the
to observe  moratorium, or to £l

Countries which have abolished the death penalty for all crimes

wround 140 the 192 States are belie red o have abolished the death penalty or
a morstorium either legally_ or in practive, ‘ever, 73 States ratified the

Protocoel i

5 abolished the death for crimesinF 200007 According to the new iaw,
penalty is th the possibilivy of pardon or
freedom or alernative means. only after served at least thirty vears
in April of Diib also adopted an amendment 1o the

abolishing the death

" This report also includes with t developments that occurred during
the period January-June 2010 and which were not in luded in the previous report

“ Algeria, Argentina. Belarus, and Herzegovir a. Carada, Cuba, Egypt. Georgia,
Jamaica. Lao DPR, Slovak R Spain. Switzerland, Tunisia
Uzbekistan,
10, which abolishes the death in  abon was approved by the Parliament

in fanuary 2010 and promulgated on 13 Febroary 20 ¢ {(Information received in February
20110
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P i Ocober 2010, the Parliament of adopted abolishing the mandatory

death penalty against of mu The death penalty, however, remains
certain categories of murder. the  iversal Periodic Review conducted  the
Council in 2010, o continue to consider and consult on the
of the death penalty and 1o report o the Human  “ghts n two years.
China continued o apply the death in a1 ge number of cases.'' However. in July
regulations were jointhy by Supre ¢ People’s Coun, the People's
and the of Public e Justice. These
the prohibition of the use of evider ce in criminal cases. including coerced
and other evidence obtained torture  nd other l-reatment, and enhance legal
the collection, verifi tion and derermination  the legality of
i cases which may o the of the death penalty, In 2011, the
National People’s in China also passed a r moving the death penalty for thirteen non
crimes, "
Pio g April 2011, the Parfiament of ed the death for drug offences.
that overiooked the against  death penalty for
when n the death penaly for drug
k]
D. I
for the death
4 Om & December 2010, Optional Protocol to
on Civil and aiming at abolition of the death thus
the State tor the
15 law for the of nd Protocol 1o ICCPR been
in the since
I February 2011, the { the wansiion government in Tunisis
that it n rights instruments, including the Second
Protocol 1o ICCPR.
17 There were no new ratifications of or w1 ¢ American Convention on
the Death Penalty and to Protocol Mo, te Convention of Human Rights
the reporting period.
paragraph 52, see also on the universal periodic

review and the death penalty.
Al Index: Act 30/001/201 1, March 201 1; see also para. 23

Goverament’s Porwal. China Exempts CUrimes from Death
JOR70.hitm, Feb. 25,2011
death for Was d adoption of the Drug

Amendment Act 20018,
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230 in 2010, the global number of

is 327, with proviso that actual
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and executed thousands of people for 2 wide ange of crimes that included non-violence

240 Ampesty International reported that in most coun where support for the death penalty 15
still capital punishment continues to be reportedly imposed after unfair trials often based
on confessions  extracted wrture. In most countries. the death penalty 15 used

against the poor, members  minori  racial, ethnic and religious communities
other minorities. In some countries death sentences handed down for non-vielent crimes that

do not meet the threshold of “most serious crimes™ - such as economic crimes, sorcery, and
irue related offences™ or sexual between consen ing
25, also that various methods of ution, including beheading, electrocurion,
lethal injection, or stoning were u during the reporting period.” Public
were reportedly carried in some States,” in other States, death inmates
were not informed of their forthcoming nor the 1 families or lawyer.™

26, o some cases, lethal chemicals or equipments were eportedly traded from abolitionist States 1o
States and used for the implementation of e death penalty. ln January 2011, thirteen

civil organizations signed a appealing o the European Commission to control the
Europe, drugs that are used in ex in the USA, The
add to Annex of lation 12362003 makes it illegal to
“trade in goods which could be used for capital p mishment, torture, or other cruel, inhuman
or treatment in Aprit 2011 foureen member States of the
Union (EL), including Spain, urged the Union  impose an export ban on a drug wsed for

injections in several US states,”

.

application  the death for drug offe ces remains one of the major
International reported that in 10 1 ere were 32 countries or territories that
the death penalty ad prople were known  have
for drug-related offences. w0V sources, more than 130 were
for a drug offence inn Iran m 20 0. In China, a least 59 were executed in the
26 June 2010 mark the International gainst Drug Abuse and licit
added 1o an unknown number of people have b put 1o for drug-related
the vear. Saudi Arabis is known to have beh aded one person for smuggling hashish. In
2010, denth sentences for were al passed in Egvpt, Kuwait, Laos
Republic, Pakistan, T iwan, United Arab Emirates and

!
o following paragraphs 28 and 29 for further in on the application of the
death penalty for drug relaed
 Death Sentences and Executions 2010, Amnesty Diternational, Al Index: Act S0/001/2011.
March 2011, page 5-6; See also www.deathpenalt worldwide.org
- See
* Supra Note 21, pages 6, 30; See also supra note 16, 17 and The Death Penalty
World Wide 2011 (Draft Repor), Hands Cain. fay 16,2011, page 8-9,24
Supra Note 21, pages 6, 24

[N

Torture Reg sodium
1%953D.doc
Verbale of Spain, dated 28 April 11



at least 58 are on death row | and 339 (including 68 women)

28. countries, fran, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates
imposed death offende  during the reporting period.™
@ report published in 2011, 14 juveniles were in the last five in Yemen:
11 juveniles are now on row, and 84 are at of th death penalty.”

IV, International Developments

280 the mrernational community continued us efforts ward the aboliion of the death penaly
the reporting period. the Unite the “eneral Assembly and the Rights
addressed the question of the penalty. Hu an treaty bodies also continued
this issue while examining State Party reports  d individual
Nations agencies, offices, programs and funds also conti ued to address the question  the death

in their and activities. bodies and non-government
also infiated several programs abol the penalty worldwide.
0 December 2010, the General Assembly dopted  third resolution on the
on the use of the death T General Assembly
627149 and and calls upon all States the international standards that
guaranteeing protection  the those facing the death penalty.
also requests States 1o: General information in this regard;
available relevant information with o th i use  the death which can
10 transparent restrict the use of the death
and reduce the number of v be and establish a moratorium
with a view to the pena ty. The resolution also calls upon Swates
abolished the death penalty o ¢ if, and encourages to share their
in this ihe Ser etarv-General (o report o the
al its session in 2012 the im lementation of the calls contained in
M
i Ceneral also the questi n the death penalty in Iran and in
2010 passed resolution which deep at “the continuing
of and dramatic in death sentences ca jed owt the absence of
and called upon Iran “to abolish i and in practice, public executions
- note 21, International Report, 13 23.Hands  Cain
Report, pages 7. 17; See also 3 -32 for a discussion on the Committee

o1 the Rights of the Child and the death penaly,
- crinorg/eroail/erinmail_detail_popup.  ZerinmailllD-3467

In a note verbale addressed to the dated 11 2011.53 Srates Membars of the
United Nations inter alia, their “persistent 10 any attempt 1o IMpose & moratoriam
om the use of the death or its " avention to existing stipulations under international

law™ {A/65/779)



other carried owl in " respect for nternationally recognized

Universal Periodic

United Nations Council contitued  address question of the death

in context of the Universal During its eighth session  the
Review held in 10, Rights  ounci] addressed the question of the death
Belarus, Granada, Guinea, and La Democratic Republic,, Guvana
to consult and report 1o the Human C uncil in two years time on the of
the death penalty ™ further informed the that i had tabled an amendment to the Crinnnal
Law {Offences) Act providing for varied for d fferent categories of murder, including life
and lesser sentences of as el as access to parole.™ Belarus informed
Council that Europe’s rend  abolish the  eath penalty, it would continue its efforts

o meuld public opinion in favour of abolition active - cooperate with international and regional
organizations. However, Belarus did not accept the Co  ¢il's recommendation to abolish the death

the abolition of the death or the adoption of a moratorium, the Minister of
of Guinea, while expressing views of his at the Rights Council,
following level consultations, Guinea had dec ded thar it was premature (o include this
in the national debate, during the de icate transitional phase. In this the
of stated that “the solution woul be to have a  facto moratoriam™. ™ Lao
noted that “the death penalty was o ly to deter the most serious
trafficking™. and that at it consider ratifving the 2nd
Protocol to ation to ratify the  Optional Protoco!
did not meet of the { esotho. it highlighted that there
been no capital carried ou since 199 7 Grenada rejected recommendations in
abolition of the death ardd formal moratorium  execuiions.
it noted that while it in the | ws, the death penalty has not been

decades on its territory. ™

34, During the ninth session  the Universal Periodic ¥ eview held in November 2010, the Human

Council addressed question of pen ltv in Jamaica, Lebanon, Liberia,
the United States of America.

to repeal its Death Law, Li eria stated ihat it was aware of
antd ensuing recommendations its obligations under the Second
Pratocol ICCPR, 1o it i 2003, the Council that high
rates had the reintroduction of penalty and that the abrogation  the law
for the death would need time and understanding by the Liberian people with

¥ General Assembly Resolution Decer ber 2010

- L.10, Report of the Human Rights Co ncil on its fifteenth session | paragraph 369
** ibid. paragraph 569.

{1, Report of the Human Rights Cou ol its {ifteenth sessien, paragraph 300,
" ibid, paragraph 300
* ibid, paragraph 387,
“itid, paragraph 304.



had The nons o consider a moratorivm on

of death penalty sentences were the Arab Jamahiriya and enjoved
35 Mongolia accepted the with reg  to its accession to the Second Optional
o the JCCPR. It further reported on its plans information on death penalty
imposed  the past to in the future following the approval 2
Bill, as well  on other measures lowards the abolition death penalty.*' Mauritania rejected
o abolish death penalty. but its de facto abolitionist position,
noting that in 17 vears, no death sentence had been carrie out on its territory.™ The United States of
indicated that the o end i pumishment did not enjoy s support and
that it supported both recommendations with respect to executions minors and persons
with certain intellectual disabilities, but not regarding all  ersons any mental illness.®
ia. the eleventh session of Pe “odic held in 2011, Latvia
on the preparation  the the  fi legislative amendments on the
of the penalty in time of war and on the sign wre of Prowocel No.l3 two the
for the Protection of Rights and Fund mental Frecdoms concerning the abolition
of in  circumstances and preparation for i s ratification. Latvia also reported that this
not support in parliament, that discussions on this issue would
ouncil-
37 procedures of the Council al o continued to address the question of the
death penaly withip their In F 2011, the Special Rapporteur on
or arbitrary joint Special Rapporteur on the
of and lawyers, wamed in a publ  stwtement of a dramatic surge in death
in Iran which were caried out in the imternationally recognized safeguards.
numerous calls by the United fmmedia halt executions. The experts noted that
under faw, the death is as form of punishment if i
i5 used should only be for the most serio crimes, g Tair trial has been
i the They called on the Iranian declare a moratorium on the
in view of the the d the regular disregard  due
The Special Rapportewr on the of o the enjoyment  the
* Paragraphs 351, 352, AZHRC/16/L.41 Draft repori of the on its
* Paragraph 93.33, Report of the Wo Group on the Universal Periodic Reviews

{.byan Arab Jamahiriva.
* Paragraph 420, supra note 44.

h 711, ibid.
" Paragraph 8, of the Working Group on the Univ rsal Periodic Review-United States of
Asmerica, Addendum, L
Paragraph, 128,
i Press Release, call for o mor toriuny on death penalty in the lslamic

Republic of fran, 02 February 2011 Geneva.
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standard of physical and mental health also affi  ed the death penalty for drug-related
international human law. ™

3B In his progress report, on tle situation of human rights in
commending the for the oratorium on the use of death
that lower courts continue to hand down death The independent expert on the
of human rights in that th Government of National Unity
the death miners ¢ tha institute a moratorium on the
of the penalty, as called for by the Gene | Assembly in its resolution 62/149."

. Human Bodies

i The United human rights treaty bodies als  continued to address the question of the
penalty in concluding observations adopted g the examination of Stale party repons
when considering individual communications. man Rights Commitice made o
the death with respect to the of ix States parties during the period under
Belgium, Cameroon, Estonia, Jordan, d Poland. Human Righis
ratification of the Optional  rotocol o ICCPR, aimed at the
death entered Into mn encoutraged Cameroanf“
10 the Protocol.  w the adoption of a constitutional
the principle of  abolition of the eath penalty in and encouraged
to abolish the death penalty, or at least to alize the  facto moratorium on the death
it continued to the the death penalty in in
Agpril expressed its concern that the dea h penalty has yet ta be abolished de jure in
although  welcomed the onthe  cution of death sentences™

40. recent individual the ommities that the imposition
a sentence a trial did now meet the ti | amounted to a violation
6 of another case the refusal authorities of 10
on the number of individuals sentenced t death in the ceuntry,” the
that the specific information sought by the v, i.e. the number of individuals
considered to of public “The man Committee considered that the

of Special Rapportear  theri b of 16 the enjoyment of the
standard and memal Af paragraph 17.
report  the Rapporteur on the 5 uation of humarn rights in
paragraph 40.
of the independent ex the { human rights in the Sudan 41,
B2.
4.
T CCPRIC/IOR/CO/4, paragraph 20
B paragraph 11,

83 4.

paragraph 14,
| paragraph 3.

paragraph 6.

No. 130472004, v R Views adopted
March 2011; and Communicatian 130372006 Akhadov v Views adopted

on 25 March 1L
" No. ¥ adopted on March 2011

i accordance with resolutions Noes and  004/60 of the Commission on Human



public has a legitimate in having acces 1o information on the use of the death
that the State party had to justify the restrictions imposed on the

of the author's right 10 access ont application to the death penalty
bodies. The Committice found, therefore, a vication of article 19, paragraph  of the

B

The Committee on Rights of the Child alse mad reference  the death penalty with
four parties during the period under etarus: Guatemala; Lao and Sudan
both the and the Optional Protocol  the on the involvement of children i armed
The Committee recommended that Belarus™ ar d ratifv the Second Optional
ta JCCPR. In its concluding shservauons on the report of Sudan, the Commitice on the
Righis of the Child serious concerns thal, des ite the adoption of the Child Act (2010,
prohibits the passing of the death sentence on chil ren, under article 36 of the Sudan Interim
the death penalty might be on  ersons below the age of 18 in cases of

or The Commitice was alse concern d at recent reports that the death
continues to be carried out on children. The Conunittee minded Sudan that the application of the
death penalty 1o children is a grave violation of articles  nd 37 (a) of the Convention on the Rights
of Child ,and urged Sudan to ensure that the deat penalty is not carried out on children,
in cases of retribution or and to repla ¢ any death sentences passed on

under 18 with an appropriate alternative

Commitiee on the Rights of the Child also expr ssed concern that the death s not
prohibited for children in the Lao People’s While noting with
that the death penalty is law 13 the Child Rights Act, the i
concerned at reports related 10 an fy prisoners on death row
commitied when they were below the of 8. ruterated the strong concern
Committze on the Rights and = concerning the mandatory death
for offences in Sharia Penal Codes Ha d which, given
of the child as a person under the age of 18 that in certain states children are
by puberty, could  imposed on under  aria The Comimittee on the
of the Child recommended that of its ongoing constitutional
to expressly prohibit the application of enalty 1o persons under 18 vears of age. It
aleourged Nigeria  roview the files  all prisovers gath row for crimes comimitted
of 18: to the death penaity all p rsons under the age of I8 in domestic
on guestion of the death and in with the Document of the

Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimensio  of the Conference on Security and
i Europe (29 Jane 1990).
- paragraph 74,
paragraph 103,
2 Article 36 (2) Interim national Constitution £ the Republic of Sudan 2005 states : " The death
shall not be imposed on a person under the a ¢ of eighteen or a person who has attained the age of
except in cases of retribution or hadud™.
paragraph 71,
paragraph
paragraph 33.



43 The Committee against Torture also continued to w lcome the abolition of the death penalty. or

the maratorium on

abserved in some countrie, as well as to recommend the ratification

the Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR. In additio | considering that information on death

data, is not

public by some tates
w be systematically provided. In its ¢ ncluding observations on
recommended that the State party

the Committee requested this
the
ratifying the Second Optional Protocol

extending its de focte moratorium on the exec tion of the death penalty and commuting

for prisoners on death row.

number of persons on death row, disaggregated by

of Mongolia's initial
abolition and called on the stae

al Fthiopia to indicate the current
ex. age, ethnicity and in the
the Commine encouraged Mongolia to continue

rmation on the death penalty @

United Nations Offices, Agencies, Fund and Programs

The
the death
by all people, of all human

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights {OHCHR ) continued to

the

under her mandate {o pr mote and protect the enjoyment and full

The -ommissioner for Human Rights also

communications to the relevant authorities and ssued public press releases addressing the

guestion

the death penaley. In Februaey 2011 the High Commissioner publicly expressed alarm at

increase in executions since the beginaing & 2011 in Iran and called upon to instituie a

on
in Bahrain, including the

trial @

n the United

control, crime prevention and
the

on Narcotic Drugs
reaffirmed that the

which had not abolished the death
the “most sertous crimes”™, The concept of “muost serious  rimes”
to kill which resulied

that there was an
that offences {such as
nature do not meet this threshold.
any

further reporied that
States that continue 1o use
in recent years. In some

A i, paragraph 21
TCA
Press Fran:
2011, Geneva,
o Human

May 2011

a view to abolishing th
issued a press release expressing deep

Chief voices deep concerns ab

death In 2011, the
regarding the deteriorating human

tode  of four pro-democracy protestors a

on Drugs an  Crimes submitied a
justeera rights to the

1 Crime Prevention and Criminal

on Civil and Political Rights
the of death may be imposed only
limited to those where it can be
the loss of life. The weight of opinien
w fficking) and those of a purely

States t at have abolished the death are
cou where he  she might face capital

in

a considerable number of the 47
have carried owt executions for drug
drug offenders constitule a significant

such pro
capital
these countries

1. paragraph 6

c spate of

Bahrain crackdown, UN News Centre Press

1]



of total executions. The repon as an entity of the Nations system,

advocates the abolition of the death ‘nd called upon States 1o
mternational standards concerning of the dea  penalty for offences of a drug-related or
naturg
The Special Representative of the " Secreta General on Violence against Children
her support for a campaign the ild Information Network in
end all inhuman of ren, including the death ln her
the Special Represemtative stated that in som  states, children may receive sentences of
violence including ions. {ife and and
the many grave imjustices pe etrated under some penal codes.”
F. International the ath
£ international the reporti includes the establishment of the
Commission against the Death Pepalty in - tober with the aim of
the against the death in  regions of the  rld. establishment of the
imer-governmental Spain a d supported Algeria, Argentina, the
ftaly, . Philippines, Portugal.
Togo and The Inte national Commission is composed 12
high and internationsl independence in their
broad geographical
Rodies
bodies also continued to s the abolition of the death
In June 2010, the African on an People’s Rights issued an
preventing the siaie of om resuming executions in
a petition more than 80 death row inmates.
3. In 2000, the an the D ath in Africa, established by the
on and PR, reported that it a
on the Abolition of the Penaityv. 1t consi that § was important that the African
envisage the adoption of such a resolution towards the abolition of the death
Furthermore, the Group also prepared  document  the of the Death
in Africa” which reflected the sifuaon and presented to the
in May i. The Document envisaged the drafling of a Protocol to African Chart r on
Peopies’ the Abolition of the Penalt, in Africa.” Working Group also sent
of appeal 1o the on the of the death penalty in Nigeria, Sudan and
%
- Report of the African Commission on anand Peoples’ Working

on the Death in Africa. November 0.



In a statement issued by the Chair of the king States parties  the
were reminded that capital punishment i3 ¢ uel and therefore
imeversible, illogical. and represents a2 m st violation of fundamental
rights. in particular the right to Hfe under 4ofthe frican Charter.”

§

i. The European Parliament adopted a on the on the occasion of the
World Day against the Death Penalty in October In its resolution, the European Parliament
its long-standing opposition 1o the penal  in cases and under all
and emphasised once again that abolition of the death  enalty contributes to the enhancement of
human dignity and the progressive development huma  rights. It urged the Enropean Unjon {EL)
alt wols of and cooperation a alable 1 work towards the universal
of the death penalty.”

31 In Julv 2010, the Furopean Union convened an ann al forum of European institutions and
organisations in Brussels. which discussed  ur issues, including EU instruments in the

Fight against the Death Penalty. The EU-NGO Apnual  orum that the global abolition of
the death penalty ranks among the main [ U human rights policy.” On 10 October
2010, the Union issued a statement  mark he World and European Day against
Death refterating that the death isa and inhuman punishment which represents
an denial of buman dignity and 1@ also recalled that the EU uses
all available means - including channels @ raising public awareness - in
the goal of sbolishing the death ut the world, and that it encourages
public opposition putting pres-ure on retentions countries to abolish the
or at least introduce a asa
53 Parliamentary of the or Security and Co-Operation in Europe
4 resolution the death penalty in July 2010, The Resolution upon
States the 10 moratorium on
In particular, it called upon and U niwed States  America to
sleps abolition of the death also Latvia to amend its Criminal
imerder abolish the death for murder with if committed during
4. The human mechanisms als continued  address the question  the
dewh penalty during the reporting period. In 810, the Inter-American Commission
Human (IACHR) wrged the United Stes o uspend the judicial execution of
’ Repon Commission on Human and
» Rights and the Chairpersan of the Group on the Death Penalty in Afvica,
49" Ordinary Session of the African. Commission o and People's Rights. 28 April -

i2May 11, Banjul, Gambia,

* hid, paragraph. 14,

* Furopean Resolution on the World Against 1 e Death Penalty, P7_TA {2010)0351 of
7 October 2010,

: of the Forum on Human | ights Instruments and the Lishon
State of Play and Julw 2010, russels,
EL} continues efforts to achiove universal abohitio of death penalty, EVJ Press Release
of 08/10/2010.
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Landrigan. a of precautionary mea  res by the in In
16, with regard to a petition an of a petitioner from Peru to China, * the
considered that the allegations inadeq ate evaluation by the Peruvian authorities
provided by People's of China that it would net impose the death
oun the petitioner and the that he w subjected to and cruel and
inhumane treatment could characterize a with the arising from
and 5 of the Convention on Righ . In May O, also ordered the
State  refrain from extraditing the and extended the provisional
until March 31, 2011.% the reporting  iod, also declared several petitions
w the question of the death admissible. In 2011, 4 petitions were filed @
IAMRC i which 1 that the United States o America violated the rights of the alleged
ims who were i death in s states of he Unimed States {(North Caroling, South
Carolina, Georgia, Missouri, Texas and Utah) and the afler executed. All alleged victims were
of earlier measures the Commission *
hRY examining the human in Cub- in 2010, the Inter- American Commission
adopt the legislative and other cessary  ensuring that the
is not imposed in violation of the principles  due process and a fair trizl before a
and impartial court “Jaw.®
initiatives
the reporting period, arga isations their for the
of the death penalty. In Septamber 20100 a reg onal conference on the death penalty was
in Alexandria { by Penal Reforn Imernational (PRI, the Swedish Institute-
the Centre for the independence of ¢ and Legal Profession, with the
of civil society and region | bodies, the
Arab League, and as an outcome of
a toolkit entitled “the death n Middle and tools,
tactics snd strategies for in December 2010, The
practical suggestions to develop gl identify methodologies
guidance to influence change re vional imernational level.
the IAHRCs request of an su pension of  execution,
on 286, and
that his rights to due process had Commission condemned the
on the of  United 1o comply wi  its decisions, especially in cases related 1o
penalty. The Comimnission further th Unired States to implement all precautionary
and decisions issued by the and that # fully and respects
hursan rights obligations. th se derived the American Declaration
No, 151410, 366-09 Vs, Peru November 1, 2010.
" Thetexts of  orders (in Spanish) the following links:

4 corteidh.or medi se {
" Report No. 60/11
" Annual Report of the Inter-American Commissio  of Human Rights 2010,
Doc.5, Rev.1. 7 2011
death penalty in the and tools, fechnigues, Tactics and
by Mervat Rishmawi and Ta eb al-Sagqaf, December 2010



37, In 2011, several human est blished alliance o a
against the death penalty in Thailand. At a si event during the UPR session of the

in 11, Coaliti n against the Death and the Center
fnternational at Universi  School of Law {Chicago, {aunched
new database of the and of retain the death penalty.”
Recent developments on the of the death  enalty outlined in this report suggest that
the 1 abolish the death penalty cominues. With t ¢ of the third resolution
on moratoriom on the death penalty, the General reiterated its call for a world-wide
moratorium on the use of the death abolish it. The General
that the death undermines human di This sentiment finds echoes
of  world,  mark the force of the Optional
in July 2011, States should muliiply thewr 10 increased ratification  this

human rights instrument.

59, the death penalty 15 a long for countries, which ofien only comes to
a of difficult and even debate. States should make the
on the death people to make such debates
the death is abolished, o still o impose the
either introduce a moratorium on death penalt, o the death penalty in case
of the serious crimes, The protection of the f those the death penalty should be

pursuant to the relevant

continued Counc |, including through its universal periodic
and special and of right bodies are crucial in the
trends towards  abolition of the to provide appropriate w0
matier, agencies, regiona and non-government
States in death enalty their
and activitics.
6l The of the Commis toner for Rights
interpreted decision as 8 of the Commission
and providing for an cvcle.  til recently, this interpretation had been
received the lacit of member S 1es. However. an objection was placed on
record in 2010, in the conext of repp  which equally used decision 271 as the
115 annual reporting. has thus further eviewed decision,
that Human Council sought a technica gap  ensuring that reports which were
to be submitted to the of Human Commission would
one vear and transferred 10 the subsequent substantive session of the Human
With this transition period over. and ubiecti on record with regard  the initial
wterpretation of annual reporting cyeles, if the Human  ights Council wishes such reporting 1o be
continued, a new Rights Council resolution or de “sion on the matter should be tabled.
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