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Dear Mr. Secretary General,

EXECUV _
- THE SECHETAHY-CENSim 24June 2004

By facsimile

The FAO Representative attending the presentation in New York, on 14 May 2004, of the
Tnter Academy Council Report on Agricultural Productivity in Africa that you requested
from a Study Panel comprising seventeen members of national scientific academies and
three co-chairs, has sent me a note on the discussions.

Let me first express the appreciation of the organization for the invitation to participate
in this exercise.

My attention has been drawn to therelevant commeM of Mr•.Janneh, Assistant
AdminisJrW6r''6fVf^Pfor^rica, on the importance of water to improved agricultural
productivity, and the subsequent reply of Dr. Rabbinge, Co-Chair of the Study Panel,
who indicated that with high levels of degraded soils, irrigation would not be useful in
many areas.

^[wis?Lto_in4icM&£tjuUjtfiw Janneh which in fact reflect the
_July 2003 Declaration of Maputo adopted^by.the African Union Heads of State and
Government. This Declaration was approved after the report of the meeting of the
African Ministers of Agriculture on 1-2 July 2003 and of the meeting of the NEPAD
Implementation Committee of Heads of State and Government. This was followed by the
Syne Declaration adopted in February 2004 at the African Union Extraordinary Summit
on Water and Agriculture.

The facts support the position of the African leaders. Thus, in Southern Africa, the
agricultural production index in 2000 was 106 (taking the reference at 100 over the
average three-year period 1999-2001). It dropped to 98 in 2001 and increased back to
104 in 2002.

In the Horn of Africa, the agricultural production index in 2000 was 99. It increased to
108 in 2001 but showed a downward and stagnating trend in 2002 and 2003, with a
value of 106.

Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary General
of the United Nations
New York
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During these periods, the soils of Africa did not change. What changed was the rainfall.

Similar data could be given for the West and Central African countries of the Sahel in the
70 's and 80 's and Ethiopia. In Sahelian countries, the agricultural production index
decreased at the beginning of the 70's and was lowest in 1973, with a value of 41 (taking
the reference at 100 over the average period 1999-2001). The index progressively
increased during the remaining of the decade but dropped again to 50 in 1984. In
Ethiopia, the agricultural production index decreased to 65 in 1975. It recovered during
the following years but decreased again in 1984-85 as well as in 1993-94.

It is therefore not surprising that the report on the State of Food Insecurity 2003
concluded that 80% of the food emergencies in the world are water related. In addition,
of the 35 countries currently affected by a food crisis, 24 are African.

Naturally soil fertility is an important factor for agricultural productivity and FAO is
paying a lot of attention to this issue. FAO also participated with the World Bank in the
Soil Fertility Initiative for improving soil fertility, particularly in Sub-Saharan countries.

But we cannot ignore that Africa has only 7% of its arable land irrigated (3% if we
exclude the 5 most performing out of a total of 53 countries) against 37% in Asia. Africa
uses only 4% of its renewable water reserves for irrigation, against 17% in Asia.

Thus, there will be no secure productive and competitive agriculture in Africa as long as
the problem of water, followed by poor rural infrastructure (storage, roads, markets), is
not solved.

Besides, in the presence of water, proper integrated plant nutrient systems with adequate
chemical and organic fertilizer can correct the mineral and biological deficiencies of the
soils.

Yours sincerely,

V o
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