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PT. JD S ( 2-531 

TO: 

FROM : 

U N I T E D 0 N S N A T I 

2, ~, i'V .)1 .. 
• 

REFERRAL 

__ / /' 
Mr . P,.ppe de Seynes 

K. W. Tayl~ 1)J' ~. 

SHEET 

so 534/32 

SUBJECT: Action tJ3.ken on Austrian complaint concerning 
impoFtltion of dangerous drugs with suppli~s 
for. refugees in Austria . 

,.,. 

1. The attached memorandum of 19 April from Miss Aline Cohn 
indicates the action taken by the High Commissioner at 
Mr . Hill's request . 

2. Another memorandum dated 17 April, attached, from Mr . 
Atzenweiler , Secretary of the Permanent Central Opinium 
Board, indicates the action taken by him . 

3. The original Austrian complaint dated 21 March and 
Mr . Hill's letter dated 9 April may also be found in 
the attached file.~~ ~-<.c 4-) 

4. / You may wish to~orm the Austrian Delegation 
(or should I?Yof the action taken with regard to 
their complaint . It seems that this action was even 
more formal than that which Mr. Hill had offered to 
arrange and of which he informed Ambassador Matsch 
in his letter of 9 April . , r 

5. I feel that a further formal letter to the Austrians 
is unnecessary, unless the Delegation should request 
it. 

,, 

PLEASE RETURN TO SENDER WITH YOUR COMMENTS 



UNITED NATIONS • NATIONS UNIES 

BRANCH OFFICE FOR THE UNITED STATES 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 

DELEGATION POUR LES ETATS UNIS 
HAUT COMMISSARIAT POUR LES REFUIIES 

TO: 

FROM: 

.... INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Mr. · Martin Hill 
Deputy,. Under-Secretary, ESA _ 

Aline Cohn ~ •~ Alf 
·Representative, UNHCR,,,,;, W 

JBJECT: Importation of d~rous drugs into Austria 
,. 

19 April 1957 

I ~ave just been informed by my Geneva Headquarters that pursuant 
to the cibled correspondence between yourself and Geneva, the High 
Commissioner has met with the voluntary agencies concerning the Austrian 
charges. 

You recall that the High Commissioner agreed that our Office would 
inform the voluntary agencies concerning the regulations in respect of 
the importation and international control of dangerous drugs, and bring 
to their attention the necessity of conforming to the regulations. A 
meeting was held with the agencies on 16 April, at which copies of 
Articles 12 and 13 of the Convention of 19 February 1925 were distributed 
to the agencies. 

Mr. L. Atzenweiler also spoke to the group and elaborated on the 
Convention. In addition, copies of the Annex to the statistical forms 
prepared by the Permanent Central Opium Board which list the narcotic 
drugs falling under the international conventions, were d:Lstributed. 
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COMITE CENTRAL PERMANENT DE L'OPIUM 

NATIONS UNIES 'i ... 
Palais des Nations 
GEN:tVE, SUISSE 

PERMANENT CENTRAL OPIUM 
UNITED NATIONS 
Palais des Nations 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

BOARD 

Telephone : 83 10 oo 83 20 oo 83 40 oo 
Telegrammes : NARCONT? OL GENEVE 

Telephone 33 10 00 33 20 00 3340 00 

Telegr.ams : NARCONTROL GENEVA 
' -~ 

... 
5 Ir/ r-d I 5]1 ,. 

To ~ Mr o Martin Hill , ;: 
Deputy Under-Secretary, Department of Economic and 

Social ,¥'fairs, Headq_uarters, New York 
,.,. 

From _:t. A-t?..zenwiler , 
. \$ecretary of the Permanent Central Opium Board .,, 

Subject Oomplaint by the Austrian Government regarding 
the shipment of narcotic drugs to Austria by 
Refugee Relief Agencies 

Reference: Your cables to Mro G.Eo Yates and to the High 
Commissioner for Refugees 

Geneva , 17 April 1957 

I should lilce to i nform you that it was agreed between the High 
Commissioner , Mro Yates and myself that I should address a meeting of 
Refugee Relief Agencies representatives on the above-mentioned subject . 
This meeting took place on 16 April , in the Palais des Nations , and was 
attended by some forty representatives of these agencies. 

The q_uestion was introduced by ~Ir . W.A. Einegar , of the Office of 
the HOR , who stated the complaint addressed by the Austrian Govern.ment 
to the Secretary-General . In my turn, I explained (a) that the 
possession , handling and export of narcotic drugs were governed by 
certain rules and restrictions , national and international, of which 
I gave a summary; (b) that failure to abide by these rules constituted 
both an offence under national laws and a breach of international 
Conventions, and might therefore result in the drugs being seized as 
merchandise moving in illicit traff,ic; and (c) that, as pointed out by 
the Austrian Government, in the rare cases where medical treatment of 
refugees justified the use of narcotic drugs , the substances necessary 
could easily be obtained on the spot and through the proper channels. 
I also recalled that soon after the last war , certain q_uantities of 
narcotic drugs supplied by relief agencies for use in camps for 
displaced persons and other similar establishments eventually found 
their way into the illicit traffic9 I concluded by inviting the 
representatives to request their respective organizations to refrain 
in the future from including narcotic drugs in relief shipments. 



,, I 

- 2 -

~ ~ 
-~ The Office of the HOR had reproduced in mimeograph form Articles 12 

and 13 of the International Convention of 19 February 1925 on narcotic 
drug,131 and these t exts were distributed to the representatives together 
with comprehensive list of all narcotic drugs at present subject to 
inte~national control under the Conventions of 1925 and 1931 and the 
ProtoOj)l of 19480 

I hope that~what was done at this meeting may induce the offending 
agencies., to pu~ an end to a practice which, very justifiably, the 
Austria{i Government deprecateso 

. ,,. 

Copy to The High Commissioner for Refugees 
Mr o G..E o Yates 

!.A . 
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U TIO 

GENEVA 

670 LINDT IN ORMATIO YATES AND REHLING FURTHER TO MY 545 
-- ... ' 

YAT 57 AUSTRIA MISSION HAS AGREED TO LESS FOR1 L PROCEDURE 

fflAN REQUES D IN MATSCHS LETTER TWENTYONE MARCH ·STOP PROPOSE 

REPLY OFFICIALLY QUOTE FOLLO~NG I ORMAL CONSULTATIO~ Int 

UNHC AND CMA IN YOUR~ '"BSE CE CMA WITH DR HAROMY AND • ,. 

F2 a 
.,.. 

D WOLTE or YOUR MISSIO CMA EYE HAVE HONOUR TO INFO M YOU THAT 

SECRETARY GENERAL IS REQUEST! G HIGH COMMISSIONER TO REMIND 

VOLUNTARY AGE IES ORKING FOR EFUGEES or RELEVANT GENERAL " 

PROVISIONS INTE NATIOt L CONVEtTION RELATING TO DANGEROUS 

DRUGS or NINETEE FEBRUARY 1925 UNQUOTE MISSION WILL BE SATISFIED­

IF YOU DO THI THROUGH a 

P3/34 • 

STANDI G CO FERENCE BUT SAID THAT IF SITUATION DOES NOT IMPROVE 

CMA GOVER ME T MAY HAVE TO ASK FOR OTHER STEPS LATER 

STOP MOST GRATEFUL YOUR HELPFUL OFFER AND JILL APPRECIATE 

WUR ACTION AS INDICATED· • 

HILL+ 

CFM 670 5 578 1 2 5 + -I 
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UNITED NATIO.~S • NATIONS UNIES 

INTtROFFICt MtMORANDUM 

TO: Mr. Martin Hill 

\~, 
Date: 1 April 195..1. 

.. FILE NO.: _________ _ 

FROM: K. W. Taylo1(4{) ."-:J · .. 
Austrian letter of 21 ~~rch 1957. 

SENDER'S TELEPHONE EXTENSION: __ _ 

SUBJECT: 

••••• 

; · 

1. Mr~- !ates has replied to your cable No. 545 which requested 
him and Lindt to consult and advise. Mr. Yates• reply No. 578 to our 
545 :{s attached • 

2. The reply suggests two alternatives: 

(a) To ask the Austrian Delegation to name the 
organizations and agencies which have contravened 
the rules contained in the Narcotics Convention, 
and on the basis of this information, the Secretary­
General would remJnd the organizations concerned of 
their" obligations'; 

(b) The High Commissioner would be willing to rem:i,nd the 
collaborating agencies of the relevant general provisions, 
without in any way connecting that reminder with the 
present problem. 

3. I suggest that, before sending a formal reply, you discuss the 
problem with the Austrian Ambassador, Mr. Matsch. It seems that it could 
have been, and should now be handled on a much less formal basis than he 
has requested in his letter of 21 March. 

4. I suggest that you offer to implement the procedure indicated in 
alternative (b), i.e. either Lindt or the Secretary-General's representative 
(Pelt or Palthey) could raise the question with the President of the 
Standing Conference of Voluntary Agencies working for Refugees, in Geneva, 
and ask him to remind the agencies working in Austria, or the Conference 
as a whole, of th~ appropriate ~egulations. 

5. If necessary, you might try to convince Mr. Matsch,first of the 
political desirability of limiting the scope of his intervention - that 
is, no te insist on informing "the Governments of Member States", and 
secondly, that the more direct and less formal procedure suggested above 
would probably have speedier and more effective results. 

_,~, I);;;~ ~ Mil.· .fr? f/Q./)o,.,._, , "1dtill', ~ ~ 
I... Ak ~• I /ro-,15 cJ., • ~ 4.,..w,( N'f. .ru ~,l 

~ 'i--71_ _ #1 I ... 1/·~ , . Ar /V~.--C ,~ #1 ~ .. --~~ n · c-,J~ t ;,~-rp.~ flYt. 
~~ LA'. ~~- • us-. .:r.cl_,, __ 4.,.. ~L7-:e..~ /4',, ,..r 
,>~~ ~ ~~ ~ 11 II...~,.. ~" ~ fa., ~ J"'), l-.41'. J 
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~ t.,, i.: r' ~ ... ;' ,..:.31.. Seciion 
11-l.·,;,i 20·,.) 
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U1GAVA 78 0 FIDENTIEL HILL EX YAT ATZENJILER CONV IN U QUE 

NI PRESIDENT NI MEMB ·S OMITE CENTRAL PER A ET O IU E FERONT . . 
OBJECTION A t°·QUE".SECRETAIRE GE ERAL TRAITE E. TIEREMENT ETTE ·r . 

AFFAIR£ SOP IL SIGNAL£ PRECEDE TS DANS DISTRIBUTION U RA ET 

PA A EE AMERICAINE DAS PAYS LIBE ES STOP PROBLEMES TOUJOURS 

ETE TRAITES 

P2 

AVEC GR DE DIS RETIOi POUR EV TE G OSSISSEME T DES FAITS PA. 
., --,.-✓ 

CERTAINES AMPAGNES STOP ETTE OBSERVATION GARDE SA VALEUR DANS '-

CAS P ESENT STOP REU ION TENUE AVEC PAGES POUR HR ET REHLING 

POUR OBEZ A ONCLU DESIRABILITE CIR ONSC IRE PROBLEME ETA ·r DONE 

QUE NI GOUVER ME.TS NI PART! ULIERS I vRIMINES PAR DELEGATION 

AUTRICHIE~ E QUI POUR AIT ETRE 

P3 

01TACTEE PO PRE I QUELLES ORGA ISATIO SET AGENGES AURAIETT 

CO REDIT EGLES RELATIVES CO VE TIONS STUPEFIANTS 

STO EPONSE DELE 

A LEUR RAP L 

DECLA ENA PAS IT 

AT ICHIE NE ERMETTRAIT SE RET 

LIGATIONS ESULTA TD(~ 0 'VENTIONS STOP 

IMMEDIAT DAS AFFAI E MAIS POURRAIT 

E P AIT PLUS SIMPLE PPELER 

P4/32 

SANS LI FAIRE STOP SANS PRESUMER 

LIEN QUELCO UE INDIQUO S QUE LIGUE C OIX RO GES PEND SOIN 

EFUGIES P OV EN EH GRIE ET CI OLLE TE 'T TIE A VIEN E 

OLIS DESTI H NGRIE 

CFM ;;7 
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UNATIONS 

GE EVA s: 

545 CO FIDENTIAL FOR LINDT YATE~ AND OBEZ HAVE RECEIVED 

LETTER FROM AUSTRIAN AM ~sADOR STATING THAT SUPPLIES BEING SENT 
,J-

B'l Q.UOTE VARIOUS~ AGENCIES ABROAD FOR ASSISTANCE TO HUNGARIAN 
~ ~ . . .. . 

REFUGEES u uo· TO ORGA IZATIONS lN AUSTRIA CMA QUOTE FROM 

TIME TO TIME CO TAI, ARCOTIC DRUG~ FOR WHICH NEI'IllER AN 

USTRIA IMPORT • 

P2/ 50 ll! 

LICENCE CMA OR AN EX ORT LICENCE OF THE C0 ·1PETENT AUTHORITY 
-

ABOARD HAS DEE I~SUED' U QUOTE STOP AMBASSADOR REQUESTS 

SECGE lNFORM GOVERNME TS EMBER STATES QUOTE TO SEE TO 1 T THAT 

CMA I ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIO c- ARTICLE THIRTEEN PARAS 

ONE AND TWO OF TIIE GENEVA co ENTIO ~ or 19 FEBRUARY 1925 CMA 

nIE • 

P3/-38 • 

EXPORT OF JARCOTIC DRUGS TO U~TR!A SE PERMITTED ONLY IF 

ACCOMPA IED BY A E PORT LICE CE ISSUED BY THE COMPtTENT AUTHORITY 

OF THE EXPORTI G cou TRY ON BASIS or AN AUSTRIA IMPORT 

CER IFICATE UN UOTE STOP KINDLY CONSULT AD ADVI~E • 

CFM 45 19 1925 + 
HILL+ 

r 
C 
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M.ACON• 10 

No . 686-A/57 

,} 

Sir , 

AU STRIAN MISSION 

E l,JNITED NATIONS 

ST 69T H STREET 

EW YORK 21, N , Y . 

MAR 22 1957 ,, 

I have the honor to request your assistance in the following 

matter: 

Some of the relief-shipments which are sent to relief organi­

zations in Austria from various a encl s abroad for assistance to 

Hungarian refugees, from time to time contain narcotic drugs for 

which neither an Austrian import license, nor an export license of 

the competent authority abroad has been issued. 

Since medical care for Hungarian refugees merely in few cases 

requires the use of narcotic drugs, such medicines are needed to a 

very limited degree only. The quantities that are needed can easi­

ly be supplied in Austria. It is not desirable to have narcotic 

drugs shipped to Austria, even though done with the best of inten­

tions for relief purposes, without an Austrian import license and 

without an attached list of the narcotic drugs contained in the ship­

ment, in accordance with the international regulations regarding the 

export and import of narcotic drugs . 

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold 
Secretary-General of the 

United Nations 
United Nations 
New York , N. Y. 

" 
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~, If these provisions are not being complied with, the drugs -

apart from the fact that they escape control by the competent Austri­

an authorities - could ge~ into the hands of unauthorized persons, 

especially in case~ where such medicines have been sent together with 
,.,, 

other go0ds l~k~ food or clothing. -~ 
Itt· ·view of this situation I have the honor to request you, Sir, 

to infonn the Governmen~!3~~~e~~e!.-:_S~a~~--s~ to se: _!'.? it, th!:_!: , in 

accordance with the provisions of article 13, par. 1 and 2 of the con­

vention of Geneva of 19 February 1925, th~ e!£0-l't of narcotic drugs ~ 

Austria be ~ ,!'lllitt~d only !f aC£9_I!lpanied by apv ex:RQrt liceyJ.S~ issued 

an Austrian import certificate. 
.... .._ ........ 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration . 

F-4~ 
F. Matsch 
Ambassador 

J 



Tl-IE OVERLAND (,ORPORATION 
TOLEDO 4, OHi 0 

OFFICE OF THE PRES I DENT 

Mr . Myer ,Cohen_.·· 
Executive-Director for 

Relief to the Hungarian People 
United Nations 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

January 2, 1957 

\ 11 1!\~' 

"' Lu:~~.-:; -

I appreciate your letter of December 27 acknowledging 
my letter to the Secretary General and I need not assure you of 
my very great continued interest in the activity of our country 
in this tremendously important task . 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ~ 
Ward M. Canaday 

WMC:D 
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29 Novem r 1956 

De Mr. ae or., 
I wish to tp you tor ur lett r of 26 ov.,.,.,,,,.,.. 1956 .. 

addre ed to tn cretary- eral. tr 

c r~ the recEn develo ent with regard to the ituation or .,. 
Hungatian refuge in Au.stri • Th stat t has be brought 

to th tt tion of the O!fic of the High Co sioner for Retug es. 
I assur you that thi d velo tis reoei urgent t.t tion 

and that th ne data contained in the st t nt is eing fully tak 

,, .. • .. int ccount in pr p rth r ppro riate t ps in oeord c with 

r olution /409. 
Th Seor ta.17' 

Ref e s have_ o q add s an 

ich is ttacbed. In thi pp , 

\,1.1,1&~ ... - sion r fr 

t , a copy ot 
atr s ed the sub t tial 

increa in the num. r 

condition, and the di1'!ioul.ti 

Austria, their 

ere t for th Austri uthoritie 
as descr.1 b in your 

Ir-......... , dear • or, 
Your , 

Philippe d eyn s 
de S cretar;r for 

lit t th ari P pl 

as and Pl ip 
t to the Uni 

r1 United 
31 E 

e York 21 . N. Y. 
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AUSTRIAN MISSION 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS '. 31 EAS"J' 69TH STREET 

NEW YORK 21, N . Y. 

TEL. REGENT 7-6400 

Ho .1979-A/'56 
; 

Nov.26th, 19'56 

(enclosure) 
8, 

so .531/.J~~~ . 
rJ 

Sir, 
.,. 

With reference to res olution A/RES/4o9 adopted by 

the General Assembly on November 21st, 19'56 recognizing 

the urgent need of the Hungarian r-efugees for care and 

resettlement, and requesting the Secretary-General and 

the High Commissioner for refugees to continue their efforts, 

I have the honor to transmit to you enclosed a statement 

concerning the rec·ent development with regard to the situa­

tion of Hungarian refugees in Austria,; ,the statement also 
t 

contains suggestions regarding measures to facilitate and 

expedite .assistance to those refugees. 

I hope that the given data in this statement will 

be useful to you in preparing further appropriate steps 

in accordance with resolution A/RES/4o9. 

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration, 

f:. 4UI~ 
F.Matsch 

Ambassador 
The Secretary-General 
of the United Nations 
f~ t he attention of Mr .Philippe de Seynes 
United Nations 
New York, N .Y. 


