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Dear Secretary-General,

In accordance with paragraph 20 of UN Security Council Resolution 1244, I attach a
report on KFOR operations covering the period 1 to 30 September 2003, as a
contribution to your report to the Security Council.

Yours sincerely,

End.

His Excellency
Mr Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General
United Nations Headquarters
United Nations Plaza 2
New York 10017
U.S.A.
Fax: 001 212 9632155
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Monthly report to the United Nations on KFOR Operations

1. Over the reporting period (1 to 30 September 2003) there were just over 20,700
KFOR troops in theatre.

Status of Partner/Non-NATO Contributing Nations

2. On 16 September, the Irish Transport company left the Province.

3. On 13 September, a Swedish soldier died in an accidental explosion on Camp
Victoria, MNB (C) and another soldier was injured. The accident occurred when
the soldiers were carrying out Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) training.

Security

4. Although the general situation in Kosovo stabilised somewhat during
September, it was nonetheless marked by continued violence. KFOR's
presence increased due to operations conducted by reserve forces to hinder
extremist activity throughout the Province. A total of 37 incidents of inter-ethnic
violence were reported, 19 of which were instances of intimidation and 8 of
stone-throwing conducted by youths. Threats against UNMIK increased
compared to August, with a total of 14 incidents reported. There were 26 cases
of violence reported against the Kosovo Police Service (KPS), including the
murder of a KPS officer on 7 September and the wounding of another on 10
September.

5. On 4 September, there was a serious disturbance at Dubrava prison. 174
prisoners barricaded themselves in their cellblocks and set their mattresses on
fire in protest at their poor living conditions. After about three hours, the
UNMIK-P Special Police Unit regained control of the block and the fire brigade
put out the fire. Five prisoners died, probably from smoke inhalation, and
around 20 prisoners and twenty policemen were taken to the hospital for smoke
inhalation treatment. KFOR's involvement was limited to the provision of liaison
officers and observation of the scene by other assets.

6. On 6 September, Kadri Morina, an AKSh Commander and head of a criminal
gang involved in tobacco smuggling, was detained at Camp Bondsteel for
questioning.

7. On 7 September, a KPS officer was murdered in Berjaha, He was driving home
after finishing duty in Djacivica when an unidentified assailant ambushed his
car. Following the shooting, the officer's pistol, two magazines and 30 rounds of
ammunition were stolen along with his identity card. UNMIK has yet to
apprehend the perpetrator of this murder.
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8. On 10 September, UNMIK-P received a report of gunshots in Pristina and
found two cars parked by a petrol station, one of which with a body in the
passenger seat. Two other injured men had been transported to the hospital;
one of them was a KPS member working for the Regional Crime Unit.

9. On 15 September, in Urosevac, five individuals entered the Mirdita market
owned by Bekim and Nezir Shaia. Bekim is a former KPC member who had
received several unspecified threats in 2001 and 2002. Bekim opened fire with
an AK-47, killing one of the individuals and wounding another, while the
remaining three men escaped. All parties in the incident were Kosovo
Albanians, and the incident appears to be linked to criminality.

10. On 18 September, KFOR issued a statement clarifying its position on the War
Memorials in Prisren, which were erected without planning approval. In the
statement, COMKFOR was said to have held talks with the War Veterans
Association (WVA) during which he had stated that the issue had to be dealt
with at the local levef. In response, the WVA acknowledged that the need to
comply with the decisions of public institutions. The statement added that the
Kosovo leadership had agreed the concept of erecting memorials to the victims
and martyrs of all wars in places designated by local authorities within all
municipalities.

11. On 26 September, in Pec, a remotely-controlled explosive device hidden under
a street gutter damaged a hardened civilian vehicle. The explosion caused light
injuries to the passenger, a Kosovo-Afbanian, Ramiz Muriqi. Muriqi has
survived several previous assassination attempts. He was a friend of Tahir
Zemaj, who was an important witness in the trial of the KLA leader Daut
Haradinaj and was assassinated on 4 January 2003. Muriqi is the last surviving
key witness in this trial and this latest incident could be an attempt at revenge.

Attacks against KFOR and KFOR Operational Activities

12. During September, there were no violent acts directed against KFOR
personnel, compared to one incident in August 2003.

13. The operational rehearsal DYNAMIC RESPONSE 03 was successfully
concluded. In response to the Ministry of Interior operation to apprehend Ethnic
Albanian Armed Groups (EAAGs) in the Crna Gora area and in liaison with the
Skopje authorities, KFOR continued to monitor the situation along the border
with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 1 and initiated a number of risk
reduction measures. MNB(E) was tasked to make preparations for interdiction
operations to deter the movement of extremists across the border, for the
reception and care of refugees and the establishment of Vehicle Check-Points
(VCPs). The visible conduct of increased presence operations appears to have
eased tensions among Kosovo Serbs.

1 Turkey recognises the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name.
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Cooperation and Compliance by the Parties

14. The armed forces of Serbia and Montenegro and the Ministry of Internal Affairs
Special Police (MUP) continued to remain in compliance with the terms and
conditions of the Military Technical Agreement.

Outlook

15. The general security situation in Kosovo is tenuous and can easily be
undermined by intra- and inter-ethnic violence. The most significant danger to
public security in Kosovo is organised crime and to a lesser extent, EAAGs.
Politicians' and local activists' ties to these groups hinder the strengthening of
essential institutions dealing with law and order, which are badly needed in the
Province.
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