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January 23, 2002 EXECUTIVE OFFICE
HE SECRETARY-GENERAL

H.E. John A. Kufuor
President of the Republic of Ghana
Office of the President of the Republic
Accra, Ghana
Fax: +233 (21) 676 933

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing on behalf of Citizens International (CI), and at the request of
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, to bring to your attention a successful new model CI
has developed to stimulate private sector investment in development projects in
Africa. The Secretary-General asked me to brief you on CI's accomplishments in
Nigeria and to share with you my ideas on how, with your support, we might replicate
and expand upon these successes in Ghana.

Citizens International is a US-based international development organization
that specializes in designing and managing public-private partnerships for sustainable
development. Our approach successfully leverages matching funds from development
agencies, charitable foundations and private companies to magnify the impact of
economic development projects. Our senior staff includes internationally recognized
development experts with many years experience in Africa, including former senior
officials from USATD, World Bank, and other leading bilateral and multilateral
development agencies.

We at CI enthusiastically support your plan to promote the production and
export of textiles, garments and cassava starch through the creation of a Ghana-based
public-private partnership. We believe that our current experience with cassava-based
job creation and export promotion in Nigeria has positioned us well to work with your
government, UNDP-Ghana, and the private sector to ensure the success of this
commendable initiative. In addition, members of CI's staff have personally overseen
the implementation of highly successful youth employment programs in Senegal and
Tanzania. The Senegal initiative, co-sponsored by UNDP, the World Bank, and the
private sector, created over 60,000 new jobs in key sectors such as urban infrastructure
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In Nigeria, CI works closely with the New Nigeria Foundation (NNF), a Lagos-based
non-profit development agency we helped to create in 2000 with start-up funding from the
United Nations Foundation (UNF) and UNDP. In just two years the NNF's funding base has
more than doubled and it is now actively involved in the planning, oversight, and
implementation of development projects in thirteen Nigerian states. Many prominent
Nigerians serve with me on the NNF's Board of Directors, among them Dr. Chris Kolade,
who as you may know was recently named by President Obasanjo to be Nigeria's next
Ambassador to the United Kingdom.

Together, CI and NNF have mobilized resources from Federal, State, and Local
Government Agencies, major US charitable foundations, and several international
corporations to design and implement development projects in the areas of agricultural
competitiveness, small business development, community health, education, women's
empowerment, information technology, and youth employment. Our Community Health
Services Program is expected to benefit over 300,000 Nigerians by the end of 2002. Our
work with cassava farmers, business leaders, agricultural institutes, and the governments of
several Nigerian States has produced a successful and replicable model for the production,
marketing and export of a wide range of high value-added cassava products.

My colleagues and I would like to arrange a meeting to discuss the CI approach to
development in greater detail. Specifically, we would like to perform initial survey work to
identify priority areas for Cl-leveraged investments in Ghana, with an emphasis on the textile,
garment and cassava sectors. With your approval, I would also like to contact UNDP's Africa
Bureau hi New York to explore options for funding such a survey. My staff has been in touch
with the Ghanaian Embassy in Washington DC and with your office in Accra to set up a
phone conversation. If you should wish to contact me by phone, my direct line hi Boston is:
(617) 951-0482. All of us at Citizens International look forward to working with you and
your Government to expand the resources available for development work in Ghana.

Sincerely,

J. Brian Atwood, President
Citizens International

CC: H.E. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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