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Note to Mr. Nambiar 

Task Force on the Responsibility of International Organizations f . 
and the United Nations 

1. This is with reference to your note ~ated 16 D~cember 2008, regarding the Task Force 
on the Responsibility oflnternational Organizations and the United Nations (the "Task Force"). 

2. In your note you indicate that given the keen interest which Member States may have in 
the outcome of the work of the Task Force, "it may be advisable to hold consultations with them 
at an early stage". Having taken due note of your comment, we~e ame,nd~ ..• J he 11erms of 
Reference of the Tas~ FQ.~9~in_9_!der~~ntroduc~~~ib!_!i~n t_9,~ :BfrJiz.ninary, schedule ofthe 
Task Force that would allow for suclt.consultations. I should also note that the work of the Task 
Force will primarily assist the Organization in the important mission of providing meaningful 
comments to the Draft Convention on the Responsibility of International Organizations that is 
currently being discussed at the International Law Commission. 

3. In addition, and with regard to the second issue raised in your note, namely, the 
observations made by the Controller regarding the funding of the Task Force, I have provided 
him with a detailed estimated timeframe and costs, a copy of which is attached to this note for 
your information. This detailed proposal is specifically designed to meet the constraints of 
limited budget availabilities and the requirements of the results-oriented mandate assigned to the 
Task Force. It is my hope that, on the basis of this substantiated proposal, the Contmller will be 
in a position to confirm the availability of the Peacekeeping Support Account budgef. 

4. I thank you for the assistance on this matter. 
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Note to Mr. Yamazaki 

Re: Task Force on the Responsibility of International Organizations 
and the United Nations 

I. Introduction 

1. This is with reference to the Note of Mr. Nambiar, dated 16 December 2008 indicating 
certain issues in relation to the above-referenced matter. It was noted that the proposal, as 
presented, needed to be substantiated to "a much higher degree" before a decision on funding 
could be made. Reference was also made to the fact that, (i) the Fifth Committee specifically 
reduced the proposed budget amourits for consultancies under the support account during the 
current fmancial period, and (ii) OLA has only a limited budget available for consultancies. 
Therefore, it was noted that your Office was not in a position to confirm the availability of 
funding under the Peacekeeping Support Account (the "Support Account") _and that you 
would require further iilformation on (a) amounts and (b) timing to provide more 
comprehensive advice. 

II. Funding of the Task Force by the Support Account 

2. I wish to recall that in a meeting on 23 July 2008, called by the former Legal Counsel 
with the purpose of informing the Secretary-General's Office and the Department of 
Management about the establishment, including its financial implications, and the work 
envisaged for the Task Force on the Responsibility of International Organizations and the 
United Nations (the "Task Force"), the former Controller . indicated that the resources 
necessary would, in principle, be covered by the Support Account. 

3. Following your request for information, we have reviewed the allotments issued to 
OLA for 2008/09 under the Support Account. We have been able to confirm that OLA has 
been provided funds only for posts, travel, communications and IT. Indeed, OLA did not 
request, nor did it receive, any funding for consultancy projects. Having noted Mr. Nambiar.'s 
comments regarding the budgeted amount for consultancies under the Support Account, we 
would like to highlight that in the Budget for the Support Acco\illt for 2008/09 (A/62/783), 
under the heading of consultancy requirements (vid. paras. 32 and 33), it is indicated that 
funds have been provided to DPKO and DFS for the review of "substantive areas that are of 
critical concern to the Organization and that would have an impact on the overall effective 
management of peacekeeping operations". We_ are of the view that such justification is 
relevant to the work to be carried out in connection with the Task Force. 

4. As described in the Terms of Reference of the Task Force (the "Terms of Reference"), 
the last version of which is attached to this note for ease of reference, the Organization is 
currently facing greater challenges to its activities originating from the monitoring role 
exercised by entities outside the -United Nations system as well as from . claims directly 
brought against the United Nations before domestic as well as regional courts. In such 
context, it is proposed that a Task Force be established to review the potential exposure of the 
United Nations to legal responsibility, as well as to define policies to handle such 
responsibility, with· a view to minimizing the risks for the Organization and addressing its 
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consequences in a satisfactory manner~ ·The work of the Task Force is also aimed at helping 
the Organization to comment meanmgfully on the important work being undertaken by the 
International Law Corinnission. It is of paramount importance that the United Nations be in a 
position to coniment on the Draft Convention on the · Responsibility of International 
Organizations before . it is finalized because of the significant consequences that this text may 
have for the Organization. 

III. Qualifications of the external consultant for the Task Force 

5. While the Task Force will be composed of UN staff members, it will require the 
assistance of an external consultant to accomplish its objectives as specified in the Terms of 
Reference mentioned above. 

6. The Task Force will require the assistance of an external consultant, who has (i) 
thorough knowledge of international law and international organizations, specifically of the 
United Nations, as well as (ii) demonstrated knowledge on the topic of international 
responsibility, . in general, and international responsibility of international organizations, in 
particular. T4e external consultant would also need to be ready to do ground research in 
consultation with UN. Departments, Funds and Programmes. 

7. Having considered the above qualifications and a range of potential . candidates 
available, it was determined that Professor Pierre Klein, a professor of international law at the 
Universite Librede Bruxelles, fulfils the qualifications required. Professor Klein is a well­
knowli public international law professor ahd has published extensively on the topic of the 
responsibility of international organizations. He has also appeared as counsel in several cases 
before the International Court of Justice. I attach his curriculum vitae. 

.· IV. Terms of reference for the engagement of the external consultant for the Task 
Force 

8. As specified in the Terms of Reference, with the assistance of a consultant, the Task 
Force will deliver its work in a phased manner. For that reason, we would propose that the 
external consultant be remunerated in instalments upon certification of the . completion of 
deliverables for each phase. I attach the draft terms of reference for the engagement of the 
external consultant. 

V. Costs associated with the engagement of the external consultant for the Task 
Force 

9. In addition to the costs associated with the deliverables to be completed in accordance 
with the Terms of Reference of the Task Force, during the period of the consultancy as it is 
currently envisaged, travel arrangements and daily subsistence allowance should also be 
foreseen for four travels and a total time of five weeks, as specified in the attached draft terms 
of reference for the engagement of the external consultant. 



VI. Other costs associated with the Task Force 

10. In addition to the above costs, it is envisaged that the consultant may incur additional 
costs in the maximum amount of US$2,000 related to communications and other incidental 
costs associated with compiling information and producing a final report. 

VII. Conclusion 

11. I trust that the above addresses your request for further information on the amourits~ 
involved and timing in connection with the Task Force. Accordingly, we would very much 
appreciate if your Office could identify and allocate the necessary funds within the Support 

'Account to cover the expenses of the Task Force. I should be grateful for your response to the 
above at your earliest convenience so as to allow the Task E'orce to commence its work as 
early as possible in February 2009. 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Nambiar 
Ms. Kane 
Ms. Malcorra 
Mr. Kim 

~~=<~ 
· Patricia O'Brien 

27 January 2009 



Terms of Reference of the Task Force on the Responsibility of International 
Organizations and the United Nations · 

I. Background of the Task Force 

The involvement and activities of the United Nations in international and national 
affairs have significantly evolved in the past decades. The Organization currently participates 
in a broad range of activities, in which it has to deal with challenging peacekeeping, peace­
building and nation-building operations, often for extended periods of time and often dealing 
with conflicts of a very complex nature that have, in some cases, resulted in the commission · 

· ofinternational crimes. 

. Moreover, in the implementation of certain mandates, the United Nations has 
increasingly relied on the involvement of other actors, such as regional organizations or 
"coalitions of the willing", by delegating powers.or authorizing and endorsing their activities. 
The Organization has also developed a variety of innovative tools and programmes, including 
targeted sanctions regimes, the implementation of which has given rise to difficulties and 
criticism. 

In this context, the Organizatio~ is currently facing greater challenges to its activities · 
originatingfrom the monitoring role exerdsed by entities outside the United Nations system 
as well as from claims directly brought against the United Nations before domestic courts, 
The United Nations is also confronting, albeit indirectly, the judicial scrutiny of regional 
courts in issues related to the imposition of targeted sanctions regimes or the delegation of its 
authority to coalition forces or regional arrangements. The developing case-law of the 
European Court of Human Rights is of particular concern in this respect. In a decision of 31 
May 2007, Behrami and Saramati v. France; Germany and Norway, the Court declared 
inadn:iissible claims brought before it regarding the conduct by KFOR and UNMIK in 
Kosovo, on the ground that the relevant acts were, ''in principle, attributable to the UN". 
Using similar language in subsequent cases, the Court concluded that a broad range of acts, 
including those of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina for example, could be 
attributed to the United Nations, thus implicitly raising the issue of the Organization's 
international liability for those acts. On this basis, explicitly quoting Behrami, a recent 
decision of the House of Lords found that the unlawful detention of individuais by UK forces 
in Iraq could be attributable to the UN. 

In view of these developments, actions undertaken by Member States ·under the 
"umbrella" of the United Nations may give rise, in future, to further legal action against the 
Organization. Therefore, it is proposed that a Task Force be established to review the 
potential exposure of the United Nations to legal responsibility, as well as to defme policies to 
handle such responsibility, with a .view to minimizing the risks for the Organization and 
addressing its consequences in a satisfactory manner. In performing its functions, the Task · 
Force will have to take into account, in particular, the multi-faceted activities of the United 
Nations under increasingly complex mandates. While it is well understood that, in the context 
of the activities outlined above, the · United Nations has responsibilities of a moral and 
political nature, the scope of the Task Force will be exclusively focused on the exposure of 
the Organization to legal responsibility. 

_]_ 



II. Objective of the Task Force 

The objective of the Task Force will be principally to provide recommendations that 
will permit the Organization (i) to identify, in each case, the conditions to establish the 
responsibility of the. Organization, (ii) to determine the conditions in· which such 
responsibility may be deemed solely attributable to the Organization or shared with other 
actors, (iii) to address the consequences of such responsibility in . the framework of the 
Convention of the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations of 13 February 1946 and, 
in .this context, (iv) to provide recommendations to the Organization to deal with such 
responsibility. 

III. Working methods of the Task Force 

The following list of working methods is not exhaustive and is set forth below 
. exclusively as a guideline: 

(i) To study and analyse Security Council's mandates contained in its resolutions or 
elsewhere as an authority to act or an obligation to perform; 

(ii) To review the implementati<?n of Security Council mandates by the United 
Nations in connection with the main areas of focus identified in Section IV 
below; 

(iii) To hold consultations with the relevant UN Departments, Funds and 
Programmes in the form of meetings, interviews, surveys and/or any other form 
of communications deemed appropriate for purposes of collecting primary 
information concerning the activities of the Organization in the field; 

(iv) To provide recommendations to the Organization in the form of a report and/or 
interim reports. 

IV. Scope of the Task Force 

In its review of the activities of the Organization, the Task Force will focus, in 
particular, on the following main areas: 

(i) Peacekeeping operations, as well as any other operations mandat~d under the 
Charter of the United Nations, and claims concerning damages and/or failure to 
perform; 

(ii) Sanctions regimes and fundamental rights; and 

(iii) Any other areas identified by the Task Force in the course of its analysis. 



V. Oni;anization of the Task Force 

The Task Force will have an Executive Committee composed of the Legal Counsel, 
the Deputy to the Legal Counsel, the respective Directors of Codification and the General 
Legal Division (GLD), and the Principal Legal Officer of the Office of the Legal Counsel. 
The focal point of the Executive Committee will be the Director of GLD, assisted by a 
Secretary of the Task Force who will be responsible for the coordination of the activities of 
the Task Force. The Executive Committee of the Task Force will report directly to the Legal 
Counsel. The Executive Committee of the Task Force Will rely on the · Office of Legal 
Affairs' support staff. 

The Task Force will be composed of UN staff members to be identified, as necessary, 
by the Executive Committee. The Task Force will require the assistance of an external 
consultant to accomplish its objectives as specified in Section II above. · 

VI. Resources of the Task Force 

The resources necessary for the activities of the Task Force will be covered by funds 
from the Peacekeeping Support Account. 

VII. Timeline 

With the assistance of a consultant, the Task Force will deliver its work in a phased 
manner, as described in the preliminary schedule of the Task Force attached as Annex I. 

27 January 2009 



ANNEX I 

Preliminary schedule of the Task Force 

I. 

II. 

First interim report identifying; in particular, (i) types 
of activities and areas · of potential risk for the 
Organization arid (ii) conditions Tor determining. the 
potential responsibility of the Organization (the "First 
Interim Report"). 

Such report would include, at the miillmum, (a) an in­
depth analysis of relevant documentation identified and 
provided by the United Nations, and (b) an 
identification of areas and activities ofpotential risk to 
the Organization. · 

Second interim report on preliminary recommendations 
(the"Second Interim Report"). 

In addition to the First Interim Report, the Second 
Interim Report would include . a first set of 
recommendations to the UN Secretariat in relation to 
the Respot?-sibility of International Organizations and 
the United Nations. · 

ill. Final report on the Responsibility of International 
Oqfanizations and theUnited Nations(the "Final 
Report"). 

IV. Finalization ari.d presentation of Final Report to the 
Management Committee 

·. 30 June 2009 

· 30 September 2009 

30 November 2009 

31 December 2009 



ANNEX II 

Preliminary documentation identified 

I. Relevant case-law (in chronological order- per court): -

• ECHR: Waite and Kennedy v. Germany, Judgment, 18 February 1999 

-· 
• · ECHR: Beer and Regan v. Germany, Judgment, 18 February 1999 

• ECHR: Bancovic v. 17 Member States of NATO, Decision on 
Admissibility, 12 December 2001 

• ECHR: Senator Lines GmbH v. the 15 Member States of the European 
Union, Decision on Admissibility, 10 March 2004 

• ECHR: Bosphorus v. Ireland, Judgment, 30 June 2005 

• ECHR: Behrami and Behrami v. France and Saramati v. France, Germany 
& Norway, Decision on Admissibility, 31 May 2007 

• ECHR: Kasumaj v. Greece, Decision on Admissibility, 5 July 2007 

• ECHR: Gajic v. Germany, Decision on Admissibility, 28 August 2007 

• ECHR: Beric and others v. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Decision on 
Admissibility, 16 October 2007 

• ECJ: Dorsch Consult v. Council and the Commission, Case T-184/95 

• ECJ: Yusuf and AI Barakaat International Foundation v. Council and the 
Commission, Case T-306/01 

• ECJ: Kadi v. Council and the Commission, Case T-315/01 

• ECJ: Hassan v. Council and the Commission, Case T-49/04 

• ECJ: Ayadi v. Council, Case T-253/02 

• ICJ: Effect of Awards of Compensation Made by the United Nations 
Administrative Tribunal, Advisory Opinion, ICJ Reports 1954, pp. 47-57 

• ICJ: Legal Consequences for States of the Continued Presel}ce of South 
Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) Notwithstanding Security Council 
Resolution 276 (1970), Advisory Opinion, ICJ Report& 1971, pp. 16 and ff 
(para 89) 
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• ICJ: Interpretation of the Agreement of25 March 1951 between WHO and 
Egypt, Advisory Opinion, ICJ Reports 1980, pp. ·890-900 ' 

• ICJ: Legality of the Use by a State ofNuclear Weapons in Armed Conflict 
(Request by WHO), Advisory Opinion, ICJ Reports 1996, pp. 74-75 

• ICJ: Difference relating to immunity from legal process of a Special 
Rapporteur on Human Rights (Cumaraswany Case), Advisory Opinion, 
ICJ ~eports 1999, pp. 62 and ff (para 66) · 

• PCA: BIS Repurchase of Private Shares Award, partial award of 22 
November 2002 

• House of Lords: Application of Al-Jedda v. Secretary of State for 
Defence, 12 December 2007 

II. Relevant doctrine (in chronological order): 

• Eagleton, International Organizations and the Law of Responsibility, in 76 
Recueil des Cours, 323, 325 (1950) 

• Lauterpacht, The Legal Effect of Illegal Acts of International 
Organisations, in Cambridge Essay in Internatibnal Law: Essays in 
Honour of Lord McNair 88, 94-99 (1965) 

• De Arechaga, International Responsibility, in Sorensen ( ed: ), Manual of 
Public International Law, 531,595 (1968) 

• Di Blase, Sulla responsabilita internazionale per attivita de l'ONU, RDI­
Revue de Droit International,250-280 (1974) 

• Arsanjani, Claims Against International Organizations: Quis Custodiet 
Ipsos Custodies, 7 Yale J. World Pub. Ord. 131, pp. 133-34(1981) 

• Butkiewiecz, The premises of International Responsibility of 
Intergovernmental Organizations, PYIL - Palestine Yearbook of 
International Law, 117-140 (1981-82) 

• Osieke, the Legal Validity of Ultra Vires Decisions of International 
organizations, 77 Am. J. Int'1 L., 866, 867 (1983) 

• Meng, Internationale Organisationen im volkerrechtlichen Deliktsrecht, 
Z.f.a.o.r.u., 324-357 (1985) 

. ' 

• Szasz, The United Nations Legislates to Limit Its Liability, 81 Am. J. Int'l 
L. 739 (1987) 



• Seidl-Hohenveldern, Responsibility of member states of an international 
.organization for acts of that organization in Le droit international a l'heure 
de sa codification; etudes en l'honneur de Roberto Ago - v. 3, 415-428 
(1987) 

• Perez Gonzalez, Les orgamsations internationales et le droit de la 
responsabilite, Revue Gen6rale de Droit International Public (RGDIP) 
(1988) 

• Schermers, Liability of International Organizations, Leiden Journal of 
International Law (LllL), 3-14 (1988) 

• Amerasinghe, Liability to Third Parties of Member States of International 
Organizations: Practice, Principle and Judicial Precedent, 85 Am J. Int'l L. 
259 (1991) 

• Hartwig, Die Haftung der Mitgliedstaaten fiir internationale 
Organisationen - Responsibility of member States for international 
organizations (English summary), (1993) [to be completed] 

• Hirsch, The Responsibility of International Organizations toward Third 
Parties: Some Basic Principles, Dordrecht, Martinus Nijhoff (1995) 

• Higgins, The Legal Consequences for Member States of the Non­
Fulfillment by International Organizations of their Obligations Towards 
Third Parties, Annuaire Institut de Droit International A.I.D.I, 249-469 
(1995-1} 

• Amerasinghe, Principles of the Institutional Law of Internatio.nal 
Organizations, Cambridge University Press (1996) 

• Sato, Evolving Constitutions of International Organizations, The Hague, 
London/Boston, K.luwer International (1996) 

• Klein, La responsabilite des organisations internationales, Brussels, 
Editions Bruy1ant (1998) 

· • Dupuy, Manuel sur les organisations internationales, Martinus Nijhoff 
Publishers (1998) 

• Shraga, U.N. Peacekeeping Operations: Applicability of International 
Humanitarian Law and Responsibility for Operations-Related . Damage, 
Am. J. Int'l L., 406,409 (2000) 

• Reinisch, Securing the Accountability of International Organizations, in 7 
Global governance a review of multilateralism and international 
organizations, Lynne Rienner Publishers, 131 (200 1) 



• Sands, Klein and Bowett (eds.), Bowett's Law of International 
Institutions, Thomson Sweet & Maxwell (200 1) 

• Rigo Sureda, Process Integrity and Institutional Independence in 
International Organizations: The Inspection Panel and the Sanctions 
Committee of the World Bank in Chazournes · et al. ( eds. ), International 
Organizations and Dispute Settlement: Trends and Prospects, 165-169 
(2002) 

• Gaillard and Pingel-LenUzza, International Organisations and Immunity 
from Jurisdiction: to Restrict or to Bypass, 51 Int'l & Comp. L.Q. 1 (2002) 

• Hafner, Can International Organizations be Controlled? Accountability 
and Responsibility, 97 Am. Soc'y Int'l L. Proc., 236 (2003) 

• Suzuki and Nanwani, Responsibility of International Organizations: The 
Accountability Mechanisms of Multilateral Development Banks, 
Michigan Journal of International Law, Vol27:177 (Fall2005) 

• Talmon, Responsibility of International Organizations: Does the European 
Community Require Special Treatment? in Ragazzi (ed.), International 
Responsibility Today, pp. 405-421, Koninklijke Brill (2005) 

• · Dominice, The International Responsibility of the United Nations for 
Injuries Resulting from Non-Military Enforcement Measures, in Ragazzi, 
International Responsibility Today: Essays in Memory of Oscar 
Schachter, Martinus Nijhoff, 363-370 (2005) 

• Lehnardt, European · Court Rules on UN and EU Terrorist Suspect 
Blacklists, ASIL Insight, Vol. 11, Issue 1 (January 2007) 

• · D' Aspremont, Abuse of the . Legal Personality of International 
Organizations and the Responsibility of Member States, International 
Organizations Law Review, pp. 91-119 (2007) 

• Acquaviva, Human Rights Violations before International Tribunals: 
Reflections on Responsibility of International Organizations by the Legal 
Officer, Appeals Chamber, International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia, Leiden Journal of International Law, 20: 613-636, Cambridge 
University Press (2007) 

• Halling and Bookey, Peacekeeping in Name Alone: Accountability for the 
United Nations in Haiti, Hastings Int'l Comp. L. Rev., Vol. 31:1 (2008) 



III. Relevant UN documents (in chronological order): 

• UN Secretariat, Office of Legal Affairs, Law Applicable to Contracts 
Concluded by the United Nations with Private Parties - Procedures for 
Settling Disputes Arising out of such Contracts - Relevant Rules and 
Practices, 1976 UN Jurid. YB, 159, 160 . 

• General Assembly resolution 49/3 7 of 9 December 1994 on the 
comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping operations 
in all their aspects 

• Report of the Secretary-General, "Review of the efficiency of the 
administrative and financial functioning of the United Nations, Procedures 
in place for implementation of article VIII, section 29, of the Convention 
on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, adopted by the 
General Assembly on 13 February 1946", A/C.5/49/65 

• General Assembly resolution 50/30 of 22 December 1995 on the 
comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping operations 
·in all their aspects 

• Secretary-General's reports on third-party liability arising from 
peacekeeping operations, A/511389 and A/511903 

• General Assembly resolution 52/247 of 26 June 1998, which established 
temporal and fmancial limitations on the liability of the Organization 
arising from peacekeeping operations 

• Report of the Secretary-General pursuant to General Assembly resolution 
53/3 5: the fall of Srebrenica, A/54/549 

• Report of the Secretary-General on "Procurement-related arbitration", 
A/54/458 

• General Assembly resolution of 12 December 2001 on the Responsibility 
of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts 

• Legal Opinion of the Legal Counsel to the Controller, dated 23 February 
200 1, advising on the basis for the settlement and payment of claims 
against the Organization 

• Responsibility of international organizations, Comments and observations 
received from international organizations, 25 June 2004, A/CNA/545 

• Responsibility of international organizations, Comments and· observations 
received from international organizations, 12 May 2005, A/CNA/556 



• Model Memorandum of Understanding between the United Nations and 
States contributingresources to a United Nations peacekeeping operation, 
A 7 511967, annex 

IV. Other relevant documents (in chronological order): 

• Resolution No. 1/2004 on the accountability of international organizations, 
referring to the Final Report of the 71 st Conference of the International 
La\¥ Association, held in Berlin, 16-21 August 2004 [see also reports of 

· the International Law Association's Committee · on Accountability of 
International Organizations] 

• EU Presidency Statement - Responsibility of International Organizations 
(25 October 2005, New York) PRES05-274EN (http://www.europa-eu­
un.org/articles/en/article _ 5206 _ en.htm) 



Pierre KLEIN 

Rue de Ia Fauvette 80 
1180 - Bruxelles 
Tel.:+ 32.2.733.16.56 

Bureau: 
Centre de droit international 
Faculte de droit- U.L.B. 
C.P. 137 
Avenue F.D. Roosevelt, 50 
1050 - Bruxelles 
Tel. : + 32.2.650.34.04 
Telecopie: + 32.2.650.33.54 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

Adresse electronique : piklein@ulb.ac.be 

Nationalite: Beige 

Fonctions actuelles 

Professeur de droit international a l'Universite libre de Btuxelles 

21105/08 

Directeur du Centre de droit international et de sociologie appliquee au droit international 
de l'Universite libre de Bruxelles 

Formation 

1987 - Licence en droit avec distinction a l'Universite Libre de Bruxelles 

1988 - Licence speciale en droit international avec grande distinction a l'Universite 
Libre de Bruxelles 

1996 - Doctorat en droit avec Ia plus grande distinction a l'Universite Libre de 
Bruxelles (these portant sur "Le droit de la responsabilite des organisations 
internationales") 

Langues 



2 

Anglais : tres bonne connaissance : parle, ecrit, publications 
Neerlandais : bonne connaissance 
Espagnol et italien connaissance passive 

Experiences professionnelles 

I. Academiques 

1. Enseignement 

Charge des enseignements suivants a I'U.L.B. : "Responsabilite internationale" (30 heures), 
"Theorie generale du droit international" (24 heures), "Droit de l'espace" (24 heures) (en 
qualite de suppleant depuis 1996, de maitre de conferences depuis 1997, de charge de 
cours depuis 1999), "Questions speciales de droit international relatives aux pays en 
developpement" (24 heures) (en qualite de maitre de conferences depuis 1998, de charge 
de cours depuis 2000), "Reglement des differends internationaux" (24 heures - depuis 
2006); "Fonctions diplomatiques, consulaires et internationales" (30 heures) (de 1996 a 
1999). 

Cours a !'Institute of Public International Law and International Relations de l'Universite 
de Thessalonique, Grece, en septembre 2005 ("Les pretentions des Etats a Ia mise en 
ceuvre "unilaterale" du droit international") 

Professeur invite a I'Universite de Paris Sud (Paris XI - Sceaux) pour un seminaire sur Ia 
responsabilite internationale des Etats, novembre 2004 

Professeur invite a I'Universite d 'Ottawa en janvier 2004 et en janvier 2007, pour le cours 
de « Reglement des differends en droit international public » 

Cours a I' Academie de droit international de La Haye en aofit 2003 ( « Le droit 
international a l' epreuve du terrorisme ») 

Professeur invite a I 'Universite d 'Abomey-Calavi (Benin - DEA droits de Ia personne et 
democratie) (depuis 2000), pour le cours d ' Introduction au droit international public 

Mission d'enseignement au Vietnam (Universite nationale du Vietnam - Faculte de droit) 
en decembre 2000 (droit international public) 

Charge de cours invite pour le cours de "Droit international public" (partim, 20 heures) 
pour l'annee academique 1997-1998 a Ia Faculte de droit de l'Universite catholique de 
Louvain 
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Charge du cours de "Problemes d'actualite en droit international public" pour l'annee · 
academique 1996-1997 a Ia Faculte de droit de l'Universite McGill (Montreal) 

Charge de l'enseignement du cours de "Droit des organisations internationales" (30 heures) 
pour l'annee academique 1995-1996 a l'U .L.B. 

Charge du cours de "Droit international public" pour l'annee academique 1995-1996 au 
Departement des sciences juridiques de l'Universite du Quebec a Montreal (UQAM) 

Charge du cours de "Reglement des differends internationaux"· pour les annees 
academiques 1994-1995 et 1995-1996 a Ia Faculte de droit de l'Universite McGill 
(Montreal) 

Charge du cours de "Droit international public" pour l'annee academique 1993-1994 a Ia 
Faculte de droit de l'Universite d'Ottawa (section de Common Law) 

Charge de l'enseignement du cours de "Responsabilite internationale" (30 heures) pour 
l'annee academique1992-1993 a l'U.L.B. 

En septembre 1991 et 1992, charge de l'enseignement du cours d"'Introduction to the 
European Communities Treaty Law " (6 heures) dans le cadre du "Semester on the 
European Communities II organise a l'Institut d'Etudes europeennes de l'U.L.B. par 
l'universite de Drew (New-Jersey). 

Enseignement du cours de "Droit des organisations internationales" en premiere licence en 
droit a horaire decale a l'U.L.B. (pour les annees academiques 1988-1989 et 1989-1990). 

2. Recherche. 

De 1990 a 1994, aspirant au Fonds national de Ia recherche scientifique de Belgique. 
Preparation d'une these de doctorat sur "Le droit de Ia responsabilite des organisations 
internationales" (Centre de droit international- U.L.B.). 

Durant l'annee academique 1994-1995, Boulton Fellow a Ia Faculte de droit de l'Universite 
McGill (Montreal). 

Depuis 1997, premier assistant (50% ETP) a Ia Faculte de droit de l'U.L.B. 

D'octobre 1999 a juin 2000, Visiting Scholar au Lauterpacht Research Center for 
International Law de l'Universite de Cambridge 

De 2002 a 2004, co-direction d'un projet de recherche intitule «Societe civile et 
democratie dans Ia prise de decisions et les mecanismes de contr6le des organisations 
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internationales » (Centre de droit international et Centre de philosophie du droit de 
l'U.L.B., en collaboration avec l'Universite de Londres et !'Ecole des Hautes Etudes en 
Sciences Sociales de Paris). 
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II. Non-academigues 

1. Consultations 

En 2005-2006, expert aupres du Groupe de recherches et d' information sur la paix (GRIP­
Bruxelles), pour !' elaboration d' un avant-projet de convention de la Communaute 
economique des Etats d'Afrique de l'ouest (CEDEAO) sur le trayage et le marquage des 
armes legeres 

Depuis mai 2005, expert aupres du Comite des frontieres de la Republique socialiste du 
Vietnam 

En 2002-2003 , expert aupres du Groupe de recherches et d' information sur la paix (GRIP­
Bruxelles), pour !'elaboration d'un avant-projet de convention intemationale sur le trayage 
et le marquage des armes legeres 

De 2002 a 2005, conseil de la Republique du Niger dans !'affaire relative au Differend 
.frontalier Niger/Benin devant la Cour intemationale de Justice 

Depuis 2001 , conseil de la Republique democratique du Congo dans !'affaire relative aux 
Activites armees sur le territoire du Congo (RD.C. c. Ouganda) devant Ia Cour 
intemationale de Justice 

De 2000 a 2006, conseil de Ia Republique democratique du Congo dans )'affaire Ahmadou 
Sadio Diallo (Republique de Guinee c. R.D.C.) devant Ia Cour intemationale de Justice 

En 1998-99, travaux d'assistance de recherche pour Je professeur J.P. Cot dans Je cadre de 
)'affaire de I'Ile de Kasikili/Sedudu (Botswana/Namibie) devant Ia Cour intemationale de 
justice. 

En juin 1997, expert aupres du gouvemement canadien (ministere de la Justice - procedure 
de retrait de Ia residence permanente a une personne accusee de crimes de droit 
international) 

En mars et avril 1992, travaux de recherche pour Je gouvemement libyen dans Je cadre de 
!'affaire de I'Incident aerien de Lockerbie (Libye c. Etats-Unis et Libye c. Royaume-Uni) 
devant Ia Cour intemationale de justice. 

En 1991, travaux d'assistance de recherche pour Je professeur J.P. Cot (arbitrages relatifs 
aux marches entre organisations intemationales et societes privees ). 

De 1990 a 1992, etudes et recherches effectuees pour la Republique de Mauritanie a 
Bruxelles, Paris et Aix-en-Provence sur diverses questions de delimitation territoriale et de 
responsabilite intemationale. 
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De 1988 a 1991 , plusieurs mois de recherches a Londres eta Bruxelles pour lecompte d'un 
groupe de professeurs consulte par l'Etat du Qatar a propos d'un litige territorial. 

2. Autres 

Secretaire-redacteur aux sessions de Milan ( 1993) et de Lisbonne (1995) de l'Institut de 
droit international. Responsable du secretariat pour les sessions de Strasbourg (1997), de 
Berlin (1999) de Vancouver (2001) et de Bruges (2003). 

A vocat stagiaire au Barreau de Bruxelles d'octobre 1988 a juin 1989. 
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Publications 

I. Livres 

A. A titre d'auteur ou de co-auteur 

1. Droit d'ingerence ou obligation de reaction ? - Les possibilites d'action visant a assurer 
le respect des droits de Ia personne face au principe de non-intervention, avec 0. Corten, 
Bruylant, Bruxelles, 1992, 281 pages (Prix Alice Seghers 1992, Faculte de droit de 
l'U.L.B.). Deuxieme edition augmentee, 1996, 309 pages. 

2. La responsabilite des organisations internationales dans les ordres juridiques internes 
et en droit international, Bruylant, Bruxelles, 1998, xxxii+673 pages. 

3. Bowell's Law of International Institutions, 5eme edition, avec Ph. Sands, Sweet and 
Maxwell, Londres, 2001, xxxv+610 pages (6<me edition a paraitre en 2009). 

B. A titre de co-editeur 

1. Entre les !ignes-Laguerre du Golfe et le droit international, Bruxelles, Creadif, 1991, 
(ouvrage collectifpublie sous les auspices du Centre de droit international de l'U.L.B.). 

2. A Ia recherche du nouvel ordre mondial, 2 volumes, Bruxelles, Editions Complexe, 
1993, ( ouvrage collectif pub lie a I' initiative de !'Association droit des gensr 

3. Les defis du "nouvel ordre mondial", Les dossiers du GRIP, n° 182, Bruxelles, 1993 
(ouvrage collectifpublie a !'initiative de !'Association droit des gens). 

4. Demembrements d'Etats et delimitations territoriales : !'uti possidetis en question(s), 
avec Olivier Corten, Barbara Delcourt et Nicolas Levrat, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 1999, 449 p. 

5. L 'intervention en Irak et le droit international, avec Karin Bannelier-Christakis, 
Theodore Christakis et Olivier Corten, Paris, Pedone, 2004, 378 p. 

6. Societe civile et democratisation des organisations internationales, avec Nicolas 
Angelet, Thomas Berns, Olivier Corten et Benoit Frydman, Bruxelles, Academia, 2005, 
245 p. 

7. Les Conventions de Vienne sur le droit des traites - Commentaire article par article, 
avec Olivier Corten, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2006, 3 vol., xxxix + 2965 p. (deuxieme .edition 
en langue anglaise en preparation - publication prevue en 2009 chez Oxford University 
Press). 
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8. Pouvoir du droit, droit du pouvoir - Melanges offerts a Jean Salmon, avec Nicolas 
Angelet, Olivier Corten et Eric David, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2007, xxxix + 1506 p. 

II. Cours 

1. « Le droit international a l'epreuve du terrorisme », Recueil des Cours de l'Academie de 
droit international, tome 321 (2006), Leiden/Boston, Martinus Nijhoff, 2007, pp. 203-484 

2. « Les pretentions des Etats a la mise en reuvre 'unilaterale' du droit international », 
Thesaurus Acroasium, Thessalonique, 2007, 65 pp. (sous presse) 

III. Articles et notes 

A. A titre d'auteur : 

1. "La protection diplomatique des doubles nationaux - Reconsideration des fondements 
de la regie de la non-responsabilite", RB.D.l (Bruxelles), 1988, pp. 184-216. 

2. "Recent European Trends in Asylum and Granting Refugee Status", Journal of Refugee 
Studies (Oxford), 1990, no 2, pp. 163-175. 

3. "Les accords de cooperation horizontale dans les Etats federaux", Cahiers du Centre 
d'Etudes du Federalisme (Bruxelles), no 2, 1990, 42 pages. 

4. "Les organisations internationales face au sida", in Le sida, un deft aux droits, Actes du 
colloque de l'Institut de Sociologie sur "Les aspects juridiques du sida", Bruxelles, 
Bruylant, 1991, pp. 33-55 et RB.D.I. (Bruxelles), 1990, pp. 153-170. 

5. "Statut et responsabilite des forces coalisees", in Entre les /ignes-Laguerre du Golfe 
et le droit international, Bruxelles, Creadif, 1991, pp. 79-90. 

6. "Le contentieux belgo-zalrois - Developpements recents", etude particuliere pour la 
chronique "La pratique du pouvoir executif et le controle des Chambres legislatives en 
matiere de droit international", R.B.D.l (Bruxelles), 1991, pp. 230-242. 

7. "Le droit aux elections libres en droit international : mythes et realites", in Association 
droit des gens (Ed.), A Ia recherche du nouvel ordre mondial, Vol. I, Bruxelles, 
Editions Complexe, 1993, pp. 93-121. 

8. "Le soutien aux processus de democratisation : une nouvelle ligne de force de Ia 
politique beige de cooperation au developpement", etude particuliere pour Ia chronique 
"La pratique du pouvoir executif et le controle des Chambres legislatives en matiere de 
droit international", R.B.D.I. (Bruxelles), 1993, pp. 606-613. 
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9. "La protection de l'assistance humanitaire : un nouveau mandat pour les Forces des 
Nations Unies", Revue quebecoise de droit international (Montreal), 1993-1994, pp. 
95-102. . 

10. Redaction de definitions pour le Dictionnaire de droit international public realise sous 
les auspices de I'AUPELF-UREF, dans les domaines du droit diplomatique et 
consulaire (sous Ia direction de J. Salmon - environ 20 entrees) et du droit de Ia 
responsabilite internationale (sous Ia direction de A. Pellet - environ 25 entrees), 
Bruxelles/Paris, Bruylant/A.U.F., 2001. 

11. "Quelques retlexions sur le principe de specialite et Ia "politisation" des institutions 
specialisees", in Laurence Boisson de Chazournes et Philippe Sands (Eds.), 
International Law, the International Court of Justice and Nuclear Weapons, 
Cambridge University Press, 1999, pp. 78-91. 

12. "Les glissements semantiques et fonctionnels de l'uti possidetis", in Olivier Corten, 
Barbara Delcourt, Pierre Klein et Nicolas Levrat (s.l.d.), Demembrements d'Etats et 
delimitations territoriales : !'uti possidetis en question(s) , Bruxelles, Bruylant, 1999, 
pp. 281-306 et R.B.D.l (Bruxelles), 1998, pp. 107-128. 

13. "La Cour de Justice des Communautes europeennes et le droit international - De 
quelques contradictions", Melanges dedies a Michel Waelbroeck, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 
1999, pp. 1-18 (addendum au volume I des Melanges). 

14. "Les institutions financieres internationales et les droits de Ia personne", R.B.D.l 
(Bruxelles), 1999, pp. 8-25. 

15. "Les mecanismes de controle des engagements des Etats parties aux conventions du 
Conseil de l'Europe", Revue de droit de l'UL.B. (Bruxelles), 2000, pp. 203-238. 

16. "Les problemes souleves par Ia reference a Ia 'communaute internationale' comme 
facteur de legitimite dans le cadre du conflit du Kosovo", in Olivier Corten et Barbara 
Delcourt (s.l.d.), Droit, legitimation et politique exterieure : /'Europe et Ia guerre du 
Kosovo, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2001 , pp. 261-297. 

17. Commentaire de l'Article 5 de Ia Charte africaine des droits de l'homme et des peuples, 
a paraitre dans le commentaire article par article de Ia Charte africaine, sous Ia 
direction de Maurice Kamto (manuscrit disponible). 

18. "Les organisations internationales dans les conflits arrnes : Ia question de Ia 
responsabilite internationale", in M. Benchikh (s.l.d.), Les organisations 
internationales et les conjlits armes, Paris, L'Harmattan, 2001, pp. 167-198. 

19. "La reforme de Ia cooperation beige au developpement", etude particuliere pour Ia 
chronique "La pratique du pouvoir executif et le controle des Chambres legislatives 
en matiere de droit international", R.B.D.l (Bruxelles), 2002, pp. 421-438 
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20. "L'action des organisations non gouvernementales pour Ia protection de 
l'environnement marin dans Ia zone economique exclusive : le cas de Greenpeace", 
in Erik FRANCKX et Philippe GAUTIER (s.l.d.) , La zone economique exclusive et 
Ia Convention des Nations Unies sur le droit de Ia mer, I982-2000: un premier 
bilan de Ia pratique des Etats, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2003, pp. 133-141. 

21. "Les Nations Unies, les Etats et Ia societe civile : Ia place et le role des organisations 
non gouvernementales au sein de l'ONU", in La democratisation du systeme des 
Nations Unies, actes du colloque organise en decembr~ 2000 par l'Institut d'Etudes 
politiques d'Aix-en-Provence et le CERIC, Paris, Pedone, 2001 , pp. 97-113 . 

22. « V ers Ia reconnaissance progressive d 'un droit a des represailles armees ? », in K. 
Bannelier, Th. Christakis, 0. Corten et B. Delcourt (s.l.d.) Le droit international 
face au terrorisme, Paris, Pedone, 2002, pp. 249-257. 

23. « Responsibility for Breaches of Obligations to the International Community as a 
whole and United Nations Law», European Journal of International Law (Florence), 
2002, pp. 1241-125 5 ; egalement publie so us le titre « Responsabilite pour violation 
d"obligations decoulant de normes imperatives du droit international general' et droit 
des Nations Unies », in Pierre-Marie DUPUY (s.l.d.), Obligations multilaterales, droit 
imperatif et responsabilite internationale des Etats, Paris, Pedone, 2003, pp. 189-206. 

24. « The effects of US predominance on the elaboration of treaty regimes and on the 
evolution of the law of treaties", in Michael BYERS et Georg NOLTE (Eds.), The 
Effects of United States Predominance on the Foundations of International Law, 
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2003, pp. 363-391. 

25. « L'attribution d'un fait a une organisation internationale », a paraitre dans Droit de Ia 
responsabilite internationale (s.l.d. A. Pellet, J. Crawford, P. Bodeau et S. Szurek), 
Paris, Pedone, 2007 (manuscrit disponible). 

26. Commentaires des articles 49 et 50, in Jean-Pierre COT, Alain PELLET et Mathias 
FORTEAU (s.l.d.), La Charte des Nations Unies- Commentaire article par article, 
3<me ed., Paris, Economica, 2005, pp. 1303-1328. 

27. « L'enchevetrement des competences en matiere de repression dans les conventions 
destinees a proteger les communications aeriennes et maritimes », in Les competences 
de l'Etat, Actes du colloque de Rennes de Ia Societe fran<;aise pour le droit 
international, Paris, Pedone, 2006, pp. 287-299. 

28. Commentaire de !'article 80 de Ia Convention de Vienne de 1969 et de !'article 81 de Ia 
Convention de Vienne de 1986, in Olivier CORTEN et Pierre KLEIN (s.l.d.), Les 
Conventions de Vienne sur le droit des traites - Commentaire article par article, 
Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2006, pp. 2819-2836. 
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29. « Jean Salmon et !'Ecole de Reims », in Droit du pouvoir, pouvoir du droit- Melanges 
Jean Salmon, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2007, pp. 19-39 · 

30. « Le Conseil de securite et la lutte contre le terrorisme : dans l'exercice de pouvoirs 
toujours plus grands », in Revue quebecoise de droit international (Montreal)(numero 
special en hommage a Katia Boustany), 2007, pp. 133-147. 

31. Redaction des entrees "International Organisations or Institutions, Decision-Making 
Process" et "International Organisations or Institutions, Internal Law and Rules" dans 
!'Encyclopedia of Public International Law, sous la direction du Max-Planck Institut, 3"m• 
ed. Oxford University Press, 2007 (manuscrit disponible), 12 pp. 

B. A titre de co-auteur : 

1. "L'intervention militaire des Etats-Unis a Panama et le droit international" (avec 0. 
Corten), Revue nouvelle (Bruxelles), 1990, n° 3, pp. 18-27. 

2. "Deux poids, deux mesures ? - L'inegalite dans application du pouvoir de decision du 
Conseil de securite" (avec A. Schaus), in Entre les /ignes - Laguerre du Golfe et le 
droit international, Bruxelles, Creadif, 1991, pp. 59-78 et GRIP, dossier "notes et 
documents" n° 152-153, decembre-janvier 1990-1991 , pp. 34-45. 

3. "Droit d'ingerence ou obligation de reaction non armee ?" (avec 0. Corten), R.B.D.I. 
(Bruxelles), 1990, pp. 368-440. Cet article a fourni la base de la premiere partie de 
l'ouvrage precite. 

4. "Devoir d'ingerence ou obligation de reaction armee collective ?" (avec 0 . Corten), 
R.B.D.I. (Bruxelles), 1991 , pp. 46-131. Cet article a fourni la base de la seconde partie 
de l'ouvrage precite. 

5. "Le nouvel ordre mondial" : un role nouveau pour l'O.N.U. ?" (avec 0. Corten), 
Memento defense-desarmement 1992, GRIP, Bruxelles, 1992, pp. 89-98. 

6. "L'assistance humanitaire face a la souverainete des Etats" (avec 0. Corten), Revue 
trimestrielle de droits de l'homme (Bruxelles), 1992, pp. 343-364. Une version revisee 
et condensee de cet article est parue sous le titre "Le statut de !'assistance humanitaire 
en droit international", Cahiers du Libre Examen (Bruxelles), XLeme serie, 1993, pp. 
6-13. 

7. "L'autorisation de recourir a la force a des fins humanitaires : droit d'ingerence ou 
retour aux sources ?" (avec 0. Corten),Journal europeen de droit international 
(Florence), 1993, pp. 506-533. 
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8. "Action humanitaire et Chapitre VII : Ia redefinition du mandat et des moyens 
d'action des Forces des Nations Unies" (avec 0. Corten), Annuaire fram:;ais de droit 
international (Paris), 1993, pp. 105-130. 

9. "Pour une assistance humanitaire efficace sans droit d'ingerence" (avec 0. Corten), in 
M.J. Domestici-Met (Ed.), Aide humanitaire internationale : un consensus conjlictuel 
?, Actes du colloque d'Aix-en-Provence des 8 et 9 janvier 1993, Paris, 
Economica!CERIC, 1996, pp. 284-297. 

10. "L'efficacite de Ia justice internationale" (avec 0 . Corten), in Justice et juridictions 
internationales, Actes des IVemes rencontres internationales de Ia Faculte des sciences 
juridiques, politiques et sociales de Tunis, Paris, Pedone, 2000, pp. 33-72. 

11. « Les causes de justification en droit international general au regard de !'article 31 , par. 
1 c) du Statut de Ia Cour penale internationale »(avec J. Salmon), RB.D.l (Bruxelles), 
2000, pp. 363-373. 

12. « L'attitude des Etats tiers et de l'ONU face a !' occupation de l' Irak » (avec F. 
Dopagne), inK. Bannelier, Th. Christakis, 0. Corten et P. Klein (s.l.d.), L 'intervention 
en Irak et le droit international, Paris, Pedone, 2004, pp. 325-341. 

13. « (Re )writing a Handbook on the Law of International Organisations : Options and 
Challenges » (avec Ph. Sands), International Organisations Law Review (Leiden), 2008 
(sous presse). 

ill. Autres 

A. Syllabi et recueils de texte 

1. Droit des conjlits armes, recueil de documents de base, Bruxelles, C.D.I., U.L.B., 
Montreal, Presses universitaires, 1991, 300 pages (avec E. David). 

2. Methodologie de Ia recherche en droit international public, Bruxelles, P.U.B., 1991-
1992 (Contribution a Ia mise a jour du syllabus de J. Salmon et E. David avec 0. 
Corten et E. Robert). 

3. Current Problems of the International Legal Order/Problemes d'actualite en droit 
international public : Le droit international f ace au conjlit yougoslave, recueil de 
textes, Universite McGill, Faculte de droit, 1996, 163 pages. 

4. Responsabilite internationale, Bruxelles, P.U.B., 1996-1997 (Tome II) et 1998-1999 
(Tome 1), en collaboration avec J. Salmon. 

5. Recueil des ordonnances, decisions et arrets du Tribunal penal international pour le 
Rwanda - Reports of Orders, Decisions and Judgements of the International Criminal 
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Tribunal for Rwanda, 1995-1997, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2000, cxxxv+834 pages ( co-editeur 
avec E. David et A.M. La Rosa). 

6. Recueil des ordonnances, decisions et arrets du Tribunal penal international pour le 
Rwanda - Reports of Orders, Decisions and Judgements of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, 1998, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2003, cxxxvii+ 1462 pages ( co-editeur 
avec E. David et A.M. La Rosa). 

7. Recueil des ordonnances, decisions et arrets du Tribunal penal internationa{pour le 
Rwanda - Reports of Orders, Decisions and Judgements of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, 1999, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2004, cxxxix+2042 pages (co-editeur 
avec E. David etC. Denis). 

8. Recueil des ordonnances, decisions et arrets du Tribunal penal international pour le 
Rwanda - Reports of Orders, Decisions and Judgements of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, 2000, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2005, clxv+ 2531 pages ( co-editeur 
avec E. David etC. Denis). 

7. Droit de /'espace- Recueil de textes, Bruxelles, P.U.B., 2003, 181 pages 

B. Chroniques et compte rendus 

1. Compte-rendu des debats de Ia Journee d'etude sur !'octroi de l'asile et Ia recon­
naissance de Ia qualite de refugie, organisee a Bruxelles le 21 avril 1989, publie dans 
les Actes du colloque, Bruylant, Bruxelles, 1989 et R.B.D.L, 1989, n° 1, pp. 226-233 
(avec 0. Corten). 

2. Participation aux chroniques "La pratique du pouvoir executif et le contr6le des 
Chambres legislatives en matiere de droit international" 
- 1986-1988, R.B.D.L, 1989, n°2 - Redaction des verbi "cooperation au 
developpement", "relations economiques internationales" et "protection diplomatique". 
- 1988-1990, R.B.D.I., 1991, n°1 -"cooperation au developpement" et "relations belgo­
zalroises". 
- 1990~1992, R.B.D.L, 1993, n°1 - "cooperation au developpement" et "droits de Ia 
personne" (partim). 
- 1993-1995, R.B.D.L, 1997, n° 1 - "assistance humanitaire", "cooperation au 
developpement" et "(non-) intervention". 
- 1995-1999, R.B.D.L, 2002, n° 2 - "cooperation au developpement", "(non-) 
intervention" et "reglement des differends". 
- 1999-2003, R.B.D.I., 2005 - "cooperation au developpement", "espace extra­
atmospherique", "organisations internationales" et "reglement des differends". 
- 2003-2007, R.B.D.I., 2008 - "espace extra-atmospherique", "organisations 
internationales" et "reglement des differends". 

3. Une trentaine de comptes rendus d'ouvrages de droit international dans Ia R.B.D.I. 
(depuis 1988), le Journal of Refugee Studies (1991), I'Annuaire canadien de droit 
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international (1993-1996), l'Annuaire africain de droit international (1998), le 
Journal des Tribunaux (2000). 

4. Participation a Ia redaction de l'enonce du probleme du concours de proces-simule en 
droit international Charles Rousseau 1991 (Affaire du Caoutchoustan), 1994 (Affaire 
des filets derivants) et 2001 (Affaire de l'OISEAU). 

5. Redaction d'editoriaux pour Ia section de droit international d'Informations et 
documentation juridiques (editions Kluwer) pour l'annee 1993 (en alternance avec 
O.Corten). 

6. "La soixante-sixieme session de l'Institut de droit international", R.B.D.l, 1993, pp. 634-
644. 

7. "La soixante-septieme session de l'Institut de droit international", R.B.D.l, 1996, pp. 
266-292. 

Collogues- Conferences 

I. Organisation 

1. Membre du comite d'organisation du colloque "Le sida, un deti aux droits"- Les aspects 
juridiques du sida" (Bruxelles, 10-12 mai 1990). 

2. Membre du comite d'organisation du colloque "Des limites administratives aux 
frontieres internationales ? - Le droit international et les demembrements d'Etats" 
(Bruxelles, 23-24 janvier 1998). 

3. Membre du comite d'organisation du colloque "L'intervention en Irak et le droit 
international" (Paris, 17-18 octobre 2003). 

4. Membre du comite d'organisation du colloque annuel de 2008 de Ia Societe franvaise 
pour le droit international, sur le theme "L'Etat de droit en droit international" (Bruxelles, 
5-7 juin 2008). 

II. Communications et conferences 

1. Communication sur "Les organisations internationales face au sida" au colloque "Le 
sida: un deti aux droits" organise en mai 1990 a l'Institut de Sociologie de l'U.L.B. 

2. Cours sur "La responsabilite internationale des Etats en cas de pollution transfrontiere" 
dans le cadre du programme d'ete en droit de l'environnement organise en aout 1992 a 
l'Institut d'Etudes europeennes de l'U.L.B. · 
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3. Conference sur "Les principes democratiques en droit international" pour le Conseil de 
!'education permanente de I'U.L.B. (CEPULB) en janvier 1993. 

4. Communication sur "Le regime juridique de ·l'assistance humanitaire en cas d'obstacle a 
l'acces" et sur "La place de l'humanitaire dans Ia gestion des conflits" au colloque 
"L'aide humanitaire dans le droit international contemporain" organise en janvier 1993 a 
l'Universite d'Aix-Marseille ill. 

5. Communication sur "Les organisations europeennes et le maintien de Ia paix et de Ia 
securite internationales" lors de Ia journee d'etudes sur !'Europe organisee par 
)'association d'anciens parlementaires Pro lege a Bruxelles en juin 1993. 

6. Communication sur "L'extension du mandat des Forces des Nations Unies a Ia 
protection de !'assistance humanitaire" au colloque sur "Les developpements recents en 
droit international humanitaire" organise en avril 1994 a I'Universite du Quebec a 
Montreal par Ia Societe quebecoise de droit international. 

7. Conference sur "L'emergence d'un principe de legitimite en droit international public" a 
l'Universite du Quebec a Montreal en novembre 1994. 

8. Cours sur "Le regime juridique de !'assistance humanitaire" dans le cadre du Dipl6me 
universitaire europeen sur !'aide humanitaire internationale, Bruxelles, novembre 1996. 

9. Levon inaugurate sur "Le droit de Ia responsabilite, miroir de l'ordre juridique 
international?", U.L.B., Bruxelles, janvier 1997. Conference sur le meme theme a 
I'Universite du Quebec a Montreal en avril 1997 et a I'Universite de Tunis I en mai 
1998. 

I 0. Communication sur ''Les glissements fonctionnels et semantiques de !'uti possidetis" au 
colloque "Des limites administratives aux frontieres internationales ? - Le droit 
international et les demembrements d'Etats" organise en janvier 1998 a l'Universite 
libre de Bruxelles. 

11. Participation a une table ronde dans le cadre du Symposium sur les rapports entre 
)'action humanitaire et !'action politico-militaire organise en fevrier 1998 a Bruxelles par 
le ministere des Affaires etrangeres de Belgique et le Comite international de Ia Croix­
Rouge (CICR). 

12. Conference sur "Le concept de Iegalite au sein des organisations internationales" a 
I'Universite de Tunis I en mai 1998. 

13. Participation a une table ronde dans le cadre du colloque "L'intervention d'un media de 
paix etranger dans un pays en conflit : quelle legitimite ?" organise en juillet 1998 a 
Cartigny (Geneve) par la Fondation Hirondelle (media "sans frontieres"). 
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14. Communication sur "Les institutions financieres intemationales et les droits de Ia 
personne" au colloque "Institutions financieres internationales : !'exception aux droits de 
l'homme ?" organise en decembre 1998 a Louvain-la-Neuve et a Bruxelles par Ia 
Coordination pour Ia dignite humaine et le Centre de droit international de I'U.L.B. 

15. Communication sur "La reference a Ia 'communaute internationale' comme facteur de 
Jegitimite" dans Je cadre de Ia journee d'etudes "Droit, legitimation et politique 
exterieure europeenne : La Belgique et Ia guerre du Kosovo" organisee en decembre 
1999 a Bruxelles par Je Centre de droit international de I'U.L.B. Conference sur Je 
meme theme, sous Je titre "Problems raised by the reference to ·the 'International 
Community' as a legitimising factor in the Kosovo cpnflict" au Lauterpacht Research 
Centre for International Law de I'Universite de Cambridge, en mai 2000. 

16. Communication sur "L'efficacite de Ia justice internationale" au colloque "Justice et 
juridictions internationales" organise en avril 2000 par Ia Faculte des sciences 
juridiques, politiques et economiques de Tunis (Tunis JJ). 

17. Communication sur "Les problemes de responsabilite decoulant pour les organisations 
internationales de leur implication dans des conflits armes" au colloque "Les 
organisations internationales et Jes conflits armes" organise en mai 2000 par l'Universite 
de Cergy-Pontoise (Paris). 

18. Cours sur "Les contre-mesures - Experiences recentes de recours a )'embargo" pour Ia 
Fondation Lelio Basso a Tunis en octobre 2000. 

19. Communication sur "Le role des nouveaux acteurs - Jes organisations non­
gouvernementales" au colloque sur "La zone economique exclusive et Ia Convention 
des Nations Unies sur Je droit de Ia mer, 1982-2000 : un premier bilan de Ia pratique des 
Etats", organise en novembre 2000 par Ia Vrije Universiteit Brussel et I'Universite 
catholique de Louvain. 

20. Rapport sur "L'ONU, les Etats et Ia societe civile : vers une gouvernance globale ?" au 
colloque sur "La democratisation du systeme des Nations Unies" organise en decembre 
2000 par le CERIC et I'Institut d'etudes politiques (IEP) d'Aix-en-Provence. 

21. Participation au seminaire sur "The effects of United States predominance on the 
foundations of international law" organise a Duke University (Etats-Unis) en fevrier 2001. 

22. Conference sur "L'exercice de Ia competence universelle sur Ia base d'une Joi nationale 
: le cas de Ia Belgique" a l'Universite McGill (Montreal) en fevrier 2001. 

23. Conference sur le theme " The influence of the United States on treaty-making 
processes " au Lauterpacht Research Centre for International Law de l'Universite de 
Cambridge, en mars 2001. 
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24. Conference sur le theme "Developments in the Law oflnternational Organisations" au 
Lauterpacht Research Centre for International Law de l'Universite de Cambridge, en 
octobre 200I (avec Philippe Sands). 

25. Communication sur « The effects of US predominance on the elaboration of treaty 
regimes and on the evolution of the law of treaties;' au symposium "The United States and 
International Law" organise a l'Universite de Gottingen en octobre 2001. 

26. Communication intitulee "Responsabilite pour violations graves d'obligations dues a Ia 
communaute internationale dans son ensemble et droit des Nations Unies" au colloque "La 
violation d'obligations decoulant de normes imperatives du droit international general et Ia 
responsabilite internationale des Etats" organisee par l' Institut universitaire europeen, 
Florence, decembre 2001. 

27. Communication sur « La responsabilite de l'ONU dans le cadre de Ia chute de 
Srebrenica » au colloque « La tragedie de Srebrenica » organise par le Centre de droit 
international de Nanterre (Paris X), Ia FIDH, MSF et Ia Ligue des droits de l' homme, 
Paris, decembre 200I. 

28. Communication intitulee « Vers Ia reconnaissance progressive d'un droit a des 
represailles armees? », dans le cadre de Ia journee d' etudes sur « Le droit international 
face au terrorisme: apn!s le II septembre 200I » , organisee par le Centre de droit 
international de l'Universite Paris I et le Centre de droit international de l'U.L.B., Paris, 
janvier 2002. 

29. Presidence et participation au panel intitule « The State of State Responsibility » au 
96"m• colloque annuel de !'American Society of International Law, Washington D.C., mars 
2002. 

30. Conference intitulee «Que! role pour Ia Cour internationale de Justice dans les 
relations internationales contemporaines? » a l'Universite de Montreal, octobre 2002. 

3I. Conference intitulee « The impact of the ICJ judgement in the Yerodia case on the 
I993/ I999 Belgian Law on universal jurisdiction » a l'Universite d'Uppsala (Suede), 
janvier 2003 . 

32. Participation a une table ronde sur le theme "Occupation et administration 
intemationale de territoires", dans le cadre du colloque fondateur du Reseau francophone 
de droit international, Geneve, mai 2004. 

33. Communication intitulee "Terrorisme et droits de Ia personne : au-dela de Ia 
derogation" dans le cadre du colloque fondateur de Ia Societe europeenne de droit 
international, Florence, mai 2004. 
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34. Communication intitulee "Quelle evolution du droit de Ia legitime defense a Ia suite 
des attentats du 11 septembre 2001 ?" dans Je cadre d'une conference sur les aspects 
contemporains de la legitime defense organisee a l'Universite de Nancy, mai 2004. 

35. Cours sur "The role of the United Nations in responding to breaches of fundamental 
norms of international law" a l'Universite d'Amsterdam en fevrier 2005. 

36. Presentation intitulee "The Judgement of the International Court ofJustice in the Case 
Concerning Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (DRC v. Uganda)" au 
Lauterpacht Research Centre for International Law de l'Universite de Cambridge, en mars 
2006. Presentation sur le meme theme a l'Universite d'Ottawa en janvier 2007. 

37. Presidence et participation a un panel consacre au terrorisme dans le cadre de Ia 
conference de Ia branche britannique de !'International Law Association, Londres, mars 
2006. 

38. Repondant dans le cadre d'un panel consacre a Ia reforme des Nations Unies et aux 
sanctions internationales, a !'occasion d'un Colloque sur Ia reforme des Nations Unies, 
Universite de Castellon (Espagne), avril2006. 

39. Presentation de I' ouvrage Bowett 'sLaw of International Institutions et communication 
intitulee « An Appraisal of the Criticism Raised by the International Law Commission's 
Draft Articles on the Responsibility of International Organizations» dans le cadre d'un 
colloque sur le droit des organisations internationales, Universite de Leiden (Pays-Bas), 
octobre 2007. 

40. Communication intitulee « Les administrations internationales de territoire : quelle 
place pour l'Etat de droit », dans le cadre du colloque annuel de 2008 de Ia Societe 
franvaise pour le droit international, sur le theme "L'Etat de droit en droit internatio·nal" 
(Bruxelles, juin 2008). 

Autres activites 

Assistance a un semmaire de droit international humanitaire organise par le Comite 
international de Ia Croix-Rouge (C.I.C.R.) en Avignon durant une semaine en septembre 
1988. 

Mission d'observateur judiciaire a Londres en octobre 1991 pour l'A.LJ.D. (proces d'un 
membre presume de l'I.R.A.). 

Membre de Ia mission d'observation conjointe de Ia Commission internationale de juristes 
et de Ia Communaute europeenne pour le second tour des elections presidentielles a 
Madagascar en fevrier 1993. 
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Membre de la mission d'observation de !'Organisation intemationale de Ia Francophonie 
pour le premier tour des elections presidentielles au Niger en octobre 1999. 

De mars 1991 a decembre 1993 (date de suspension de la publication), directeur adjoint 
des Documents juridiques internationaux (Montreal). 

Depuis 1992, secretaire-adjoint de la Revue beige de droit international; depuis 2002, 
membre du comite de redaction de cette Revue. 

Membre du conseil scientifique de la Revue de droit africain et de l'International 
Organisations Law Review et des comites de lecture de la Revue quebecoise de droit 
international et du European Journal of International Law . 

Membre des Societes beige, fran9aise, europeenne et quebecoise de droit international. 
Membre du conseil d'administration du Reseau francophone de droit international. 

Interviews sur divers sujets de droit international pour la BBC, France-Inter, Radio­
Mediterranee internationale, Radio Netherlands International, la radio-television 
nigerienne, la RTBF, la BRF, RTL-TVI, Le Soir, La Libre Belgique, L'Echo, La Cite, 
Libertes, L'Unita, plusieurs radios privees. 



Draft terms of reference of external consultant to the Task Force on the 
Responsibility of International Organizations and the United Nations 

I. Work assignment 

·Under the supervision and direction of the Executive Committee of the Task For~e on the 
Responsibility of International Organizations and the United Nations (hereinafter the 
"Task Force"), the external consultant shall coordinate the activities of and assist the 
Task Force in the preparation of three (3) reports on the topic of the Responsibility of 
International Organizations and the United Nations, in accordance with Section II of the 
Terms of Reference of the Task Force and as specified in Annex I thereof. The last of the 
reports shall be fmalized by 31 December 2009 for its presentation to the Management 
Committee at the United Nations Headquarters. 

In performing his/her tasks, the external consultant shall at · all times report to the 
Secretary of the Task Force and obtain authorization from the Executive Committee of 
the Task Force to conduct interviews and consultations with relevant representatives of 
UN Departments, Funds and Programmes. 

II. ·Duration 

The duration of the contract with the consultant shall commence on [DATE] and shall 
expire on the satisfactory completion of the services described above but not later than 
[DATE], unless sooner terminated under the terms ofthe contract.* · 

III. Consideration 

As full consideration for the services performed by the external consultant under the 
terms of the contract, the United Nations shall pay in instalments, upon the certification 
of each of the deliverables by the focal point of the Executive Cominittee of the Task 
Force, as specified in the Estimated costs and Schedule attached. 

• Any delayin the start of the contract caused by administrative formalities would require adjustment in the 
timetable. 
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Estimated costs for the engagement of external consultant to the Task Force on the 
Responsibility of International Organizations and the United Nations 

· ITEM COST 

I. Total deliverables (as detailed in Schedule attached): US$72,000 
1. First Interim Report US$22,000 
2. Second Interim Report US$22,000 
3. Final Report US$22,000 
4. Presentation and finalization of Final Report US$6,000 

II. Total estimated travel expenses(as detailed in the US$15,254 
Schedule attached): 
Daily Subsistence Allowance for three one-week trips and US$11,254 

.. one two-week trip 

Airfare (Brussels -New York) for four trips. US$4,000 

m. Consultant estimated expenses (ttping2 photocop:y:ing2 US$2,000 
communications) 

GRAND TOTAL (1, II and III) US$89,254 
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Schedule for the completion of deiiverables by external consultant to the Task Force onthe Responsibility of International 
Organizations and the United Nations 

1. I First interim report identifying, in particular, (i) types of activities and areas of 
potential risk for the Organization and (ii) conditions for determining the 
potential responsibility of the Organization (the "First Interim Report"). 

Such report would include, at the minimum, (a) an in-depth analysis of relevant 
documentation identified and provided by the United Nations, and. (b) an 
identification of areas and activities of potential risk to the Organization relevant 
for the elaboration of the reports by the consultant. 

[For the purpose of elaborating such report, the consultant would require one 
week of consultations at the United Nations headquarters in NY.]** 

30 Jtine 2009 

2. I Second interim report on preliminary recommendations (the "Second Interim I 30 September 2009 
Report"). 

In addition to the First Interim Report, the Second Interim Report would include a 
first set of recommendations to the UN Secretariat in relation to the 
Responsibility oflntemational Organizations and the United Nations. 

[For the purpose of elaborating such report, the consultant would require two 
weeks of consultations at United Nations headquarters in NY.]** 

3. I Final report on the Responsibility of International Organizations and the United I 30 November 2009 
Nations (the "Final Report"). 

[For the purpose of elaborating such report, the consultant would require one 
week of consultations at United Nations headquarters in NY.]** 
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4. I Finalization and presentation of Final Report · 

[For the purpose of finalizing such report, the consultant would require one week 
of consultations at United Nations headquarters in NY.]** 

31 December 2009 

TOTAL AMOUNT FORDELIVERABLES 

US$6,000 

US$72,000 

* Should any of the completion dates .indicated above become unfeasible, the consultant may request a reasonable delay . provided that prior 
written consent is obtained from the Executive Committee ofthe Task Force. 

**Travel expenses to be coveted by the United Nations as required. Any authorized travel by the consultant will be according to UN. Travel 
Policy, including Daily Subsistence Allowance. 
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... .., . 
OFFICE OF PROGRAMME PLANNING, BUDGET AND ACCOUNTS 

PEACEKEEPING FINANCING DIVISION 

. 18 February 2009 

NoTE To Ms. PATRICIA O'BRIEN 

Subject: Office of Legal Affairs request for funding in connection with the Tasl{ Force on 
the Responsibility oflnternational Organizations and the United Nations 

1. Reference is made to your note of 27 January 2009 requesting my approval for the 
funding from the support account of consultancies required to support the Task Force on 
the Responsibility of International Organizations and the United Nations. I note that the 
related requirements for the engagement of a consultant are estimated at $89,300. 

2. While noting the built-in flexibility in the preliminary schedule of the Task Force 
as set out in its terms of reference, I have determined that requirements for the funding of 
consultants can be accommodated through the redeployment of support account funds 
within the approved budget of the Office of Legal Affairs. 

3. I have asked the Peacekeeping Financing Division to take appropriate action 
accordingly. 

Thank you. 

cc: Ms. C. Vendat 
Mr. I. Vallye 


