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Note to the Secretary-General

\
' UNMEE's relations with the Eritrean authorities

1. hi a note dated 30 April, we informed Mr. Riza of the gradual but serious
deterioration in the relations between the Eritrean authorities and UNMEE in recent
months, which has made it increasingly difficult for the Mission to operate. In mid-April,
we had raised the matter with Eritrea's Permanent Representative, sharing with him a list
of areas in which the Eritrean authorities has not been cooperating with UNMEE. hi
response, we receive-1 1-J ' ' tter that dismissed UNMEE's
grievances.

2. On 4 May, w 11 n\/\ i/v^ -S>^" 1 on recent developments in
Ethiopia/Eritrea, foci .' .' L "") >eration. The Security Council issued a
statement to the pres $ I \ V \ A " ^ <* concern about the deterioration in the
cooperation of Eritre ig that Eritrea remove immediately
"any and all restricts ..ork of the Mission. At the same time,
the Council viewed "with disappointment Ethiopia's continued rejection of significant
parts of the EEBC decision". The Council felt that the positions and actions of the two
parties "raised serious questions about the long-term viability" of UNMEE. Meanwhile,
SRSG Legwaila sent a letter to President Isaias on 5 May, in which he expressed concern
about the recent incidents and, while understanding Eritrea's frustration over the lack of
progress in the demarcation process, pointed out that UNMEE was not the cause of the
stalemate.

3. Despite these demarches, the Eritrean authorities have escalated their public
information campaign against UNMEE and the UN. Following an unfortunate incident,
in which a former local staff member managed to cross into Ethiopia on board an
UNMEE helicopter, the Commission for Coordination with UNMEE issued a lengthy and
very critical press release on 7 May. The statement accused members of the Mission of,
inter alia, paedophilia, harbouring criminals, using the "local currency as toilet paper"
and in general "endangering the security of the region". In a number of subsequent
commentaries on a Government website, the inflammatory rhetoric continued and, in a
direct link to the current prison scandal in Iraq, it is stated that "no less atrocities have
been and are being committed by UN peacekeepers around the world".

4. hi response, UNMEE issued a press release on 7 May, saying that it took some of
Eritrea's accusations very seriously and was deeply concerned that they had the potential
to incite the local population against the Mission. It further expressed "shock" at the
accusation that UNMEE was a danger to peace and stability of the peo
Government of Eritrea and the security and stability of the region, and
"when a guest is no longer welcome in a house, it is the prerogative of
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1. In a note dated 30 April, we informed Mr. Riza of the gradual but serious
deterioration in the relations between the Eritrean authorities and UNMEE in recent
months, which has made it increasingly difficult for the Mission to operate. In mid-April,
we had raised the matter with Eritrea's Permanent Representative, sharing with him a list
of areas in which the Eritrean authorities has not been cooperating with UNMEE. In
response, we received a polite but very negative letter that dismissed UNMEE's
grievances.

2. On 4 May, we updated the Security Council on recent developments in
Ethiopia/Eritrea, focusing on Eritrea's lack of cooperation. The Security Council issued a
statement to the press on the same day, expressing concern about the deterioration in the
cooperation of Eritrea with UNMEE, and demanding that Eritrea remove immediately
"any and all restrictions and impediments" to the work of the Mission. At the same time,
the Council viewed "with disappointment Ethiopia's continued rejection of significant
parts of the EEBC decision". The Council felt that the positions and actions of the two
parties "raised serious questions about the long-term viability" of UNMEE. Meanwhile,
SRSG Legwaila sent a letter to President Isaias on 5 May, in which he expressed concern
about the recent incidents and, while understanding Eritrea's frustration over the lack of
progress in the demarcation process, pointed out that UNMEE was not the cause of the
stalemate.

3. Despite these demarches, the Eritrean authorities have escalated their public
information campaign against UNMEE and the UN. Following an unfortunate incident,
in which a former local staff member managed to cross into Ethiopia on board an
UNMEE helicopter, the Commission for Coordination with UNMEE issued a lengthy and
very critical press release on 1 May. The statement accused members of the Mission of,
inter alia, paedophilia, harbouring criminals, using the "local currency as toilet paper"
and in general "endangering the security of the region". In a number of subsequent
commentaries on a Government website, the inflammatory rhetoric continued and, in a
direct link to the current prison scandal in Iraq, it is stated that "no less atrocities have
been and are being committed by UN peacekeepers around the world".

4. In response, UNMEE issued a press release on 7 May, saying that it took some of
Eritrea's accusations very seriously and was deeply concerned that they had the potential
to incite the local population against the Mission. It further expressed "shock" at the
accusation that UNMEE was a danger to peace and stability of the peo
Government of Eritrea and the security and stability of the region, and
"when a guest is no longer welcome in a house, it is the prerogative of



what to do next". In the meantime, Ethiopian cooperation with UNMEE, strictly
speaking, has been relatively good, though Addis Ababa of course continues to block
progress in demarcation of the border.

5. hi the circumstances, we recommend that, in addition to the statement made by
the Spokesman earlier today, a letter be sent from you to President Isaias, informing him
that while UNMEE has been instructed to tighten its internal procedures, the cumulative
effect of recent public attacks and actions by Eritrea have given rise to questions about
the effectiveness of the Mission and the safety of its personnel. In the coming week, we
also intend to brief the Friends of UNMEE and then the troop contributors on recent
developments. In this connection, we have asked UNMEE to prepare a list of all
allegations made against UNMEE; the Mission's comments on the validity of each
allegation; and UNMEE's response and actions (e.g. Boards of Inquiry), follow-up action
taken by the UN if need be, as well as their outcome.

6. Finally, we plan to move forward to June the already planned visit of an
assessment team to UNMEE, which together with the Mission could draw up options for
the possible adjustment/downsizing of this peacekeeping operation. While the reason for
this assessment - which was originally planned for August/September - was to review the
future of UNMEE in the light of the protracted stalemate in the peace process, the
recently deteriorating operational environment in Eritrea justifies that the process be
expedited.

7. We should be grateful for your concurrence to the above approach.

Jean-Marie Gujhenno
14 May 2004

cc: Mr. Prendergast




