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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

20 June 1997

Dear Mr. Edrah,

I wish to thank you for letting me have
your thoughtful and inspiring message dated
16 April 1997, "The United Nations into the 21st
Century: Some key reform proposals for
performance efficiency enhancement".

As I endeavour to cope with the
responsibilities of my present post and to address
some of the harsh realities of a world that so
often seems driven by conflict, few things are more
helpful and comforting than the support provided by
the prayers, blessings and understanding of men and
women of goodwill around the globe. Your message
is an example of such spiritual support and I thank
you for it.

The days ahead are bound to face the
United Nations with a multitude of challenges and
opportunities in the pursuance of its mission of
peace and solidarity. We must all work to further
the effectiveness of the Organization in reaching

Mr. Justice Edrah
Accra



for these goals. However daunting the quest, the
imperative of our common humanity is that we must
persevere in it.

Thank you for your support.

i_

Yours sincerely,

Kofi A. -Annan
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HIS EXCELLENCY MR. KOFI ANNAN,
SECRETARY-GENERAL,
UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATION,
NEW YORK, U. S. A.

Dear Sir,

THE UNITED NATIONS INTO THE 21ST CENTURY:

Post Office Box 5063

Accra-North, Accra

The GoldCoast, West Africa

Date: April 16, 1997

SOME KEY REFORM PROPOSALS FOR PERFORMANCE EFFICIENCY ENHANCEMENT

Indeed, motivated by genuine desire, belief and good faith, I thank God

that my private personal prayers, your prayers, the sincere supplications

of many other brothers and sisters, friends loved ones have been favourably

answered by the Almighty Jehovah God to the effect that you have been elevated,

formally, as the Secretary-General of the United Nations Organization.

2. Glory be to God! Peace be unto you!

3. The two cardinal truths to bear in mind are:-

(a) Assuming a leadership responsibility, and

(b) Truly performing ones duties with distinction, and

without blemish.

4. I am taking the time and the pains to write to you because I desire

that you distinguish your performance to the greatest benefit of mankind.

5. Having been founded in 1945 as the successor to the League of Nations,

the UN will be 52 years old this year. It has now developed grey hairs,

so to speak, as a mature person that must be capable of using wisdom and

experience to govern the world, and to achieve its aims and objects.

6. Regarding _thje need for REFORMS. I have some few proposals which,

if I am not mistaken, may be considered, in the final assessment, as key

propositions necessary to help move the United Nations forward.
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7. To be meaningful and constructive in this respect, let us pose few

questions, and try as much as possible to answer them.

Ql. WHAT is the precise mission of the United Nations?

A. The UN is for the preservation of world peace and the promotion

of human welfare.

Q2. IN a world of lack of love and understanding for one another, a

world of grave greed, hatred, wickedness, selfishness, lies and inordinate

desire for undeserved power and wealth, what was the realistic basis for

this noble objective of the United Nations? "

A. The founding fathers of the UN were committted, hardcore Christians:

They had faith in God, trusted in God and believed that:"For with

GOD nothing shall be impossible." (Luke 1:37)- However, owing to

the increasing religious intolerance world-wide, the founding fathers

exercised utmost wisdom in not disclosing the basis of the laudable

objective of the UN. But at this juncture, since it is reasonably

perceived that the current Secretary-General appears a sincere Christian

in spirit and in truth, and in order to encourage and motivate him

to excell in the performance of his duties, it is proper to either

remind or inform all of us that the objective/s of the UN were based

on the inspiration from the Bible prophecy recorded in the Book

of Isaiah Chapter 2:2-4. The emphasis is on verse 4 which reads:

"And He (God) shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many

people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their

spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against

nation, neither shall they learn war any more."

Q3. HOW can this lofty, most humane goal be realised by the United Nations?

A. Through education, exhortations to divine and virtuous living, regula-

tory bye-laws, disciplinary sanctions and introduction of better

or the best electoral system.

8. Before we go any further to probe the subject through questions and

2
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answers, it is clear that both the prophecy and the ovrriding objective

of the UN connote the same goal, namely; elimination of war, entrechment

of understanding and justice through the exercise of LOVE for one another,

and eradication of poverty which, as a descendant of ignorance, is the

greatest enemy of humanity.

9. From the foregoing, it would be observed that we do not have to

look elsewehre to get the required ideas for reforming the world-body:

that is, the REFORM stimuli, the principles, the decisions and the actions

(to take) are pregnant in the prophecy and the very objectives of the

UN itself.

10. To experience what I am referring to, let us ask some few more questions:

answers to these questions would assist us to have a more transparent

picture painted before us.

Q4. WHAT causes war, conflict or strife between and among peoples?

A. Ignorance is the primary root cause; it breeds hatred, anger, misun-

derstanding, lie, selfishness, greed, injustice, intolerance and

pride; these vices, in turn, possess, control and promote a group

of persons or people to give birth to dispute or war.

Q5. HOW then can war or strife be avoided or drastically reduced?

A. By cultivating and exercising wisdom in place of ignorance, there

will be love, understanding, truth, selflessness, contentment and

humility; when these virtues predominate a group of persons or people,

a height of true human maturity is then attained. At that level,

the base elements of carnality and inhumanity in man are no more

active and functional but burnt away in a refinement process, rendering

him no longer able to act anti-socially or viciously.

Q6. WHERE can peace be found?

A. Among people who love, understand and tolerate one another, and

themselves. Among people who do unto others what they want others

to do unto them.

Watchword: He who vibrates and radiates true unselfish love by bringing peace and
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Q7. WHO are people who love and understand themselves?

A. They are the wise, the righteous, the just, the humble, the selfless,

the saint and the humane in every society, every nation: They are

in the minority though, but they constitute the love and the light,

the law and the life, the virtue and the value of any given nation.

Q8. CAN their positive impact be exerted and felt for the good of society

at large?

A. Yes, and no. (1) Yes, when they assume governorship or leadership

roles, they re-order society to recognize, appreciate and do what

is good on one hand, and to scorn and reject what is evil on the

other hand. By so doing, the nation grows and develops on sustainable

socio-economic and political bases. (2) No, because, as they are

in the minority, and the majority hates the good and rather loves

the evil, they (the minority) hardly can assume leadership positions,

since their lifestyle of truthfulness, honestTlabour and contentment

is contrary to that of the majority.

Q9. WHAT can then be done to help benefit from their immense sterling

qualities which the nations need so badly to preserve peace and promote

human welfare?

A. An institutionalised system of recognizing and rewarding virtuous,

morally sound living-style must be introduced. Besides, an electoral

system that is not based on cheap popularity, wealth, lies, vain

rhetorics, bri^bery and corruption, etc. should be put in place to

attract the wise, the humble into governorship of the nations.

Q10. ARE you saying that intelligent group of persons or people will preserve

peace and promote human welfare?

A. No, Sir. An intelligent person may think, plan and act evil: He

thinks he is clever enough to outwit others to satisfy himself. In

that vein, he does not consider or know how the immediate and remote

adverse consequences of his actions may affect other persons and

the society as a whole. But a wise person is absolutely different;

Watchword: He who vibrates and radiates true unselfish love by bringing peace and
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he relates every action he takes to the present, and theTSture:

for he knows he is bound to account for every deed of his life, whether

good or evil: Therefore, he hates evil and loves good.

Qll. ARE we reasoning that governors or leaders must be wise and responsible

by loving those they govern, ensuring good governance practically through

fairness and sound judgment in all matters concerning his people in particular

and the world in general?

A. Exactly so, Sir.

Q12. DOES this mean that we are to take a sincere and serious second look

at the quality of leadership of the member-states of the UN if preservation

of world peace and the promotion of human welfare is the attainable prime

objective?

A. Year Sir! A leader, by statements, actions, and deeds, should be

seen to be hungry for peace and thirsty for human welfare at all

times.

PROPOSALS

11. Now that the UN embraces as many as 185 nations or the entire world,

there is the urgent priority to review the membership qualification of

the World-Body. In addition, specific bye-laws are required to regulate

and monitor the conduct of its member-states in accordance with the spirit

and letter of its objectives.

MEMBERSHIP

12. In this vein, the membership of the UN should no longer be tken lightly

and for granted: It has to impose responsibilities and responsibleness

on all the leaders of the various nations.

13. To be able to efficiently discharge one's responsibility calls for

responsibleness. A person cannot be responsible unless he acquires the

discipline, the education, the training to that effect.

Watchword: He who vibrates and radiates true unselfish love by bringing peace and
happiness to the homes of others shall abundantly have it for himself.
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14. From hence, membership of the UN shall be renewed every two (2) years

on five main conditions stated hereunder:-

1. The member-state shall honour fully its membership

obligations with respect to dues, contributions, etc;

2. The member-state shall practice leadership qualities and

virtues which enhance or help to improve quality of life

and living conditions in the spirit of good governance.

3. There shall be no trace of inhumanity, suppression,

oppression, injustice, nepotism, discrimination, unfair-

ness, human rights abuse, etc. in any member-state;

4. Directly or indirectly, the intent, decision or action

of a member-state shall be deemed repugnant to the

objectives and the very existence of the UN if the

foregoing sub-clauses 1-3 are not absolutely complied

with by a member-state'. 1*\&JU ^>

(a) without the dues/contributions from the member-

states duly paid, the UN cannot operate but rendered

impotent and its purpose shall be defeated;

(b) without good governance in the member-states,

there shall be endless conflicts, disputes, wars and

poverty which undermine peace and human welfare

efforts of the UN;

(c) The UN shall be unreasonably constrained and compelled

to divert its limited human, monetary and material

resources to peace-keeping operations and conflict

resolutions instead of expending it on vital issues

of ignorance and poverty eradication, food, health,

education, manpower resource development, science,

technology, research and other sectors of human

welfare delivery;

6
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5. Every member-state shall, by completing a comprehensive

Questionnaire, furnish the UN with an authentic Annual

Report that spells out, in honest, realistic terms,

contributory achievements of the member-nation regarding

the preservation of world peace in general and the pro-

motion of national human welfare in particular, i. e.

the net impact of national policies designed to better

the lot of the ordinary citizens, human resource deve-

lopment and effective utilization of available natural

endowments, skilled and unskilled labour, material

resources etc.

EDUCATION

15. In the world of mature men, it is common knowledge that inalienable

human rights laws are inscribed in the heart and inherent in the soul of man.

16. There is, therefore, the urgent need to initiate an effective educa-

tional campaign programme that hammers the point home, inculcates leader-

ship virtues and imposes governorship responsibilities on member-nations

of the UN.

17 This implies that the UN need, evolve firm but positive policy pres-

criptions to guide and regulate socio-economic life and political conduct

of its member-states so as to ensure good governance.

18. In this regard, the UN shall do well to catalogue leadership qualities

which when put into practice, will produce food, employment, stability,

sustainable development, peace and prosperity in any given country.

19. To awaken and activate the dormant regions of humanity in man, the

UN shall introduce prizes for good leadership. It shall be called:-

"Good Governance Award", and shall be on yearly basis. It shall depend

on material information provided in the Questionnaire (paragraph 14 sub-

paragraph 5) and independent research investigations by UN staff in a given

country. -,

Watchword: He who vibrates and radiates true unselfish love by bringing peace and
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20. When UN commits itself to a programme of education that encourages

leaders to hate evil and to do good, when the UN publishes: "GOOD GOVER-

NANCE" as an annual edition in which the leadership performances of all

member-states and their governments are recognized or reproved, the World-

Body shall be seen exhorting divine and virtuous living in realistic terms.

REGULATORY BYE-LAWS/SANCTIONS

21. The UN may have difficulty in enforcing strict observance of its

regulatory bye-laws as well as implementing disciplinary sanctionas at

the moment.

22. However, when the foregoing Proposals on Membership, Education, etc.

are put in place, it shall become easier and more practicable in adminis-

tering the UN with greater favourable results related to its objectives.

ELECTORAL SYSTEMS

23. A most crucial issue to raise at this juncture is this: A better

or the best electoral system is yet to be introduced to prevent, once and

for all time, questionable characters from leadership positions. For these

carnally minded imposters are not only the real enemies of the people they

misrule, but also the core problems of the United Nations.

24. The ballot box electoral system is currently considered the best.

It is based on the principle that the majority carries the vote, even though

it is the minority so voted by the majority that enters into governing

the said majority.

25. If that is the rule, it should be prudent to take measures to insulate

the majority from being blind-folded by an intelligent minority. The chosen

minority to govern the people must be the best, the most credible in the

nation, not less.

26 In this connection, for the past 15 years, I have conscientiously

examined an electoral system that is better than the best.

0
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27. The better-than-the-best electoral system, when finally introduced,

shall make the objective of the UN most achievable; Because the leadership

crises and the struggles for political power will no longer be there.

28. The results of such an election shall be declared in less than 18

hours after election. Perhaps the most striking aspect of the election

shall be the fact that all the participants, the candidates shall be satisfied

and content with the results.

29. There shall be no bribe, no corruption, no deceit, no lie; a candidate's

social status, economic position, popularity, etc. shall not be a determinant

whatsoever.

30. Liars, cheats, criminals shall not find themselves in leadership

as we currently have with the "best electoral system" based on ballot box.

31. I thank God that by His grace, quite a lot has been done in this

direction, leaving the final write-up to be compiled, the necessary equipment

manufactured and the publicity campaign mounted to educate the world at

large.

32. Called the "Blessed Electoral System of Trust" (The BEST), when

completed and put into practice, it shall end, completely, all forms of

malpractice and corruption associated with elections all over the world,

may it be in America, Europe, Africa or Asia.

33. Indeed, it shall be my humblest contribution relevant to the preser-

vation of world peace and the promotion of human welfare delivery.

S U M M A R Y

34. Summarily submitted, the UN is for a world-without-war, a world-of-love

for one another, of fellow-feeling, fellow-caring, and socially desirable

industry; the UN is for a world in which POVERTY shall no longer enslave

mankind in the midst of abundance; the UN is to work to eliminate or encourage

Watchword: He who vibrates and radiates true unselfish love by bringing peace and
happiness to the homes of others shall abundantly have it for himself.
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the elimination of enemies of mankind, namely: IGNORANCE, Poverty, Disease

and Ill-health.

35. These herculian tasks can only be executed by compassionate men and

women of all races, people whose hearts and souls are set aside and dedicated

to the sublime service of humanity.

36. If the governorship of the individual nations constituting the UN

should remain in the hands of malevolent men and women who have no control

over themselves, who do not do unto others what they want others to do

unto them, we can be certain that God will NOT use such morbid and moribund

personalities to bring to mankind peace and human welfare. The converse

is the challenge which demands and deserves dynamic REFORMS capable of

re-orientating and conscientising both the governed and, especially, the

governors. Difficult, stoney hearts must be transformed into tender, humane

hearts; passive and destructive minds must be made positive and constructive.

37. In other words, unless irresponsible and carnally minded leaders

are re-ordered and made responsible and spiritually minded through strate-

gically initiated program of REFORMS related to realistic preservation

of peace and promotion of human welfare, any rhetorics on the issue shall

hardly be divorced from the usual routine Reform cosmetics.

C O N C L U S I O N

38. In conclusion, I pray: ''Almighty Jehovah God in Christ Jesus, grant

Thy son Kofi Annan the wisdom, the understanding and the judgment he needs

to prove equal to the task and the challenges posed by the office of the

Secretary-General of the United Nations. Enable him to excell and to dis-

tinguish his performance as the first pure blackman to head the UN. Amen!1'

39. To duly attract the wisdom of God Almighty, you must learn to "love

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind;

you must love your neighbour as yourself".
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40. You need to be humbler than you had ever been - no pride, no arrogance

- full of love, selflessness, compassion, justice and peace. And you will

definitely set a world record of performance efficiency heretofore unknown

in the history of the UN.

41. Beloved Kofi, God Bless you specially!

Very truly yours in Him;

JUSTICE EDRAH
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