
United Nations Nations Unies 

Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
Cabinet du Secretaire general 

To: The Deputy Secretary-General, 

Attached please find a note from DPA on the issue 
of the extension of the mandate of the High Level 
Coordinator for the return of missing Kuwaiti persons and 
property. DPA has outlined therein the proposal for rolling 
the functions of the HLC into the UNAMI mandate, as 
stated in the upcoming draft SG report on the HLC's work. 
The proposal is in line with the P3's views also, as outlined 
to PU when the former made a joint demarche (at DPR 
level). 

The note also sheds light on the Russian opposition 
to such an arrangement. In the interest of time, this note is 
being sent to SG in advance of his lunch with PR Churkin 
tomorrow. 

A decision on the mandate of the HLC is 
requested, as this will have to be outlined in the draft SG 
report which was due with the Council on 10 December. It 
was delayed in order to take into account SO's visit to the 
region last week. It will need to be sent to the SC by 
tomorrow so that SC members can peruse it prior to the 
scheduled consultations on 17 December. 

(In this regard, PU awaits SG decision be�ore 
making appropriate changes in the draft SG report. USG 
Feltman, who is travelling, has requested your final 
decision on this issue prior to the report being issued.) 

Political Unit 
14 December 2012 
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Strictly Confidential 

Note to the Secretary-General 

(This note is being sent to SG directly in the absence of DSG and CDC) 
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Note to the Deputy Secretary-General 

. ,. - ;R: .. - �-g;-l;c; �\1 Strtctly-C:tm.t;uJ:£.uliaL 0-- ; � I\ 1 
t • \ , , . 

l\ I Ut.C I 2 2012 I / I 
I • � ..1\ i I THIRTY-FOURTH REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL \ ; I a-...: ,M�. �c c" · 

PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 14 OF RESOLUTION 1284 (1999) -----�·' . ··":_.-·,L _ __j 
1. TI1e tl1irty-fourth report of the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraph 14 of Security Council 
resolution 1284 (1999) on the issues ofthe return of missing Kuwaiti persons and property was due to 
be issued on 10 December in anticipatimroftlle briefing of High- Level Coordinator Tarasov to the 
Security Council on 17 December. The issuance of the report was however delayed in order to factor 
in the outcome of the Secretary-General's visit to Kuwait and Iraq on 5-6 December, as well as 
consultations wifu High-Level Coordinator Tarasov and SRSG Kobler on a possible successor 
atTangement to bring this issue to closure in a manner acceptable to both Kuwait and Iraq. 

2. In addition to reporting on the activities of the High-level Coordinator and recent developments 
pertaining to tlle search for missing Kuwaiti persons and property, the draft report therefore reflects the 
position of both parties, and makes recommendations on the future role of the United Nations in 
facilitating the implementation of paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1284 (1999). 

3. In the Observations, the Secretary-General recommends a confidence-building period of six 
months. During tllis period, he indicates that he would carry out the responsibilities of the United 
Nations through a representative of his choosing (in lieu of appointing a new High Level Coordinator). 
During tl1is period, he would also issue an interim report. Finally, subject to progress by Iraq on all its 
outstanding Chapter VII obligations, especially border-related ones, the Secretary-General indicates his 
intention to recommend that UN AMI assumes the responsibility of assisting \\ith the implementation 
of any w1fulfil1ed obligations under paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1284 (1999). In 
particular, we would like to draw your attention to tlle following paragraphs: 

Para. 12 to 14: Outline the history and status of missing Kuwaiti persons and property; 

Para. 15 to 18: Refer to positions expressed by Iraq and Kuwait since the issuance of the last report of 
tl1e Secretary-General in June 2012. 

Para. 19: Share the view oftlle Secretary-General, shared with both parties, that UNAMI could be 
well positioned to address these issues on a continuous basis. 

Para. 24 to 26: Recommend to the Security Council a way forward. 

4. High-level Coordinator Tarasov will conclu�e his tenure on 31 December 2012 and is . , ( �fo?w.-<;,) 
scheduled to meet with the Secretary-General on Fnday 14 December. We would be gratefultf you 
could share the attached report with the Secretary-General for his approval. 

cc: Ms. Malcorra 
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TIDRTY-FOURTHREPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL�� � � l d-.-:.JJ.�,-� l 1 

PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 14 OF RESOLUTION 1284 (1999) , _____ .. �c,, x · :·· ._: : ·' · :. • :::'j:��T��L _ _ _:J 
1. The thirty-fourth report of the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraph 14 of Security Council 
resolution lf84 (1999) on the issues ofthe return of missing Kuwaiti persons and property was due to 
be issued on 1 0 December in anticipatimr of the briefing of High- Level Coordinator Tarasov to the 
Security Council on 17 December. 111e issuance of the report was however delayed in order to factor 
in the outcome of the Secretary�General's visit to Kuwait and Iraq on 5-6 December, as well as 
consultations with High-Level Coordinator Tarasov and SRSG Kobler on a possible successor 
aiTangement to bring this issue to closure in a manner acceptable to both Kuwait arid Iraq. 

2. In addition to reporting on the activities of the High-level Coordinator and recent developments 
pertaining to the search for missing Kuwaiti persons and property, the draft report therefore reflects the 
position of both parties, and makes recommendations on the future role of the United Nations in 
facilitating the implementation of paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1284 (1999). 

3. In the Observations, the Secretary-General recommends a confidence-building period of six 
months. During this period, he indicates that he would carry out the responsibilities of the United 
Nations through a representative of his choosing (in lieu of appointing a new High Level Coordinator). 
During this period, he would also issue an interim report. Finally, subject to progress by Iraq on all its 
outstanding Chapter VII obligations, especially border-related ones, the Secretary-General indicates his 
intention to recommend that UN AMI assumes the responsibility of assisting \";ith the implementation 
of any unfulfilled obligations under paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1284 (1999). In 
particular, we would like to draw your attention to the following paragraphs: 

Para. 12 to 14: Outline the history and status of missing Kuwaiti persons and property; 

Para. 15 to 18: Refer to positions expressed by Iraq and Kuwait since the issuance of the last report of 
the Secretary-General in June 2012. 

Para. 19: Share the view of the Secretary-General, shared with both parties, that UNAMI could be 
well positioned to address these issues on a continuous basis. 

Para. 24 to 26: Recommend to the·Security Council a way forward. 

4. High-level Coordinator Tarasov will conclu�e his tenure on 31 December 2012 and is . , ( �f ;�u, <::;, � 
scheduled to meet with the Secretary-General on Fnday 14 December. We would be grateful If you · 

could share the attached report with the Secretary-General for his approval. 

cc: Ms. Malcorra 
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United Nations 

(A) Security Council 
� 

Distr.: General 
·-December 2012 

� Original: English 

Approved on behalf of the Secretary-General 
Deputy Secretary-General 

Thirty fourth report of the Secretary-General pursuant 
to paragraph 14 of Resolution 1284 (1999) 

I. Introduction 

1. The present report is . S\lbmitted pursuant to paragraph 14 of 
Security Council resolution 1284 (1999) and covers developments on the 
issues of missing Kuwaiti and third country nationals and that of missing 
Kuwaiti property, including its national archives, since the issuance of my 
last report of 14 June 2012 (S/2012/443). This report also covers the 
outcome of my consultations in Iraq and Kuwait on 5-6 December with the 
two Governments on the role of the United Nations in facilitating the 
implementation of paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1284 (1999). 

II. Recent activities with regard to the repatriation and 
return of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals, or 
their remains 

s120121 ... 
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Coordinator, actively promoted cooperation between Iraq and Kuwait in the 
search for missing Kuwaiti and third country nationals, including during his 
two visits to the region in September and November. Working in close 
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unaccounted for since the Gulf War of 1990-91, the Coordinator focused his 
efforts on facilitating joint exploratory missions, within the framework of 
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Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC}, to sites in Iraq where those missing 
persons might have been buried. He also encouraged the intensification of 
Iraq's own investigations in different parts of the country, as well as the 
stepping up of its information-gathering efforts in order to make the work of 
field missions more precise and effective. Follow-up meetings of the 

De leted: TSC 
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December and 5 December respectively. 

3. Since my June report (S/2012/443), a fifth field exploratory mission 
took place in Khamisiyah (Southern Iraq) on 3-18 September. To date, more 
than 10,000 trenches have been dug in the search of missing remains. 
However, these efforts remain hampered by the lack of precise information 
and have not yet yielded results. 

4. In addition, Iraq conducted its own investigations to explore 
possible grave-sites on its territory. These included, among others, 
excavations in Ramadi (Central Iraq) and excavations in the Samawa area 
(Southern Iraq) where several un-identified human remains where found. 
Anthropological data on the findings were sent to Kuwait via the ICRC, with 
DNA samples for genetic identification to follow. Iraq also sent staff for 
training in Australia and indicated its intention to purchase new equipment 
for the localization and the exhumation ofremains. According to available 
information, about 50 officials of the former Iraqi regime were visited in 
prisons but denied any knowledge of possible grave-sites where the remains 
of missing Kuwaitis might be discovered. 

5. On 20 November, the Coordinator travelled to Baghdad where he 
· 
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Government's determination to fulfil all its outstanding obligations with 



regard to Kuwait. The Deputy Prime Minister noted that although Iraq 
·would prefer to terminate the mandate of the High Level Coordinator and 
address this issue bilaterally with Kuwait, Iraq would not object to folding 
this file into UNAMI's mandate. Mr. Mohammed al-Sudani reconfirmed 
Iraq's commitment to continue the search for missing persons in cooperation 
with Kuwait and the TC/TSC. 

6. 
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comply with all is outstanding obligations as well as Kuwait's readiness to 
support Iraq to complete this process. He added that Kuwait did not expect the 
mandate to continue until all the remaining missing were found, however, 
aciditional progress was expected in the search for missing Kuwaitis. 

III. Recent activities with regard to the return of 
Kuwaiti property 

7. The issue of missing Kuwait property, including Kuwait's national 
archive, is an integral part of paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 
1284 (1999). Although a number of items were found in Iraq and returned to 
Kuwait during the reporting period, no significant progress has been made in 
the search for Kuwait's national archive, nor has credible information about 
its fate or whereabouts emerged. 

8. In his recent meetings with Iraqi officials, the Coordinator 
continued to urge the Government of Iraq to make full use of the recently 
created Iraqi committee on the Kuwaiti national archives and to report to the 
United Nations on the results of its activities. In September, the Coordinator 

was informed that Kuwait had set up its own committee on the archives 
chaired by the Director of the International Organizations Department of the 
Foreign Ministry, which was waiting for an indication from Iraq on when 
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Kuwaiti property. 

9. On 27 June, Iraqi and Kuwaiti representatives met for the purpose 
of returning Kuwaiti property consisting of tapes belonging to the archive of 
the official radio station of the State of Kuwait, and two books belonging to 
the University of Kuwait. According to the minutes of the meeting shared 
with the Coordinator by the Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the 
United Nations on 29 June (see Annex I), the representative of the Kuwaiti 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs noted that "the return of some of the property is 
undoubtedly a step forward, that the Kuwaiti side hopes will be followed 
with the return of the more valuable and more important property, 
particularly the National Archives belonging to the Amiri Diwan, the Diwan 
of His Highness the Crown Prince and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs". 
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Representative of Iraq to the United Nations informed the Coordinator that 
the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs had published an advertisement on its 
official website, as well as in a number of national newspapers, urging Iraqi 
citizens in possession of any documents or property belonging to the State of 
Kuwait to transmit them to the Committee in charge of coordinating Iraqi 
efforts regarding the Kuwaiti national archive. 

11. While the fate of the Kuwaiti national ·archive has yet to be 
discovered, Iraq has demonstrated, by finding other missing Kuwaiti 
properties, that its credible and sustained efforts on this file were bearing 
results. 

IV. VVay forward 

12. Pursuant to paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1284 (1999), 
since 2000, I have submitted 34 reports to the Security Council regarding the 
repatriation or return by Iraq of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their 



remains, as well as the return of all Kuwaiti property, including archives, seized 
by Iraq. 

13. While the remains of 236 Kuwaitis have been found in Iraq by 
Kuwaiti search and exhumation teams in 2003-2004, attempts to find the 
remains of 369 Kuwaitis have been unsuccessful since then, despite 
commendable goodwill demonstrated by Iraq. With regard to missing 
Kuwaiti property, Iraq has recovered and delivered to Kuwait a number of 
items such as the archive of official Kuwaiti TV and radio stations, 
microfilms archiving Kuwaiti newspapers, and old bank notes/coins as well 
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been little progress in the search for Kuwait's National Archive .. ............................... ..-.--

14. In all my reports to the Council, including those of April 2009 
(S/2009/190) and of July 2009 pursuant to paragraph 5 of Security Council 
resolution 1859 (2008), I have called on both sides to pursue their 
cooperation and implement confidence-building measures to foster progress 

_in the resolution of the humanitarian issue of missing Kuwaiti persons and 
property. In my last report (S/2012/443), which the Security Council 
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15. Over the course of the year, the Governments of Iraq and Kuwait 
have held consultations and exchanged letters on this issue, and they 
conveyed to me their respective positions regarding the future 
implementation of paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1284 (1999). 

16. On 18 June 2012, the Iraqi Minister of Foreign Affairs, in a letter to 
me, had requested that the mandate of the High-Level Coordinator be 

terminated and dealt with through bilateral channels, possibly in cooperation 
with the ICRC or with the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 
(UN AMI) (see Annex III). 



17. On 17 July 2012, in a letter addressed to the President of the 
Security Council (S/2012/567) and to me, Kuwait expressed the hope "that 
the Security Council will appoint another High-Level Coordinator or a 
Special Representative of the Secretary General" adding that "it would be 
appropriate if such a High-level Coordinator or Special Representative were 
to follow up on all of Iraq's outstanding international obligations" (see 
Annex IV). However, in a subsequent letter dated 17 September 2012 to the 
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position to Iraq. In  this letter, which was shared with the United Nations, 
Kuwait expressed the hope that the Security Council would establish a new 
mechanism under Chapter VI of the Charter of the United Nations either 
through i) the appointment of a new High-Level Coordinator; ii) the 
appointment of a new Special Representative; or iii) the expansion of the 
mandate of UNAMI to include the issues of missing Kuwaiti and third 
country nationals and that of missing Kuwaiti property. The letter further 
stated that this would happen after the fulfilment on the ground of Iraq's 
other outstanding obligations, specifically those related to the border. 

18 . During my recent visit, I held intensive follow-up discussions with 
the governments of the two countries on the continuation of the United 
Nations activities in this regard. Both parties reiterated their respective 
positions, and, welcoming a continued United Nations role, were amenable 
to folding these activities into UNAMI's mandate, but under certain 
conditions for Kuwait, most notably the fulfilment by Iraq of its border­
related obligations. 

19. During my consultations with the leadership of Kuwait and Iraq, I also 
impressed on both countries that a historic opportunity was at hand to put the past 
behind them and usher in a new era of cooperation. Taking into account the 
positions previously expressed by their respective Governments, I shared with them 
my view that UN AMI, with its large human rights presence and its offices in Iraq 
and Kuwait, and ability to engage with relevant authorities in Iraq and Kuwait, 
could be well positioned to address these issues on a continuous basis inside Iraq. I 



also emphasized the imperative for Iraq to move quickly in fulfilling all its 
obligations under relevant Security Council resolutions. 

V. Observations 
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20. Iraq continues to make steady progress toward regaining its rightful place in 
the region, the Arab world and the broader international community, as a founding 
member of the United Nations. I fully recognize the importance of the issues of 
missing Kuwaiti persons and property for the Government and people of Kuwait. While 
I believe that Iraq has demonstrated goodwill on the issue of missing persons, it can 
do more on this, and even more so on the issue of missing property, including 
archives. 
21. I am encouraged by the positive momentum.g�n-��!l:�e�_by_�he_ r_esp�c;ti��- ���-i�_s__o(_./ 
the Iraqi Prime Minister to Kuwait on 14-15 March 2012 and the Emir of Kuwait to 
Baghdad to attend the League of Arab States Summit on 29 March 2012, as well as the 
second session of the Joint Kuwait-Iraq Ministerial Committee on 29 April 2012,_JQ 
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cooperation will continue and usher in a renewed period of confidence-building between 
the two parties. 

22. I welcome the initiative of the Iraqi Committee coordinating the search for 
Kuwaiti missing property, including the national archive, to place advertisements in the 
Iraqi press and on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs website. I look forward to the 
Committee's sustained efforts to ascertain the whereabouts of the Kuwaiti national 
archive, and encourage the members of the Iraqi Committee to meet with their Kuwaiti 
counterparts at the earliest to further discuss modalities for both to sides to work together 
on the matter. 

23. I would like to acknowledge the leading role of the ICRC in the task of 

resolving the issue of missing persons, and the support and contribution of Kuwait, as 
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Joint exploratory missions in Iraq within the framework of the TSC under the aegis of the 



ICRC appear to be an appropriate and concrete mechanism to probe the fate of missing 
Kuwaiti and third country nationals. 

24. During my recent visit to the two countries and my meetings, in particular with 
the Emir of Kuwait and the Prime Minister of Iraq, I witnessed a positive disposition on 
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Strictly Confidential 
AAVAK c e  

Note to the Secretary-General 
[Through the Deputy Secretary-General] 

cor 1  
-------· 

THIRTY-FOURTH REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 14 OF RESOLUTION 1284 (1999) 

1 .  The tliirty�f0urtli report of Th Secretacy-frenera pursuan o paragraph 1 4  of Security 
Council resolution 1 284 ( 1 999 on the issues of he return of missing K:uwaiti persons and 
prop_erty was due to be · ssue on 1 0  ecembet: in antici ation o the briefing of High-LeYel 
Ooordinator Tarasov (HLC) to the S_ecurity CQuncil on 7 December The issuance of the report 
was however delayed in order to factor in the outcome of the Secretary-General ' s  visit to Kuwait 
and Iraq on 5-6 December, as well as consultations with the HLC and SRSG Kobler on a 
possible successor arrangement to bring this issue to closure in a manner acceptable to both 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

2 .  In addition, the report akes into aceount some elements of the demarche ade by. the P3 
to EOSG on naay 7 Decern.b.er, during- which the P3 shared a non-paper (attached) on heir 
ex eGtations regarding the report. In particular, th_e P3 recommend against the a pointment o a 
new HLC a confidence-5uiiaing penoa o six mont s, an tli:a the Secretat:y-General xings his 
file unde his purview y appoin ing a Senior UN SeGretarim Official to u-ndertake :this ask. 'Fhi 
position is _not. shared by ussia, which has- ex:presse 'ts preference or appojnting a .new ...HLC a 
position held by a ussian national for the past 1 3  years . lliiling the Security Council lunGheon 
en Mon ay, moassaaor Cliurkin cautioned gainst "any innovation". lHe is exp.ed:e to aise 
this · ssue auring his Lunch witll the Secretary-Genera on 1 3  December, ancl may as he 
Secretary-General to aQPoint a Russian candidate as a successor to Ambassado 

3 .  During is v1s1t to Kuwait and Iraq, the Secreta y-General explore with the two sides 
hether they would be amenable -to olcling the pm:tfolio of tlie HE into A.""'MI ' S 'lnandate, 

es ecially given UNAMI ' s  large Human Rights presence on the ground, and -its -mandate to 
romote regional engagement. This would allow the issues of missing persons and property to be 

followed on a continuous basis inside Iraq. Iraq is agreeable o this primarily because it ould 
resulri. n  transferring this Chapter, II fil to UNAMI' s  Chapter VI mandate . Howe¥er, uwait 
has conditione-d its cceptance of tfie AM option on haq s prior fulfilment of its outstanding 
Cha ter VII obligation with regard -to the border.. 

4 .  I t  should be noted that during Ambassador Tarasov ' s  last visit to  Iraq and Kuwait at the 
end of November, there was a stalemate on both bilateral and multilateral tracks . As a result, 
Ambassador Tarasov had recommended that there should be a routine rollover of the HLC 
mandate for six months, and the appointment of a new HLC following the end of his tenure on 
3 1  December. However, as a result of the subsequent visit of the Secretary-General, there was 
some progress on both the long standing bilateral Iraqi Airways issue (important for Iraq), as 
well as an encouraging step taken by Iraq on the UN boundary maintenance proj ect (important 
for Kuwait) . This has created a new dynamic, which the Secretary-General ' s  report now 
endeavours to build upon, with a view to encouraging both parties to move forward towards the 
full normalization of their relations . 
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5 .  Taking into account all the above ositions, the reQort, recommend an 'nte_rim six:: mont s 
confidence-building period between the two par:tie·s, putting- the onus on. Iraq to im lement its 
remaining Chapter :Y.: I obligations vis-a-vis missing persons and property, as well as border 
issues.  During this perLod, he Se.cretary-General indicate.s that he woulcL cacry out the 
r.esponsibilities of the United Nations through a repres<imtative of bis choosing. He would also 
issue an interim report on Iraq' s progress, or lack thereof, towards fulfilling its outstanding 
Chapter VII obligations . Einally, in the event of tangible progress by Iraq i)' Jum� 20-1 3  or: 
earlier, the Secretar:y:-6enera 'ndicates his intention.to recommend tllat UNAMI assumes he 
responsibility of assisting with the implementation of any residual obligations related to missing 
persons and property file. 

6 .  While the recommenda:tinns contained · the report are consi tent with the approac 
suggeste by the 3 ,  we believe that they also represent the best option that could be envisaged, 
taking into account the views expressed by all stakeholders, including Kuwait and Iraq. 
Moreover, they underpin our overall strategic.. obj ectives o suppo-rt1ng Iraq ' s  legitimate 
aspirations to exit fwm Chapte :\lll, while 1 )  building on th! cun;ent omentum of · m roved 
ndations between Iraq and Kuwait, and. 2) Gontinuing te exert pressure on raq so t at i fulfils its 
remaining Chapter 11 obligations pertainin to Kuwait as seon as possible . 

7.  More specifically, the r.eport offers a politica incentive to Ira (the possibility of folding 
the hapt�r VII Hte mandat into UN AMI under Chapte Y. ), if Iraq makes tangible progress 
on its outstanding border-related obligations, an issue related politically but not legally to the 
issues under the purview of the HLC . I I q does not show tangible rogress within six mo ths 
on all the issues, the SeGretary-tJeueral woukl then .have th:e optio - of appointing a new HI: 
under a continuing €hapter VII andate and Iraq woJJld be__ar the "'p.rimary-respons · ility for 't .  

8.  The issue of the border is the most sensitive and symbolic for Kuwait as it pertains to 
Iraq ' s  recognition of the State of Kuwait within the borders established by Security Council 
resolution 8 3 3  ( 1 993) following the war. Therefore, if lraq makes tangible progress on this issue, 
it would be a significant achievement for Kuwait, which also indicated that it would then be 
flexible on folding the HLC mandate into UN AMI. f Ira oes no erform, w iCh remains a 
possibility, KJiwait hould be reassured that a new HLC could be appointed 'tliin six .months, 
and this Qoint could be emphasize during the briefmg to the Security Coun.ci next om a . 
Pre ' minary i cdications n�ceived from the US as a result of their disGussion with Kuwait indicate 
hat �u:waitis would be- amenable t this suggested course of action. 

cc:  Ms. Malcorra 

Jeffrey Feltman 
1 2  December 20 1 2  
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Our view continues to be that the High Level Coordinator (HLC) ' s  mandate should � 
not be extended indefinitely. However, since work remains to be done and Iraq / ": 
and Kuwait have not agreed on an arrangement different from the HLC to continue 
reporting on the search for missing persons and property, the Security Council is 
not yet in a position to consider other modalities . 

In light of Ambassador Tarasov' s  departure by January 1 ,  we request that a senior 
UN Secretariat official, such as ASG Oscar Fernandez-Taranco� serve as Acting 
HLC for an interim period of six months or short�r. A new HLC should not be 
appointed, nor should candidates be considered . We hope that further progress in 
Iraq-Kuwait relations over the next few months will allow us to be in a better 
position to consider other modalities .  

To achieve the above objective, w e  recommend that the upcoming Secretary 
General ' s  report consider the following elements : 

• No mention of appointing a new High Level Coordinator, a new Special 
Envoy under Chapter VI, Kuwait' s  July 1 7 letter to the Security Council, or 

to extend the financing of the HLC ' s  activities . 

• Propose a "confidence and cooperation-building period" until June 20 1 3  or 

earlier to encourage Iraq and Kuwait to achieve visible and significant 
progress in their relations . 

• The senior UN Secretariat official identified would serve as Acting HLC for 
this interim period . 

• At the end of this period, the Security Council may wish to reconsider this 
matter and determine the future course of action. 

To reach this objective, Iraq must demonstrate its continued commitment to 
locating missing persons and the Kuwaiti National archives in the eventual absence 
of a stand-alone HLC entity . In view of the limited capacities of the Iraqi 
committee on the Kuwaiti National archives, we also request that UNAMI, in the 
context of its mandate to deepen Iraqi engagement with its neighbours, consider 
developing a proposal, in consultation with the Government of Iraq, to build the 
committee' s  capacity. The project could be implemented by the UN Office for 
Project Services (UNOPS) through vol�tary contributions . 

SG OFFICE 
1 - � 1 ')  -::{ ' '• " .I 
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United 
Nations 

(�)Security Council � � 

s120 12/ . . .  

Distr. : General 
.. December 201 2  

Original: English 

Thirty fourth report of the Secretary-General pursuant to 
paragraph 14 of Resolution 1284 (1999) 

I. Introduction 

1 .  The present report is submitted pursuant to . paragraph 1 4  of Security 

Council resolution 1 284 ( 1 999) and covers developments on the issues of missing 

Kuwaiti and third country nationals and that of missing Kuwaiti property, 

including its national archives, since the issuance of my last report of 1 4  June 

20 1 2  (S/201 2/443) .  This report also covers the outcome of my consultations in 

Iraq and Kuwait on 5-6 December with the two Governments on the role of the 

United Nations in facilitating the implementation of paragraph 1 4  of Security 

Council resolution 1 284 ( 1 999) . 

II. Recent activities with regard to the repatriation and 

return of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals, or their 

remains 

2 .  Throughout the reporting period, Ambassador Gennady Tarasov, the 

High-level Coordinator, actively promoted cooperation between Iraq and Kuwait 

in the search for missing Kuwaiti and third country nationals, including during his 

two visits to the region in September and November. Working in close contact 

with th� members of the Tripartite Commission (TC) and its Technical 

Subcommittee (TSC), the primary body dealing with the fate of persons 

unaccounted for since the Gulf War of 1 990-9 1 ,  the Coordinator focused his 

efforts on facilitating joint exploratory missions, within the framework of the TSC 



and under the . 
aegis of the ICRC, to sites in Iraq where those missing persons 

might have been buried. He also encouraged the intensification of Iraq' s  own 

investigations in different parts of the country, as well as the stepping up of its 

information-gathering efforts in order to make the work of field missions more 

precise and effective. Follow-up meetings of the TSC and TC took place on 3 

December and 5 December respectively. 

3 .  Since my June report (S/201 2/443), a fifth field exploratory mission took 

place in Khamisiyah (Southern Iraq) on 3 - 1 8  September. To date, more than 

1 0,000 trenches have been dug in the search of missing remains . However, these 

efforts remain · hampered by the lack of precise information and have not yet 

yielded results .  

4.  In addition, Iraq conducted its own investigations to explore possible 

grave-sites on its territory. These included, among others, excavations in Ramadi 

(Central Iraq) and excavations in the Samawa area (Southern Iraq) where several 

un-identified human remains where found. Anthropological data on the findings 

were sent to Kuwait via the ICRC, with DNA samples for genetic identification to 

follow. Iraq also sent staff for training in Australia and indicated its intention to 

purchase new equipment for the localization and the exhumation of remains . 

According to available information, about 50 officials of the former Iraqi regime 

were visited in prisons but denied any knowledge of possible grave-sites where 

the remains of missing Kuwaitis might be discovered. 

5 .  On 2 0  November, the Coordinator travelled to Baghdad where he met 

. with Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq, Mr. Hussain Shahristani and the Minister of 

Human Rights, Mr. Mohammed al-Sudani . Both reiterated their Government's  

determination to  fulfil all its outstanding obligations with regard to  Kuwait. The 

Deputy Prime Minister noted that although Iraq would prefer to terminate the 

mandate of the High Level Coordinator and address this issue bilaterally with 

Kuwait, Iraq would not object to folding this file into UNAMI's  mandate. Mr. 

Mohammed al-Sudani reconfirmed Iraq' s  commitment to continue the search for 



missing persons in cooperation with Kuwait and the TC/TSC. 

6 .  The Coordinator then travelled to Kuwait on 2 1  November where he met 

with the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, HH Sabah 

Khalid Al-Hamad Al-Sabah who reiterated the importance for Iraq to comply 

with all is outst
,
anding obligations as well as Kuwait' s  readiness to support Iraq to 

complete this process .  He added that Kuwait did not expect the mandate to 

continue until all the remaining missing were found, however, additional progress 

was expected in the search for missing Kuwaitis .  

III. Recent activities with regard to the return of Kuwaiti 

property 

7 .  The issue of missing Kuwait property, including Kuwait' s  national 

archive, is an integral part of paragraph 1 4  of Security Council resolution 1 284 

( 1 999). Although a number of items were found in Iraq and returned to Kuwait 

during the reporting period, no significant progress has been made in the search 

for Kuwait' s national archive, nor has credible information about its fate or 

whereabouts emerged. 

8 .  In his recent meetings with Iraqi officials, the Coordinator continued to 

urge the Government of Iraq to make full use of the recently created Iraqi 

committee on the Kuwaiti national archives and to report to the United Nations on 

the results of its activities. In September, the Coordinator was informed that 

Kuwait had set up its own committee on the archives chaired by the Director of 

the International Organizations Department of the Foreign Ministry, which was 

waiting for an indication from Iraq on when both bodies could meet in order to 

further work on the search for missing Kuwaiti property. 

9 .  On 27 June, Iraqi and Kuwaiti representatives met for the purpose of 

returning Kuwaiti property consisting of tapes belonging to the archive of the 

official radio station of the State of Kuwait, and two books belonging to the 

University of Kuwait. According to the minutes of the meeting shared with the 



Coordinator by the Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the United Nations on 

29 June (see Annex I), the representative of the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs noted that "the return of some of the property is undoubtedly a step 

forward, that the Kuwaiti side hopes will be followed with the return of the more 

valuable and more important property, particularly the National Archives 

belonging to the Amiri Diwan, the Diwan of His Highness the Crown Prince and 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs". 

1 0 . In a letter to the Coordinator dated 1 October (see Annex II) the 

Permanent Representative of Iraq to the United Nations informed that the Iraqi 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs had published an advertisement on its official 

website, as well as in a number of national newspapers, urging Iraqi citizens in 

possession of any documents or property belonging to the State of Kuwait to 

transmit them to the Committee in charge of coordinating Iraqi efforts regarding 

the Kuwaiti national archive. 

1 1 . While the fate of the Kuwaiti national archive has yet to be discovered, 

Iraq has demonstrated, by finding other missing Kuwaiti properties, that its 

credible and sustained efforts on this file were bearing results . 

IV. Way forward 

1 2 . Pursuant to paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1 284 ( 1 999), 

since 2000, I have submitted 34 reports to the Security Council regarding the 

repatriation or return by Iraq of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their 

remains, as well as the return of all Kuwaiti property, including archives, seized 

by Iraq. 

1 3 .  While the remains of236 Kuwaitis have been found in Iraq by Kuwaiti 

search and exhumation teams in 2003-2004, attempts to find the remains of 369 

Kuwaitis have been unsuccessful since then, despite commendable goodwill 

demonstrated by Iraq. With regard to missing Kuwaiti property, Iraq has 

recovered and delivered to Kuwait a number of items such as the archive of 



official Kuwaiti TV and radio stations, microfilms archiving Kuwaiti newspapers, 

and old bank notes/coins as well as the keys to safes from the Central Bank of 

Kuwait. There has been little progress in the search for Kuwait' s  National 

Archive however. 

1 4. In all my reports to the Council, including those of April 2009 

(S/2009/1 90) and of July 2009 purs�ant to paragraph 5 of Security Council 

resolution 1 859 (2008), I have called on both sides to pursue their cooperation 

and implement confidence-building measures to foster progress in the resolution 

of the humanitarian issue of missing Kuwaiti persons and property. In my last 

report (S/20 1 2/443), which the Security Council welcomed in its 20 Jurie 20 1 2  

Presidential Statement, I also expressed my belief that Iraq and Kuwait should 

begin exploring other arrangements to consolidate pursuing the search of missing 

Kuwaiti nationals and property. 

1 5 . Over the course of the year, the Governments of Iraq and Kuwait have 

held consultations and exchanged letters on this issue, and they conveyed to me 

their respective positions regarding the future implementation of paragraph 1 4  of 

Security Council resolution 1 284 ( 1 999). 

1 6. On 1 8  June 20 1 2, the Iraqi Minister of Foreign Affairs, in a letter to me, 

had requested that the mandate of the High-Level Coordinator be terminated and 

dealt with through bilateral channels, possibly in cooperation with the ICRC or 

with the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) (see Annex III) . 

1 7 . On 1 7  July 20 1 2, in a letter addressed to the President of the Security 

Council (S/20 1 2/567) and to me, Kuwait expressed the hope "that the Security 

Council will appoint another High-Level Coordinator or a Special Representative 

of the Secretary General" adding that "it would be appropriate if such a 

High-level Coordinator or Special Representative were to follow up on all of 

Iraq 's  outstanding international obligations" (see Annex IV). However, in a 

subsequent letter dated 1 7  September 20 1 2  to the Iraqi Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Mr. Hoshyar Zebari, Kuwait clarified its position to Iraq. In this letter, 



which was shared with the United Nations, Kuwait expressed the hope that the 

Security Council would establish a new mechanism under Chapter VI of the 

Charter of the United Nations either through i) the appointment of a new 

High-Level Coordinator; ii) the appointment a new Special Representative; or iii) 

the expansion of the mandate of UN AMI to include the issues of missing Kuwaiti 

and third country nationals and that of missing Kuwaiti property. The letter 

further stated that this would happen after the fulfilment on the ground of Iraq' s  

other outstanding obligations, specifically those related to the border. 

1 8 . During my recent visit, I held intensive follow-up discussions with the 

governments of the two countries on the continuation of the United Nations 

activities in this regard. Both parties reiterated their respective positions, and, 

welcoming a continued United Nations role, were amenable to folding these 

activities into UNAMI' s  mandate, but under certain conditions for Kuwait, most 

notably the fulfilment by Iraq of its border-related obligations. 

1 9 . During my consultations with the leadership of Kuwait and Iraq, I also impressed 

on both countries that a historic opportunity was at hand to put the past behind them and 

usher in a new era of cooperation. Taking into account the positions previously expressed 

by their respective Governments, I shared with them my view that UN AMI, with its large
. 

human rights presence and its offices in Iraq and Kuwait, and ability to engage with 

relevant authorities in Iraq and Kuwait, could be well positioned to address these issues 

on a continuous basis inside Iraq. I also emphasized the imperative for Iraq to move 

quickly in fulfilling all its obligations under relevant Security Council resolutions . 

V. Observations 

20. Iraq continues to make steady progress toward regaining its rightful place in the 

region, the Arab world and the broader international cominunity, as a founding member 

of the United Nations . I fully recognize the importance of the issues of missing Kuwaiti 

persons and property for the Government and people of Kuwait. While I believe that Iraq 

has demonstrated goodwill on the issue of missing persons, it can do more on this, and 



even more so on the issue of missing property, including archives. 

2 1 .  I am encouraged by the positive momentum to address all outstanding issues 

and normalize relations which were generated by the respective visits of the Iraqi Prime 

Minister to Kuwait on 1 4- 1 5 March 20 1 2  and the Emir of Kuwait to Baghdad to attend 

the League of Arab States Summit on 29 March 20 1 2, as well as the second session of the 

Joint Kuwait-Iraq Ministerial Committee on 29 April 20 12 .  I very much hope that this 

spirit of positive cooperation will continue and usher in a renewed period of 

confidence-building between the two parties. 

22. I welcome the initiative of the Iraqi Committee coordinating the search for 

Kuwaiti missing property, including the national archive, to place advertisements in the 

Iraqi press and on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs website. I look forward to the 

Committee' s  sustained efforts to ascertain the whereabouts of the Kuwaiti national 

archive, and encourage the members of the Iraqi Committee to meet with their Kuwaiti 

counterparts at the earliest to further discuss modalities for both to sides to work together 

on the matter. 

23 . I would like to acknowledge the leading role of the ICRC in the task of 

resolving the issue of missing persons, and the support and contribution of Kuwait, as 

well as other members of the TC and its TSC. Joint exploratory missions in Iraq within 

the framework of the TSC under the aegis of the ICRC appear to be an appropriate and 

concrete mechanism to probe the fate of missing Kuwaiti and third country nationals. 

24. During my recent visit to the two countries and my meetings, in particular with 

the Emir of Kuwait and the Prime Minister of Iraq, I witnessed a positive disposition on 

the part of both parties to move forward and address outstanding issues, which, I trust, 

will be conducive to further progress on the issues of missing Kuwaiti persons and 

property. Based on my consultations with the two Governments, I believe that intensified 

United Nations activities on the ground in assisting the Government of Iraq, could yield 

concrete results on the issue of Kuwaitis missing persons and property. Accordingly, I 

believe that UNAMI could be particularly well suited for this task and would continue to 

allow me to report to the Security Council on the implementation and progress made on 



both issues. 

25 .  It is therefore my intention to consider recommending, by the end of June 20 1 3 , 

or preferably earlier, that UNAMI assumes the responsibility of assisting with the 

implementation of any unfulfilled obligations under paragraph 1 4  of Security Council 

resolution 1 284 ( 1 999). However, my recommendation in this regard would be primarily 

determined by the progress Iraq makes over the next few months iri the search for 

missing persons and property. I would also take into account the overall progress made 

by Iraq in the implementation of all its outstanding Chapter VII obligations, most notably 

the urgent need for tangible progress on its outstanding border-related obligations. 

26. I view the next few months as a crucial confidence-building period between Iraq 

and Kuwait that will hopefully lead to the expeditious resolution of outstanding 

multilateral and bilateral issues between them. During this interim period, the two parties 

can count on the full support of the United Nations to facilitate the normalization of their 

relations . And, I am committed to resolving the issues of missing Kuwaiti and third 

country nationals and that of missing Kuwaiti property as soon as possible with the 

cooperation of the two parties. In this regard, I intend to carry out the responsibilities of 

the United Nations set forth in paragraph 1 4  of Security Council resolution 1 284 ( 1 999) 

until 30 June 20 1 3  under the existing financial arrangements .  It is also my intention to 

provide an interim progress report to the Security Council in the event of tangible 

progress or lack thereof. I look forward to working closely with the Governments of Iraq 

and Kuwait both directly, and through my Representatives, in carrying out my 

responsibilities in this regard. 

27. Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ambassador Gennady 

Tarasov who will be ending his tenure on 3 1  December as High-Level Coordinator for 

his efforts in carrying out the tasks entrusted to him. 
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H.E.  MR. GENNADY TARASOV 
High�Level Coordinator for the .Kuwaiti POW's 
and return of Kuwaiti Properties from Iraq 

Excellency, 

29 June 20 1 2  

It is my pleasure to attach herewith a copy of the minutes of the meeting 
held on 27 June 201 2, for the purpose of receiving Kuwaiti property from the 
Republic of Iraq, consisting of tapes belonging to the Radio Station of the State of 
Kuwait as well as the minutes of the meeting held on the same day, for the 
purpose of receiving �uwaiti property from the Republic of Iraq consisting of books 
belonging to the University of Kuwait along with an unofficial translation • 

Encl . 

MANSOU R  AL OTAIBI 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 

web site: http:J/www.kuwailmission.com -- e-mail: kuwaltmlsslon@msn.com 
321 East 44th Stn:et - New York. N.Y. 10017 · Tel.: {212) - 973 • 43011 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

In accordance to relevant SecuriW Council resolutions, the State of Kuwait 
received on 27 June 201 2  (2) two books that belong to the Un1versity of Kuwait 
from the Republic of Iraq, -Which were seized by the former regime in Iraq, during 
its occupation of the State of Kuwait in 1 990. 

The books were received at the headquarters of the Ministry ot foreign 
Affairs of the State of Kuwait in the presence of a representative of the Kuwaiti 
Ministry qf Foreign Affairs and a representative of the Kuwaiti Ministry of 
Information, as well as a representative from the Iraqi Foreign Ministry and a 
representative from the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Kuwait. The minutes of 
this meeting were edited and signed in the presence of an official of the United 
Nations Office in the State of Kuwait. 

The representative of the Kuwaiti Minis1ry of Foreign Affairs has clarified, 
that the r�turn of some of the property. is undoubtedly a step forward, that the 
Kuwaiti side hopes it will be followed with the return of the more valuable and 
more important property, particularly the National Archives belonging to the Amiri 
Diwan, the Diwan of His Highness the Crown Prince and that of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

For the State of Kuwait 
H .E .  Ambassador Jasem Mubark AI-Mubaraki 
Director of the Department of International 
Organizations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

H .E .  Ambassador Yousef Mustafa Aballah 
Representative of the Ministry of Information 
Deputy Assistant for Broadcasting Affairs 

For the Republic of lrag 
H.E.  Ambass"dor Hussain Mohammad Bahr AI-Quloun 
Ambassador of the Republic of Iraq to the State of Kuwait 

( 

( 



Mr. Ma'az Abdulwahab Abdulrazzaq 

Representative of the Foreign Ministry 
legal Directorate (Compensations Department) 

For the United , Nations 
Mr. Hashem Hassan Ali 
Charge d'Affaires of the United Nations 
Development Programme in Kuwait 



., .; ' ' ; 
; 

' . ! 

Minislrj ofform�nAffalrs I �U.t�J@ 

�U U,>4� t>e oJlre JIJZJI �)� /}A twp �I.S.l:tu �l � 

� ,sJ! '4 !j �\�'I 

2012  �� 27 

27 �..;� �.fill �_J.) �� ,u....J\ u\� c)A�I � u!;b! �� 

4..!J� �1�1 �.)� �l:l .U:.ytt .c)c 'i� � 27 �.\c ) 201 2  . .WJ:! 

��1 �JyJl � �u1 rtillll � �.fwl .l! ulS. ''-'�\ � tJ4 (UJ..,s.ll 
. 1990 rl.c U�fil � _,� dJ)I.:b.\ 

�.;Wl vw Ji.-· � U-lfil A.l.;� �).:JI t>�J � J �"11 PJ 

�� �� t>�J �!PJI �JWI vw � 0.lt-.; '�)tl. . vfu �J 

� J� � � tfofilJ �� �� .)J� �· �J ,�1 'Jy i.S� 
.t.::.u...fill �.J.l � ��I ��I 

� b��l � r�l � \.4 l.J� ·�..fill �.;�1 t>w �. �_,1 �_, . !1\ 

oJh:.} � ul tju,_fll yjl;JI J.c� 'rt..&l s_,k.:.. � �� U;.l JA · u�l 

I.J-"lWI �_,ll 1 iJ";!J'JI �\.:.. JS,tu.J r-A\t!J · ... #M �I ulj w�! 

.�).;;..ll v!.ill �� �_, � l.)lJ..l.l_, �t..;.i w!>.l�4 

1 

( 

( 

( 



( 

( 

-, . . , 

< 

1 

M\n�t� of ForeignAffalrs I �U.t�� 

�.>\tJI� Fl.;. /�1 

. . . .  �e. ... . .  . 

2 

i 
! . j 
! . 
! 
l 
l 

. ' 

I I 
I 
l 
[ , 
! 
l I 
l 

I 
\ I 
i I 

I 
I 

' l  
i I 
! l 
1 1  I 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

In accordance to relevant Security Council resolutions, the State of Kuwait 
received ori 27 June 20 1 2  (27) twenty seven crates containing tapes that belong 
to the archives of the Radio Station of the State of Kuwait from the Republic of 
Iraq, which were seized by the former regime in Iraq, during its occupation of the 
State of Kuwait in 1 990 . 

The tapes were received at the headquarters of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the State of Kuwait In the presence of a representative of the Kuwaiti 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a representative of the Kuwaiti Ministry of 
Information, as well as a representative from the Iraqi Foreign Ministry and a 
representatlye from the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Kuwait. The minutes of 
this meeting were edited and signed in the presence of an official of the United 
Nations Office in the State of Kuwait. 

The representative of the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs has clarified, 
that the return of some of the property, is undoubtedly a step forward. that the 
Kuwaiti side hopes it will be followed with the return of the more valuable and 
more important property, particularly the National Archives belonging to the Amiri 
Diwan , the Diwan of His Highness the Crown Prince and that of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

For the State of Kuwait 
H .E. Ambassador Jasem Mubark AI-Mubaraki 
Director of the Department of International 
Organizations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

H .E .  Ambassador Yousef Mustafa Aballah 
Representative of the Ministry of Information 
Deputy Assistant for Broadcasting Affairs 

For the Republic of trag 
H .E.  Ambassador Hussain Mohammad Bahr AI-Quloun 
Ambassador of the Republic of Iraq to the State of Kuwait 

( 

( 

( 
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Mr. Ma'az Abdulwahab Abdulrazzaq 
Representative of the Foreign Ministry 
Legal Directorate {Compensations Department) 

For the United Nations 
Mr. Hashem Hassan Ali 
Charge d'Affaires of the United Nations 
Development Programme in Kuwait 
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( . �ermanent Mission of the Republic 
· . of Iraq to t:he United Nations 

W\.lll �\ .d...,� � 
b�\ �'JI <.5.ll 

( 

i \ 

Ne� York 

1!1 • � 

PRCU2012/ 9  ::Jf  New York, 1 October 201 2  

Excellency, 

Upon in$tru<:tion from my Government, I have .the honor to inform you that the Iraqi 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has re�published an advertisement in the official Ministry's website 
and in a number of local Iraqi Newspapers such as AI� Zatnanl issue 4307 and 4308� Al-Sababl 
issue 2637� 2638 and 2639, Al- Sabah al-Jadeedlissue 2385, 2386 and 23 87, Al-Bayanl issue 
1020?1021  and 1 022� Al-Etehad/issue 3072,3073 and 1 074, Al-Alamlissue 660,661 and 662� 
A�� adalalissue 25 12,25 1 3  and 25 14, AlwMuwattinlissue 1726, Tareq al-Shaab/iss·ue/32, 
Al-Mashriq!issue 2461 .2462 and 2463, Al-:-Madalissue 2595,2596 and 2597 and Al-Bayena/ 

· issue 1656.1657 and 1 658 dated on 1 8,19,20/9/2012, that urges Iraqi citizens in possession of 
any docuinents or property belonging to the State Kuwait to transinit them to the Committee in 
charge of coordinating the efforts reg�ding the Kuwaiti Archives established in the Iraqi 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a part of Iraq's obligations before the International Community. 
Please find attached a copy of the Advertisement text. 

Please accept, Excellency� the assurance.c; of my highest consideration. 

H.E. Mr. Gennady Tarasov 

Sincerely, 

�fi?AJ4, 
T.Hamid Al·Bayati 

Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative 

HlGH"Level Coordinator for the Repatriation of Return of All Kuwaiti and Third - Country or 
their Remains, and Return of Kuwaiti Property 
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( 

Untitled Page 

Republic of!raq 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Announcement 

Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Hum a n  Rights cal l upon the honest citizens to 
provide any information they have on miss ing persons during the Kuwait war and 
their places.  

The Iraqi governm ent made serious efforts to find those m i s s ing or their 
remains.  We succeeded in finding 236 missing, which leaves 373 m issing.  Seeking 
to accomplish this tas k  is part of our international obl fgations, providing information 
about thes e miss ing Is a s ervice to our dear countryto rid the crimes com m itted by 
the former regime and maintain Iraq's reputation and its normal place in the 
international com m unity. 

w w w  .mofa.gov .lq{en/artides/print.aspx?id; 12512 



• 

9/26/12 

,. 

\ 

Untitled Page 

Republic of Iraq 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Announcement 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs cal ls upon the honest Iraqis who have Inform ation on 
Kuwaiti possess ions or documents to contact our Ministry to return them to Kuwait 
and im plem ent the UNSC resolutions . 

The cooperation between the citizens and the Ministry is a patriotic act aiming at  
settling issues that we inherited from the cri m es of  the former regim e and to enable 
Iraq to return to Its normal status in  the International com m unity. 

The Ministry offers a reward to those who provide Inform ation who are already 
providing important service to their country. 

· ·: ·  

www .mofa.gov .lq/en/artides/print.aspx?id= 12513 
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Tra;JSfatcdji·om Arabic 
I . . 

Re.Hubtic'oflrnq 
l 

�.l1Stry of Foreign Affairs . : 

ACTION 
COPY 

h,, __ .�··· p� " r _._.r.t'. 
. • ' .................. >;: 

rt.l d :  ib""' e.\1\.. 

�� �\wAS 
A-·�"'� .. � ' ' "  1 

I' 

{l l "l t.''· f';?-( J..§1 \ C::-;.,,.,. '"t<T" -�.. . >:K - v.� "' 1 ...... . · · · ···-· a -¥- . . . . I . ? . 
We sho�Jd like io refer to the letter that we addressed to ybu, dated 7 May 2in 2, in which we proposed thatthe . ! mana� ofAmbas�ador GennadyTamsov, the Secretary-General'�High-LeveJ Coordirtator on thds�ue·ofmissing . KuJa.iti and third-country nationals and the repatriation of Kuwaitilproperty, should be terminated a�d the 'Qle · 

trrmsrerred for bilateral consideration by Iraq a�d Kuwait. . . I . . 
. : . . . · \  . You are nware of th� efforts that have been exerted by� with a vie\v t? closing this file, and of the 

consultations that Iraq bas held with the States that are pernlarient rqembers of the Seeurity Council, which have led to 
t ' . . It t p�rodptible progies� being made towards the transf�renc.e of that fitt to bilnt6'al. rela4�ns. We should therefore lilce to 

reqJst !he Security Council, through yoU; to close tbat file and trarljifer it to bilat¢ral relation�. by sending a Kuwaiti 
team �t will be based in Iraq, either at a headquarters location to bb determined 'by .tniltl�al agreement or .i-ilhin the 
Kuw4iti embassy in Saghdad, in order to complete work on the rembinder of the file in

. 
cooperation \\ith the Iraqi team. 

That *tep would bring the mandak: ot'the.Hi.gh-level Coordinator tok close, either imme4iat�ly .or by the er\d of20 1 2  at 
I . � . . . . 

the tart. 11ie join� team would eoope:ate with th� International CoFittee of the Red,Cross (ICRC), which has . ·. 

exprersed its readiness to engage with the iisue in its capacity as. a bpmanitarian. organization; or with 'the Unit.ed · 

Na:t!o1\S As�stan�;e Mission for iraq (UNAMI). The �ecurity_ Couni could then adopt _a molu.tion r_ele�ing Iraq from 
.its ob�gati.ons under Chapter VII of the Charier of the United.Nalior{!l.in:tespect of this question. · . 

. ; 
. 

I . . . 

l Amo.ng the'ptoposals reised in the coul'tle of our disclll'!sion� ... �i.l�t some Smtes mCJ:ubeiS of tli.e. Security C!)UilCil 

was �e idea of transferring the questio� fro�1 Chapter y:n to Chap to} VI of the Charter and addrcMing it bilaterally 
1 • l '  .• . 

llllder �he s�pmvision oflCRC. .or UNAl>ofl. · t 

' i 
I 

. I 

\ DPA/OUSG i l . . 

nbc�d · 2-· f I J 2-1b r L.. 
. t : 

f • 

L6g# . I l- - ?- J-:?-:�_)\ 1 �CTION . rl ewVJD . .. 
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Mr. BtN" Ki�moon 

UnitodjNations Secretru:y-Gent<ral 
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I 
i I We wisi1 to emphasize that futq i$ coinmitted to continutbg the scaroh for iliissing persons. It is .fully d�tiknnned to address that poigtlaiJt h!lll.lllnitari.an issue. which is Jf $UCll importance to the Kttwaifi fanulies tliat lost , l . l . . loyeo ones. We also emphasize that the establishment of a bilatera� committee, as proposod, would allow tts·to =tom� <lireol] Ut roso!ving lhls hwnanwm,tt �. i 

· · · 

.

. i We hope that. you will understand Iraq's sincere position Jn. the resolution �f this qu�on, and that you will 
� . . . . i Pimlide fue nece;;sary support for the sucCI..>ssful flJ1tlJment of that �sk. . : . . I ; Accept,· Sir, t1JC_ .assru:ances ofiny highest copsideration. I · · : 

I . . 
I 

j 
I I ·  

I I ,  
f 
! 
! . 
I i 

. l 

. !, 
l (Signed) Hoshyar Zeliarf j . . Minjster fot Foreign Affairs ofiraq_ ' . l 
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Per�anent Missi<.>n t>fthe ;Republic 
ofiraq to the United Nations 
h4 Bll$ 7!)11' Sireet.New·York,N.Y. 10075 i Tei: 212-737M3J • Frud.l2-772-'l '194 
1 '  

' 

I 
l 
j PRCL/�012/?li3 
I 

l The Permanent Mission of the ·c of Iraq to the United.Nation& l presents · its . comp�iments to the Office the Secretary-Generl:ll at).d in 
! reference to its Note Verbale dated 1 8  June 201 2, ha<; _the 
\ hol).or to attach herewith the origmal copy letter fi·om H.E. Mr. Hoshyar 11. Zebruj, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the ; lie of Iraq addres.sed to H.E _ 

Mr. Ban Ki-moon the Secretary-General oflfue United Nations. 
. . . . I . 
1 !he · Permanent Mission of the Republic of. Iraq · would deeply 
1 appreciate it if tb.e .attached letter could l{indly be forwarded to its highest 
� destination. . ' ' r . : l 
f � • 

II: . · TI1e Permanent l\1ission· of the Repuplic of Iraq tO the Uni�d Nations 
. ava�ls itself of this . opportunity to renexv to the este�med Office of the 
! Secretary General the ·assurances of i�s higl}est consideration. · 

: l 

I 1;:2t�� !.: 
l I f .... - : J.c·� }' � .  '! 
! L� \ t., W!i?}f L�J. . ! 

� '�;��� l New York, 27 June 20 12 

. � ! 
I 

. � Offi�e of the SecretarY - General 
11 United Nations 
, New York 

' !  . 

i 

l 
r .  
I 
I 
l 
I 

". 



.. 

United Nations 

(�) Security Council 
� 

Distr. : General 

20 July 201 2  
� 

Original : English 

Letter dated 20 July 2012 from the Charge d ' affaires a.i. of the 
Permanent Missio n of Kuwait to the United Nations addressed 
to the President of the Security Council 

I have the honour to forward herewith a letter from His Excell ency Sheikh 
Sabah AI-Khaied AI Hamad AI Sa bah, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign 
Atiairs of the State of Kuwait, addressed to you (see annex) . 

\ 
I would highly appreciate if the present letter and its annex could be c irculated 

as a document of the Security Council. 

(Signed) Abdulaziz Aljarallah 
Charge d'affaires a.i. 

S/2oi2/567 
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Annex to the letter dated 20 July 2012 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. 
of the Permanent Mission of Kuwait to the United Nation s  addressed 
to the P resident of the Security Council 

(Original: Arabic] 

I should like to draw your attention to the latest developments in the matter of 

Iraq 's outstanding obligations pursuant to the Security Council resolutions adopted 
under Chapter VII of the Charter relevant to the item on the situation between Iraq 
and Kuwait. The most significant of those ob l igations, which are s et out in the 

report of the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraph 5 of resolution 1 859 (2008) 
(S/2009/3 85),  dated 27 July 2009, concern maintenance of the border markers, 

compensation owed to Iraqi farmers , res idua l compensations owed by Iraq to 

Kuwait and the question of Kuwait prisoners, missing persons and property. 

In that connection, I should like to make reference to the thirty-third report of 
the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraph 14 of resolution 1 2 84 ( 1 999) 
(S/20 1 2/443),  dated 14 June 20 1 2, concerning the question of the prisoners and 
Kuwaiti p roperty, as well as Security Council press statement SC/1 0680, dated 
20 June 2 0 1 2 ,  in which the Counci l called on both the Kuwaiti and Iraqi sides to 

explore other arrangements to ensure continued cooperation in the search for 
missing persons, property and the Kuwaiti archives . 

Despite the significance and the sensitive nature of the question of the missing 
persons, a humanitarian issue that the Counci l  has been following for many years, 

a1id despite the great efforts that have been made s ince 2004 by the Tripartite 

Commission and the Technical Subcommittee, which operates under the auspices of 
the International Committee of the Red Cros s, the remains of only 236 Kuwaiti 
prisoners out of 605 missing Kuwaiti and third-country nationals have thus far been 
identified. 

Whi le w e  appreciate the cooperation demonstrated by the Government of Iraq 
and its efforts to resolve this question, we believe that it would be possible to make 

significant progress if efforts were redoubled and agreed-upon plans were 
implemented in the framework of the Technical Subcommittee . 

With regard to progress made in the matter of Kuwaiti property and the . 

national archive, Iraq has returned some Kuwa iti property belonging to certai1i 
Kuwaiti Government authorities and, in December 2 0 1 1 ,  established a ministeria l 

committee to fol low up on this matter. However, this committee has not presented 
any reports on its work. The fate of the Kuwaiti national archive, which includes 
important documents pertaining to the Amiri Diwan, the Diwan of the Crown Prince 
and the Diwan of the Prime M inister, remains unknown. 

Kuwait appreciates the great etiorts made by the High-leve l Coordinator, 

Ambassador Gennady Tarasov, to fulfil his mandate under paragraph 1 4  of Security 
Council  resolution 1 2 84 ( 1 999) and wishes him all success in the responsibilities 

that he wil l  take on. 

Kuwait therefore hopes that the Security Council will appoint another H igh­

level Coordinator or a Special Representative of the Secretary-General to replace 
Ambassador Tarasov, in order to continue following up implementation of the 

obligations set out in Security Council resolutions 686 ( 1 99 1  ), 687 ( 1 9 9 1 )  and 1 2 84 

( 1 999). It would be appropriate if such a H igh- level Coordinator or Special 

.. 

1 2-43384 



.. .  

12-43384 

Representative were to follow up on all of Iraq 's outstanding international 
obl igations . 

In conclusion, we would like to expres s our satisfaction at the noticeable 

progress that has been made in bilateral relations between Kuwait and Iraq at 

various levels, as evidenced by the exchange of visits at the highest levels and the 
significant agreements reached by the two States at the most recent meeting of the 

Joint Ministerial Committee in April 20 1 2 .  

We would also l ike t o  commend the sincere efforts and desire o f  Iraq to fulfil 

its intemational ob ligations towards Kuwait. We would furthermore like to reiterate 
that our country stands ready to provide Iraq with the support it needs , with a view 

to ha stening the fulfilment of the outstanding obligations pursuant to the relevant 
Security Council  resolutions.  

(Signed) Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled AI Hamad AI S abah 
Deputy Prime Minister 

Minister for Foreign Affairs 

State Minister for Counci l of Ministers Affairs 
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