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Negotiations

• In general, progress in the negotiations slowed dowu as a number of difficult issues
came to the tore, with the Vienna group agreeing to only four paragraphs, but the
atmosphere remained positive.

• Significant progress was made, however, on the issues of globalization, finance and
trade with 52 paragraphs agreed in a marathon night session and 20 paragraphs
remaining. Agreements were reached partly by following the Monterrey Consensus. The
outstanding issues relate almost entirely to trade. The most significant are trade-
distorting subsidies and the definition of globalization (is it all a positive phenomena or
are there also challenges?).

• There still is a good chance that the negotiations on the Plan of Implementation will be
finished by the weekend.

• There are now 21 actions that have timetables and targets attached to them. This
includes 17 timetables and targets that were already agreed in Bali. The most significant
newly agreed ones relate to fish stocks. There is still no agreernentjgt^targets and
timetables related to the share of renewable energy (with this US and the G-77 opposing),
reversing the biodiversity loss (with the G-77 opposing and the US agreeing), sanitation
and the phasing out of harmful energy subsidies (although there is agreement on the
goal).

• Progress on good governance and institutional issues stalled last night in the contact
group but picked up today (Wednesday). This issue will now be discussed in the Vienna
later.

28/08 '02 WED 12:30 [TX/RX NO 5178] El 001



28/08/2002 23:29
NO.022 P02

• Other issues where agreement has been elusive, include the Kyoto Protocol, the world
solidarity fund, Global Public Goods and access to land.

• South Africa is delaying the release on the Political Declaration until the Plan of
Implementation is finished, to avoid diverting attention. This document will not be
negotiated. Instead, South Africa will hold bilateral consultations and receive comments.
It would then revise the draft and present it on a take-it-or-leave-it basis.

Attendance

• Representatives of 191 countries are present
• 109 Heads of State or Government have confirmed their attendance.

Partnership plenary discussions ou WEHAB

• The discussions on cross-cutting issues on Tuesday afternoon and on water and sanitation
on Wednesday morning were, again, the most engaging and interesting meetings at the
Convention Centre, largely as a result of the able moderation by Jan Pronk.

cc: Deputy Secretary-General
Mr. S, I. Riza
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