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In the spirit of openness and transparency, I am writing to inform you of the two
recent decisions taken by the North Atlantic Council with regard to Operation Active
Endeavour. You will recall that, as part of its decision to invoke Article 5 of the North
Atlantic Treaty after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacjks_against the_ United.
States, NATO agreed to deploy air and naval forces to the Eastern Mediterranean,
thus initiating Operation Active Endeavour. The aim of this operation isjo monitor
and survey seaborne activities, as well as increase deterrence against terrorist and
illegal activities. Operation Active Endeavour thus demonstrates NATO's resolve in
the face of the terrorist threat and has played a significant role in enhancing security
in the Eastern Mediterranean.

On 4 March 2003, NATO agreed to extend the existing operation so as to further
safeguard the ships of NATO's nations against the threat of terrorism^ NATO
warships will now escort Allied non-combatant ships through the Strait of Gibraltar.
The Allies took this decision in response to recent assessments of the terrorist threat
jn and around the Strait. The specific situation within the Strait of Gibraltar (dense
traffic, adverse weather conditions, narrow passage, traffic separation scheme
limiting the freedom of movement) makes this area a vulnerable target for a possible
terrorist attack.

Based on the right of transit passage, the movement of NATO forces will be limited
to protecting escorted vessels. This escort will be exercised in the most expeditious
way. At no stage will NATO forces carry out actions that are believed to interfere with
the sovereign rights of the adjacent nations.

.The North Atlantic Council has also agreed that consensual boarding operations
'could be conducted in the framework of the Operation Active Endeavour, and under
specific conditions and modalities. These boarding operations will be limited to
.establish whether a vessel is engaged in terrorist activity. I wish to underline that
NATO is not conducting maritime interdiction operations and that these boarding
operations will take place on a consensual basis. Consequently, consent to board
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will be sought from the Master of the ship and from the Flag State, as appropriate.
^Once the Master of the merchant vessel has authorised the boarding, the team will
conduct the boarding and the inspection can be, at any stage, terminated by the
Master. If illegal activities are detected or assumed, the relevant national authorities
(flag state, next port of call) will be informed accordingly. NATO does not intend to
carry out further action.

I will keep you informed of any further developments related to these two questions.
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