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Akashi, Ruedas xref: T g | houwtowd
Ahmed, Pramote "b/TtT A5/ZHAO/ID/GB/FP/iM

19 December 1985

Dear Mr. Minister,

41 wish to *hank you for your letter of 9 November 1985
in which you informed me of Mr. Thanom Soongnarata's
interest in joining the staff of the Organization. In view
of my very beavy schedule of official engagements at
present, I have asked Mr. Yasushi Akashi,
Under-Secretary-General tor Public Information, to meet
Mr. Thanom Soongnarata at a mutually convenient time., I
feel I should mention, however, that Thailand is currently
over-represented in the Secretariat, and the General
Assembly has asked me to ensure that preference in
recruitment is given to candidates from countries that are
under ~represented.

May I say here how warmly I recall my official visit
to Thailand last January. I found great encouragement in
your Government's support for the United wnations, which
was strongly reiterated to me in September in New York by
Prime Minister Prem.

My wife joins me in thanking you for the gifts you so
kindly sent to us. They are guite exquisite examples of
the superb artistry which is soc much a hallmark of your
beautiful country.

Yours sincerely,

Javier Pérez de Cuéllar

His Excellency

DPr. Kramol- Thongdhamachart
Minister

Secretariat of the Prime Minister
Bangkok



SECRETARIAT OF THE PRIME MINISTER.
GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
BANGKOK.

9 November I985

Dear Mr,.Secretary-General,

. s
I ask Dr.Pramote to handcarry the gift for you and Mrs.de Cuellar.
Please accept this as a small remembrance of your stay in Thailand where

I was privileged to be in your esteemed company,.

Having to stay behind to ensure smooth functioning of our Office
after the failed coup, I regret not being able to visit you in New York
when the Prime Minister came to the UN, General Prem told us how deeply
touched he was by your friendship and warm welcome., Thailand will always
© give her unqualified support to the UN under your able leadership and
beyond. We will doubtlessly be gratified to see any Thai, for the first
time in the 40 years history of the UN, given the opportunity to serve

~under your administration in any senior position,

I have also asked Dr.Pramote to present to you Mr.,Thanom Soongnarata,

an information counselor at our embassy in Washington, D,C, Mr,Thanom was
a classmate of mine and a veteran of VOA radio and television. He is most

interested in joining Mr.Akashi®’s staff on any assignment commensuratéwﬁith

his background and experience, Mr,Secretary=General, please convey my'BésfuwA
regards to your wife = I look forward to seeing both of you again either in
Thailand or New York.

With an assurance of my highest consideration.

flomal Terp

Dr.Kramol Thongdhamachart
Minister Prime Minister®s Office

HoBoMr,Javier Perez de Cuellar
Secretary-General

The United Natiomns

New York, Ue.Sc.A.



24 April 1985

/

On behalf and in the absence of the Secretary-General,
on a mission abroad, I take pleasure in acknowledging your
letter of 15 April forwarding an album of additional

photographs which were taken during the Secretary-General's
visit to Thailand in January.

Dear Mr. Chargé d'affaires, ’

I shall not fail to bring your letter and the album to
the attention of the Secretary-General upon his return to
headquarters, but I know that he would like me to convey to
you his most sincere thanks for this thoughtful gesture.

Yours sincerely,

Florenese Pomés
First officer

Mr. Chuchai Kasemsarn

Chargé 4'Affaires a.l.

Permanent Mission of Thailand
to the United Nations

New York



RLCEIVED
APR 18
PERMANENT MISSION OF THAILAND

TO THE UNITED NATIONS
628 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016

No. 80%/2528

15 April 1985

Excellency,

I have the honour to forward herewith an album of
additional photographs which were taken during Your Excellency's

official visit to Thailand in January.

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances

of my highest consideration.

ochnt fa
Aot b\ Ay

(Mr. Chuchai Kasemsarn)

Chargé d' Affaires a.i.

His Excellency,
Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar,
Secretary-General of
the United Nations,
NEW YORK.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THAILAND
TO THE UNITED NATWONS
628 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK; K, Y. 10016

29 March 1985

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

I would like to express to you my deep
apprec1atlon for your kind letter of 5th March 1985
together with the 51gnea”§ﬁotdgraph which I shall
alW‘YS“treésure. Your official visit to Thailand will
always be one of the unforgettable experiences of my
diplomatic career. Rampi, too, enjoyed your wife's
company very much. You were both so gracious and
sympathetic that I felt at ease despite the hectic
schedule that we arranged for you. I also feel sure
that any shortcomings on our part were readily overlooked
by you and your wife,

Please accept my highest esteem and best
wishes as always.

Yours sincerely,

l
B1rabZongse Kasemsrl

Permanent Representative

His Excellency

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar
Secretary-General

United Nations

New York
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20 March 1985

Dear Sirs,

On behalf of the Secretary-Goncral(I should like to
thank you for your letter which you presented to him
during his recent official visit to Thailand.

You may be sure that the Secretary-General
appreciated your expression of support for the United
Nations endeavours to promote peace, security and
international understanding. He sends you his best
wishes for the success of your group's activities in
the cause of peace and disarmament.

Yours sincerely,

Virendra Dayal
Chef de Cabinet

The Coordinating Group

for Religion in Society
495-44 Soi Yoo Omsin Jaran
Sanitwong 40 Ra@.
Bangkok
Thailand
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S March 1985

Dear Mr. Ambassador,

4pon my return to United Nations headquarters,
I should like to thank you once again for the
excellent arrangements during my official visit to
Thailand.

I was indeed grateful for the warm reception and
generous hospitality wnich your Government extended to
my wife and me, as well as to the members of my
delegation. May 1 also say nhow much we appreciated the
kind personal care which you and your wife took of us
throughout our stay in your country.

As a small token of my esteem and gratiltude,
I would like you to accept the enclcsed photograph.

Please accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of
my highest consideration.

Javier Pérez de Cudllar

H.E. Mr. Birabhongse Kasemsri

Permanent Representative of Thailand
to the United Nations

New York



No. 447/2528
25 February 1985
Excellency,

I have the honour to forward herewith a photograph
F'y @
album of Your Excellency's official visit to Thailand last

month .

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances

of my highest consideration.

(M.L. Birabhongse Kasemsri)

Permanent Representative

His Excellency,
Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar,
Secretary-General of
the United Nations,
New York.



Mr. Y. Akashi
Undar-Secretary-Ceneral
DPI, New York

Takashi Endo
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ONIS, Bangkok

Weekly News Summary, 26 January-1l February 198%8

Apart froms Secretary-General Javier Perex de Cuellar's official visits
to Thailand and Viet Nam, the Vietnarese military action at the Thai-
Kampuchean border has been the top story of Bangkok's mass media this week.
The Secretary-General's meetings with high-ranking officials, both in Bangkok
and in Hamoi, received excellent media coverage.

According to press reports, on 24 January - a day before the Secretary-
General’'s arrival in Bangkok - the Vietnamese shelled a Khmer civilian camp
at Dong Ruk, killing 15 people and wounding 60 others. Two battles between
Vietnamese and Thai border troops were also reported. On 28 January - a day
after the Secretary-General had visited the Kheo-I-Dang refugees' centre,
the Vietnamese bombarded Xhmer Rouge bases at Xhao Din. In an editorial on
the eve of the Secretary-Ceneral's visit to Hanoi, the Nation Review said:
“"Her (VietNam's) military initiatives in Xampuchea started out well this dry
season but has been checked last week when she %00k on the Khmer Rouge (a
rebel faction suprorted by China). Since Viet Nam is hurting and is almost
making a last-ditch bid to eliminate Khmer resistance during this dry season,
Perez de Cuellar starts with a slight advantage. There is no question that
his mission will fail but he can sow some seeds that may bear some fruit if
the Vietnamese economy completely collapses or if the Pussians dacide to
stop fuelling the Vietnamese war machine.”

On 31 January, the Bangkok dailies splashed on their front pages the
Secretary-General's closed door meeting with Prince Vorodom Sihanouk,
President of the coalesced Government of Democratic Kampuchea at ESCAP
Headquarters. At a subsequent press conference, Prince Sihanouk said that
he had cautioned the Secretary-General on what he called "Vietnamese tricks."
He cited as example Viet Nam's announced intention to withdraw its troops
from Kampuchea in 6 to 10 years. "That means," he was quoted as saying,
"they want enough time to populate Kampuchea with millions of Vietpamese.
There are now 600,000 Vietnamese taking our land, exploiting our natural
resources and forcinqg Kampucheans to flae so that Kasmuchea is being under-
populated ... (to give room for) more Vietnamese."

While on official visit to Singapore, Chinese Poreign Minister Wu Xueqian
was reported to have warned Viet Nam of "a second lesson,” if it would persist
in making provocations. The "first lesson” obviously referred to the 17-day
border war in January-Pebruary 1979 that followed Viet Nam's invasion of
Karmpuchea and ouster of the pro-Chinese Khmer Rouge reaime in Phnom Penh.

A broadcast by the Voice of Viet Nam, claimad that China has now deployed

ess/ 8,000 planes

cC: *.x Chef de Cabinet
xacutive fice of the Secretary-Ceneral.



8,000 planes and 30 divisions along the Sinc-Vietnamase border. On the threat
of a "second lesson,” the Nation Review editorially cammented: "While we hope
against hope that the good offices of (Secretary-General Javier) Peres de
Cuellar, Australian Foreign Minister Bill Hayden and ASEAN's representative
Indonesia will all add up to some sort of a real path towards peace, China

does not for a moment think so. She made up her mind that there can only be

a military solution to Kampuchea as far back as December, 1978, and hasn't
changed her mind - and perhaps China was right and Vietnam is 'bleeding white’.”

On 27 January, the ¥ation Review printed a news analysis of the joint
comsunique issued in Ho Chi Minh City about a week earlier by the 10th Indo-
chinese Poreigan Ministers' Conference. It said that although the coewunique
might sound reconciliatory, it actually offered nothing nev. And by sinaling
out Thailand for criticism, "the joint cossunique is aimed at driving a .
wedge between ASEAN countries,” which have supported Prince Sihanouk's
Government and the call by the United Nations for the withdrawal of Vietnamese
troops from Xampuchea.
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Bangkok, Friday 1 February 1985

The Secretary-General flew back to Bangkok from Chiang Mai on
Friday 1 February following a meeting on Thursday night with Their
MaJesties the King and Queen of Thailand. The Secretary-General was

accompanied on the flight by Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanonda of Thailand.

Upon arrival in Bangkok, the Secretary-General received the
Ambassador of the United States to Thailand, Ambassador John G. Dean,
whom he triefed about the results of his démarches on behalf of the U.S.
government with the Vietnamese authorities in Hanoi concerning a number of
bilateral problems. The Ambassador took the opportunity to present to the
Secretary-General a letter of commitment for a coutribution of

U.S.$2 million to the Kampuchean relief efforts of the United Nations.

The Secretary-General then received the Ambassador of the Soviet
Union to Thailand, Ambassador Valentin Kasatkyn, at the Ambassador's
request, to discuss the situation in South-East Asia and the
Secretary-General's efforts to contribute to a peaceful solution of the

Kampuchean problem.

In the afternoon, the Secretary-General gave a press conference which

he opened with the following statement:

"Before answering your questions, may I express, ladies and gentlemen,
my deep gratitude to His Majesty the King and the Royal Thai Government for
their kind invitation and their very warm reception in Thailand. I have had,
both here in Bangkok and in Chiang Mai, the most detailed, informative and

useful talks.

{ e



The first phase of my visit to South-East Asia, which began here a
week ago and has also taken me to Viet Nam, has now ended. I shall be
visiting Malaysia, Indonesia and Siﬁgapore in the days to come, and only
then shall 1 be able to make a full assessment. Meanwhile, you will, I am
sure, want me to tell you what has been achieved so far, whether I am

optimistic or not - these are the usual questions.

Well, let me say this. I came to this region as a man of peace in

e -

order to evaluate the situation and to see how I could help the parties
S ey,
involved try to settle peacefully the tragic conflict of this region of

South-East Asia. I cannot impose a solution upon them. This is not my
i -

role. But I have attempted to find common ground, if any, and I have put

e

myself at the disposal of the parties. All of them have told me they want

peace. All of them have said they support my efforts. It would be naive

——— e .
of me to think that a quick solution to so complex a problem will be easy,
or even possible, in the near future. But I have transmitted to the leaders
I have visited important messages of peace. I am carrying with me

~——

clarifications which I think will be very useful in helping each side

understand the others' point of view.

I think it is time to move from words to deeds, and I stand ready to
assist all involved in this conflict to find common ground for a dialogue
toward a negotiated settlement in South-East Asia. My appeal to all is the

same. Stop confrontation, start talking, make peace."
b

The tape of this press conference is being made available to

correspondents.

T g



Following his press conference, the Secretary-General drove to
Bangkok International Airport, where he was seen off at the end of his
official visit to Thailand by Prime Minister Prem and a number of Thai
officials, including Vice Foreign Minister Prapass Limpabandhu and

Thailand's Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York,

Birabhongse Kasemsri.
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PROGRAMME OF VISIT
OF

HIS EXCELLENCY MR. JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR

SECRETARY-GENERAL
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

TO THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (ESCAP)

UNITED NATIONS BUILDING

BANGKOK, 30-31 JANUARY 1985




PROGRAMME




Wednesday,
30 January

6.30-8 p.m.

Thursday,
31 January

9.30 a.m.

10 am.

10-10.30 a.m.

10.30 a.m.

PROGRAMME OF VISIT OF
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO ESCAP,
UNITED NATIONS BUILDING

Reception hosted by the Executive Secretary of
ESCAP and Mrs. S.A.M.S. Kibria, in honour of
His Excellency the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and Mrs. Pérez de Cuéllar, in the
Main Lobby of the United Nations Building.

Departure from the Oriental Hotel.
Arrival at the United Nations Building.

The Secretary-General will be received by the
Executive Secretary and the Deputy Executive
Secretary, who will escort him to the Executive
Secretary’s office on the 15th floor.

The Executive Secretary of ESCAP will give the
Secretary-General a short briefing on ESCAP
and its activities, to be followed by a short
briefing by the UNDP Regional Representative,
the UNHCR Representative and the Executive
Agent of the Mekong Project.

The Secretary-General will address a meeting of
professional and general service staff members
of ESCAP and associated offices, Office of the
Special Representative, UNDP, UNEP, UNHCR,
and HABITAT. Representatives of other United
Nations offices and specialized agencies will
also be invited to attend.

x %X % x %

11.15 a.m.

11.25 a.m.

11.30 a.m.

11.45 a.m.

12.30 p.m.

12.40 p.m.

The Secretary-General will visit the exhibition
of ESCAP publications in the space in front of
the Main Conference Hall.

The Secretary-General will return to the
ExecutivegSecretary’s office on the 15th floor.

The Secretary-General will meet members of
the Staff Council of ESCAP in the Conference
Room, 15th floor.

The Secretary-General will proceed to the
Auditoriufh in the Service Building for an
informal meeting with the heads of United
Nations agencies and chiefs of divisions/units
of ESCAP.

Pre-lunch drinks will be served.

The Secretary-General will pay a short visit to
the Library (on the same floor) to see,the scale
model of the new ESCAP conference complex.
The Deputy Executive Secretary, Chairman of
the Secretariat Advisory Group on ESCAP
Conference Complex, will brief the Secretary-
General on the different aspects of the project.

The Secretary-General will arrive at the ESCAP
Dining Room for lunch hosted by Mr. S.A.M.S.
Kibria.

The Secretary-General and his party with leave
the United Nations Building, and will be seen off
by the Executive Secretary, the Deputy Executive
Secretary and other senior officials.
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DEAR COLLEAGUES,

IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO BE WITH YOU TODAY AT
UN REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS IN BANGKOK, HUB OF OUR EFFORTS IN
SUPPORT OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THIS VAST REGION.
May I SAY HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE THE WARMTH OF YOUR WELCOME
WHICH IS VERY MUCH IN KEEPING WITH THAT EXTENDED TO ME SINCE
MY ARRIVAL IN THAILAND.

AS WE ARE ALL/&ﬁfL AWARE, THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM IS,
AT PRESENT, GOING THROUGH A PERIOD OF REASSESSMENT.
WE ARE THE SUBJECT OF MUCH QUESTIONING, SOME OF IT JUSTIFIED,
MORE OF IT UNREASONABLE. AN ORGANIZATION WHICH WILL
CELEBRATE ITS HOTH ANNIVERSARY THIS YEAR AND WHICH HAS
TRAVERSED A PERIOD OF FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE AND GROWING COMPLEXITY
IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS MUST, TO MY MIND, EXPECT TO GO THROUGH
SUCH PERIODS. ALL OF US CAN BENEFIT FROM CONSTRUCTIVE
CRITICISM. I AM FIRMLY CONVINCED, AS I AM SURE ALL OF YOU
ARE, HOWEVER, THAT THESE DIFFICULT TIMES DO NOT INVALIDATE
EITHER THE VISION AND THE IDEALS OR THE PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES
ENSHRINED IN THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS.
WHAT IS CALLED FOR IS A RECOMMITMENT TO THEIR ABIDING VALUE AND
RELEVANCE AND HONEST EFFORT TO GIVE THEM EFFECT.
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I AM CONVINCED THEREFORE THAT IF WE ARE TO REALIZE OUR
COMMON GOALS THE ENTIRE UNITED NATIONS FAMILY WILL HAVE TO
RENEW AND REINFORCE OUR DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT TO THE
PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER. I AM CONFIDENT THAT THOSE OF YOU
IN THIS VERY IMPORTANT DUTY STATION, WHO HAVE COMMITTED YOUR
CAREERS TO ASSISTING IN THE FURTHERANCE OF THE ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL WELL-BEING OF THIS REGION, WILL CONTINUE TO BASE ALL
YOUR ACTIONS ON UNSWERVING DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT TO THE
PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER.

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ORGANS OF THE UNITED NATIONS,
TO MY MIND. CAN BE JUSTIFIABLY PROUD OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS THAT
THEY HAVE MADE TO THE BETTERMENT OF THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN MUCH
OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD. THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC IS AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF WHAT CAN
BE ACHIEVED IN THIS REGARD. AS THE PRINCIPLE ARM OF THE
UNITED NATIONS IN THIS REGION SERVING 54 PER CENT OF THE WORLD
POPULATION, IT HAS PERFORMED A PIONEERING AND CATALYTIC ROLE IN
PROMOTING REGIONAL CO-OPERATION IN WIDE-RANGING FIELDS.
THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, THE ASIAN CLEARING UNION,
THE ASIAN HIGHWAY., THE TRANS-ASIAN RAILWAY PROJECT, THE
ASIA-PACIFIC TELECOMMUNITY, AND THE BANGKOK AGREEMENT WHICH
FOSTERS INTRA-REGIONAL TRADE ARE SOME OF THE CONCRETE
ACHIEVEMENTS OF ESCAP. I HAVE NOTED WITH SATISFACTION
THAT ESCAP RECENTLY ESTABLISHED THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE IN KUALA LUMPUR AS THE REGION'S MAIN
DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH AND TRAINING CENTRE. I KNOW ALSO THAT
ESCAP IS ACTING VIGOROUSLY IN A NUMBER OF OTHER FIELDS TO
ASSIST DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OF THIS REGION.
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I AM NOT UNAWARE THAT MUCH MORE REMAINS TO BE DONE AND THAT
THE SITUATION IN MUCH OF THIS REGION CALLS FOR CONSTANT
ENTHUSIASM AND INNOVATIVENESS ON OUR PART. POVERTY REMAINS
THE LOT OF MANY MILLIONS OF PEOPLE. DESPITE THE OVER-ALL
SATISFACTORY RECORD OF GROWTH, SOME COUNTRIES EITHER HAVE
STAGNATED OR HAVE FALLEN BEHIND. THE LEAST DEVELOPED AND
THE ISLAND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THE PACIFIC DESERVE SPECIAL
ATTENTION. THE CHALLENGES AHEAD WILL NOT BE EASY AND IF
THEY ARE TO BE MET FULLY, IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO STRENGTHEN
THE REGIONAL ARM OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC

REGION.

I HAVE NOTED WITH PARTICULAR PLEASURE THE VERY FINE SPIRIT
OF CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
WHICH HAPPILY EXISTS IN ESCAP. THIS IS A TRADITION WHICH
MUST BE TREASURED AND UPHELD. WE CAN ACCOMPLISH MUCH IF
THERE IS AN ATMOSPHERE OF GOOD WILL AND A GENUINE WILLINGNESS
ON THE PART OF BOTH THE DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO
WORK AS PARTNERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS.
I AM ENCOURAGED TO FIND THAT CONSENSUS AND CO-OPERATION ARE THE
GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN ALL THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES OF
ESCAP. I ALSO NOTE WITH SATISFACTION THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
THE FORTIETH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION IN TOKYO IN 1984 WHICH
ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY THE TOKYO PROGRAMME ON TECHNOLOGY FOR
DEVELOPMENT AND WHICH ALSO DECIDED TO LAUNCH A NEW SERIES OF
ACTIVITIES IN THE TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS SECTORS.
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I AM ALSO GRATIFIED TO KNOW OF THE EXCELLENT WORKING
RELATIONS WHICH EXIST BETWEEN THE STAFF AND THE MANAGEMENT IN
ESCAP. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED HAVE BEEN RESOLVED THROUGH
CONSULTATIONS AND HARMONIOUS INTERACTION RATHER THAN THROUGH
CONFRONTATION. I wouLD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE ALL CONCERNED
FOR THIS HAPPY SITUATION.

I HAVE LISTENED WITH GREAT ATTENTION TO THE SPECIFIC ISSUES
WHICH HAVE BEEN RAISED TODAY BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
STAFF COUNCIL ON MATTERS OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN TO THE STAFF.
I HAVE NOTED THE STRONG CASE MADE FOR THE RATIONALIZATION IN
THE ALLOCATION OF HUMAN AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO THE REGIONAL
COMMISSIONS, AND I WOULD ASK MY SENIOR COLLEAGUES AT
HEADQUARTERS TO EXAMINE THIS MATTER AND RELATED ISSUES
VERY CAREFULLY.

I ALSO TAKE NOTE OF THE REPRESENTATIONS MADE IN REGARD TO
SALARY MATTERS AND TO THE IMPACT OF CURRENCY DEVALUATIONS.
THESE ISSUES ARE COMPLEX AND, YOU WILL AGREE. REQUIRE
VERY CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF THEIR POLICY AND SYSTEM-WIDE
IMPLICATIONS BEFORE CONCLUSIONS CAN BE REACHED.

IT 1S MY AIM TO ENSURE EQUITY, JUSTICE AND FAIR PLAY
AS WELL AS A SENSE OF SECURITY FOR THE STAFF OF THE
UNITED NATIONS WITHIN THE PARAMETERS SET OUT BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. YOU CAN THEREFORE REST ASSURED THAT THE
IMPORTANT ISSUES RAISED TODAY REGARDING EMOLUMENTS AND
CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF THE STAFF WILL RECEIVE CAREFUL
CONSIDERATION BY THE OFFICES CONCERNED.
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ONCE AGAIN, LET ME REITERATE HOW MUCH I HAVE ENJOYED BEING
WITH ALL OF YOU TODAY. BANGKOK IS A VERY LARGE CENTRE OF
UNITED NATIONS FAMILY -- BEING THE REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE
U.N. AND OF MANY SPECIALIZED AGENCIES. ORGANIZATIONS SUCH
AS UNDP AND THE OFFICE OF THE UNHCR IN THAILAND ARE
CARRYING OUT IMPORTANT WORK, OFTEM UNDER VERY DIFFICULT
CONDITIONS. I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY SINCERE APPRECIATION
TO ALL STAFF MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND OF THE
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES FOR THEIR MANY OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENTS. THIS AREA OF THE WORLD HAS BEEN A CRADLE OF
MANY ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS AND IS ENDOWED WITH A STUNNING
VARIETY OF CULTURAL TRADITIONS. TODAY, IT IS GOING THROUGH
A PERIOD OF TRANSITION AND MODERNIZATION AND ITS INFLUENCE AND
IMPACT ON WORLD AFFAIRS IS GROWING CONSTANTLY. I HAVE
NO DOUBT THAT THE U.N. FAMILY WILL JOIN THE MEMBER COUNTRIES OF
THIS VIBRANT AND DYNAMIC REGION IN THE GREAT TASKS OF
DEVELOPMENT THAT LIE AHEAD.

I HAVE BEEN HEARTENED BY THE SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY AND
DUTY WHICH ALL OF YOU, INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY, HAVE
DISPLAYED IN YOUR WORK IN YOUR RESPECTIVE FIELDS.

THIS IS A HAPPY AUGURY FOR THE FUTURE. I AM CONFIDENT THAT
THIS SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY AND COMMITMENT TO THE TASKS
ENTRUSTED TO US BY OUR MEMBER STATES WILL CONTINUE TO BE A
FEATURE OF YOUR EFFORTS IN THE CHALLENGING YEARS AHEAD.

IT IS THIS COMMITMENT THAT UNITES US ALL.



I LEAVE YOU WITH A SENSE OF ASSURANCE THAT, THROUGH YOUR
DEDICATED EFFORTS, THE FFAG OF THE UNITED NATIONS WHICH
SYMBOLIZES THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER WILL CONTINUE TO GIVE
HOPE TO THE VAST POPULATION OF THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC REGION.

I WISH YOU CONTINUED STRENGTH IN YOUR WORK AND HAPPINESS IN
YOUR PERSONAL LIVES.

/ //xf of { i /4
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MR. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY,
DEAR COLLEAGUES,

§(q>j LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

N

\§>\5 THANKS TO MR. KIBRIA FOR THE KIND HOSPITALITY TODAY.

I TRY TO VISIT THE MAJOR UNITED NATIONS CITIES WHENEVER I CAN
:S} SO AS TO TOUCH BASE WITH STAFF MEMBERS IN FAR-FLUNG LOCATIONS.
IT 1S A PLEASURE TO BE HERE AT ESCAP HEADQUARTERS AND TO SEE
AND HEAR AT FIRST HAND ABOUT IMPORTANT WORK.

-2 -
MANY STAFF MEMBERS SOMETIMES FEEL THAT THE SECRETARY -GENERAL'S
CONCERN DIMINISHES IN KEEPING WITH THEIR DISTANCE FROM NEW YORK.
THIS IS NOT SO. I AM KEPT IN REGULAR TOUCH WITH DEVELOPMENTS HERE

AND ELSEWHERE BY MANY CLOSE ADVISERS.

THE ASIA AND PACIFIC REGION IS THE MOST DYNAMIC REGION
OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD AND THIS PROVIDES AN EXCITING BACKDROP
FOR ESCAP'S EFFORTS AND THE EFFORTS OF OTHER UN AGENCIES AND ORGANS

REPRESENTED HERE TO-DAY.
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ON THE OTHER HAND, A NUMBER OF THE COUNTRIES IN THE REGION
CONTINUE TO LAG BEHIND IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. PUBLIC OPINION
SOMETIMES TENDS TO OVERLOOK THE FACT THAT THE REGION HAS 56% OF
THE WORLD'S POPULATION AND THE MAJORITY OF ITS POOR AND HUNGRY.

I MUST MENTION HOW PLEASED I AM THAT, WITH THE AGREEMENT
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, WORK CAN NOW COMMENCE ON THE NEW
CONFERENCE FACILITIES HERE IN BANGKOK. I WISH TO ASSURE YOU
THAT I FULLY APPRECIATE THE LESS THAN SATISFACTORY NATURE OF
THE PRESENT FACILITIES. WE SHOULD NOW ENSURE THAT WORK PROCEEDS AS
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AND IN THIS REGARD MY COLLEAGUES AT HEADQUARTERS
AND I MYSELF ARE FULLY COMMITTED TO THE SUCCESSFUL ACHIEVEMENT OF

THIS PROJECT.

=
THESE NEW FACILITIES WILL OF COURSE BE SHARED BY ALL MEMBERS
OF THE UNITED NATIONS FAMILY HERE. THIS WILL CLEARLY REQUIRE
THE HIGH DEGREE OF COOPERATION AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WHICH I HAVE
FREQUENTLY URGED IN THE OTHER UN CITIES. I AM CONFIDENT THAT
IT WILL BE FORTHCOMING HERE ALSO.
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