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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

304 East 44th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

Tel No. (212) 503�0300 Fax No. (212) 949-5999 

URGENT 

CHAN/473/10/AE 

2 August 2010 

Excellency. 

P.001 

I have the pleasure to attach h.erewith_a_verbi!l m�,SSJ!S� _ad�.£S�.d. frPm H.E._Mr._ 
Ahmed Abo�!.OtJ.�t, the Foreign Minister of Egypt, to H.E Mr. Ban Ki-Moo� the Secretary 
General of the United Nations elated to the on oin�jforts to l:?_Jjng both P�esti.pian and 
lsraeluide.§ !O start direct nego}!ations and_ �e--����J�-role of the Quart�_4_1 tl]is regard. I 
shall be grateful if you could transmit this message to its high destination. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

H.E. Mr. Vijay K. Nambiar 
Chef de Cabinet of the Secretary-General 
Under-Secretary-:General 

The United Nations 

RECEIVED TIME AUG. 2. 5:53PM 

Mohamed Edrees 
Charge d' Affairs, ai. 
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� II I amsure_y.ou are--following the recent co�tacts t8king place with 
a view to bringi_ng the. Pal�stlnii.n> and. the Jsr�e·ii · sides io start 
direct negotiations over the nnal status issues. The situ-ation in this 
regard is delicate and merits your attention. 

- While the Israeli side, . . -S\}PpQrted by the US, i� insisting· on the 
inunediate and ·•unconditional' · start of. those negotiations, the 
Palestinians. still maintain � and ·rightfully. SQ -: that for any direct 
negotiations to be successfully �onducted . they. should be. based, 
inter alia, on clear political terms of reference and have a clear 
agenda. This is. creating-a near impasse. 

·- The Arab Follow-up Committee has supported the Palestinian 
position during its deliberatio�s in Cairo on Juiy 29m. It h� not p�t 
restrictions ori P.ah�sti..nlan President Mahmoud Abbas and at the . . . . . . . . . . 
same time un�crstood well his concerns and endo�sed his requests. 

- The Palestinians have: for most of the. past two decades, been 
negotiating DIRECTLY with _the Israelis._ up until the latest Israeli 
Government headed by PM Olmert, unfortunately to little result. 
The question, the�efore, ·is not whether they agree on the principle 
of Direct riegotiatio� or· not, but rather. on · ho� to engage in 
successful, weH·structured, seriO\lS and. credible negotiations that 
can be truly .characterized as the Final negotiations to end the 
conflict 

- Egypt believc:s there is room for Quartet action here. As the body 
that has. been for ttie most._part of�is dec3:'fe guiding peace efrorts, 
the �artet sho�ld'be �ble to interfe�·-ai thi� stage, at the.-highest 
level� in order

. 
to e�bl� the parties to byp.ass thi� situation. The 

t>alestinians repeatedly declared that they l9�k forward to such a 

role based on the Quartet recent statements-. .  
We hope that th� Quartet examines the situation during this month, 

and . . expr�sse� a strong pos�ti?n that \YOuld eriable_
. both parties to 

declare their readiness to �ngage swiftly ·in direct negotiations." 
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